FORGING THE LINK
Linking the Economic Benefits
of Low Impact Development
and Community Decisions
The guiding principle of this project is to illustrate the
advantages of Low Impact Development (LID) in the economic
terms of how municipal land use decisions are commonly made.
In addition to the environmental and water quality benefits
for which Low Impact Development (LID) is so commonly
known, considerable economic, infrastructure, and adaptation
planning benefits are also being realized through the
incorporation of LID-based strategies.
Forging the Link demonstrates the substantive economic
benefits—for both construction budgets and project life-cycle
costs—that are increasingly being observed by municipalities,
commercial developers, and others when using Green
Infrastructure for stormwater management.
In addition, the FTL curriculum demonstrates the use of LID
as a means for building community resiliency to changing
climates in a water resources management context.

THE FTL CURRICULUM DEMONSTRATES:
1. The ecological benefits of LID with respect to protection
of water quality, aquatic habitat and watershed health
2. The economic benefits of using both traditional and
innovative infrastructure to manage stormwater
3. The capability of LID to be used as a climate change
adaptation planning tool to minimize the stress to urban
stormwater infrastructure.

The FTL curriculum was
developed in partnership with
the Nonpoint Education for
Municipal Officials (NEMO),
Coastal Training Programs (CTP),
Sea Grant Coastal Community
Development Specialists,
Cooperative Extension Agents,
National Estuary Program (NEP)
Staffs, and numerous volunteer
municipal decision makers.
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more sustainably, LID designs are also
economically beneficial and more costeffective as compared to conventional
stormwater controls. LID is commonly
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well. By combining both gray (traditional)
and a green (LID) approaches, the added
expense of LID are offset by the reductions
in other traditional practices such as curb
and gutter or detention ponds.

HISTORIC AND PROJECTED CLIMATE CHANGE

Scientists from around

The state of the earth’s climate has been a topic of extreme debate.

the globe have recorded

However, there is near consensus that climate change is expected to

changes in the

continue through

hydrologic cycle, a

the 21st century,

decline in glaciers and

and that for many

polar ice, and shifts in

regions of North

precipitation intensity

America, projections

and trends.

are for an increase
in the depth, frequency and duration of
precipitation events. Concurrently, there
are projections indicating sea level rise.
Historically, many communities have
made anecdotal observations regarding
the timing of spring thaw or first frost
and recent data has confirmed those
observations to be accurate.
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LID AS A CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION TOOL
Low Impact Development planning and structural controls have the ability to manage

for adding distributed storage and infiltration throughout a project can also have a
cumulative positive effect in a watershed and be used as a climate change adaptation
tool for building resiliency to extreme precipitation events.
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increased stormwater flows from a changing climate. The same strategies that are

OVERCOMING THE
BARRIERS TO THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF LID
During the 2000 census, many coastal
communities experienced as much
as 25 percent population growth and
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significant effort in outreach, communication
and resource development.

FORGING THE LINK
is a science-based curriculum targeting the primary barrier to
implementation of LID, identified as cost, as the core of the project.

THE FTL CURRICULUM CONTAINS:
• Scripted PowerPoint Presentation (modifiable by the end user)
• PowerPoint Presentation Delivery Guide
• Post Presentation Facilitated Discussion Process
• Resource Manual
• Executive Summaries of each chapter
• Web-Based Materials: www.unh.edu/unhsc/forgingthelink
Presentations may be delivered by staff of the UNHSC, upon request.
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