The
Green
Infrastructure
Project
provides resources and
technical support for

communities to improve

stormwater management.
We support pilot projects

and provide workshops, fact
sheets and other resources

to help communities protect
water resources.

What Is Green
Infrastructure?

Green infrastructure is the
utilization of natural processes to
help control rain runoff.
This can include constructed
systems such as raingardens or
buffers along streams that treat
runoff by filtering the water.
There are also non-structural
strategies such as incentives
or education to encourage

homeowners to protect water
quality, and regulations that
require better stormwater control
for new construction.
A complete community
approach uses green
infrastructure throughout all
aspects of community planning.

Improving the Brickyard Pond
Residential Watershed
Exeter, New Hampshire
THE PROBLEM
Brickyard Pond, once a community
gathering place and natural
playground, has deteriorated steadily
over the years. As excess fertilizer,
soil, oils, salt, and other components
of stormwater pollution flow through
stormdrains from a neighboring
community and enter the pond, a food
smorgasbord is created for unwanted
plants and algae. The plants and algae
grow in excess, reducing the overall
water quality and degrading the
habitat for fish.

THE SOLUTION
Neighbors in the Marshall Farms
community expressed their concerns.
Working with the town and with
support from a Green Infrastructure
grant, they learned what small changes
they could make on their property to
work toward improving the pond’s
condition. Their focus was on making
these changes using three Green
Infrastructure tools: Lawn Care,
Rain Barrels and Rain Gardens.
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The town of Exeter and residents living near Brickyard Pond participated
in an education program that was followed by implementation of
several residential stormwater treatment systems. The project combined
education with water treatment and monitoring and engaged a wide range
of stakeholders. In the initial stages of this program, seven rain barrels
and rain gardens were installed and, most importantly, a relationship
was established between residents and the town to resolve issues with
stormwater and the health of Brickyard Pond.

Why Do We Care About
Stormwater And How Does
Green Infrastructure Help?
Stormwater is rain runoff that
flows across parking lots, roads
or other hard surfaces. The runoff
contributes to flooding and can
carry pollutants including road
salt and nitrogen into our rivers,
lakes and the Great Bay.
Existing stormwater management
systems designed to control runoff
and protect life and property are
not always able to handle the
large storm events that New
Hampshire has experienced over
the last several years. Better water
resource management will reduce
infrastructure costs and help to
alleviate flooding.
This project is funded by the

NERRs Science Collaborative
to a project team led by the

University of New Hampshire
Stormwater Center
and the

Great Bay National Estuarine
Research Reserve.

It supports Green Infrastructure
implementation with local municipal,
non-profit and private sector partners.
For more information please visit

southeastwatershedalliance.org/
green-infrastructure

LAWN CARE
In a neighborhood workshop, residents learned about the importance
of letting soil conditions, not past habits, dictate what their lawns need
for fertilizer. By committing to the Happy Lawns-Blue Waters campaign,
residents agreed to opt for slow release, phosphorus-free fertilizers unless
soil tests indicate otherwise. In addition, they committed to cleaning up
after their pets, reducing yet another source of excess nutrients. When
mowing lawns, they would cut to three inches or higher to encourage
stronger grass root growth and leave the cut grass on the lawn to take
advantage of the free fertilizer provided as clippings decompose.

RAIN BARRELS
Residents were offered the opportunity to
purchase SkyJuice rain barrels at a discounted
rate. Rain barrels capture clean water from
rooftops through gutter downspouts and store
it for use whenever houseplants, gardens, or
flowerbeds need watering. The result is not
only a free water source for the residents, but
a reduction in the amount of stormwater that
leaves the property. So how much water can you save? A half-inch rainfall
falling on a 1,000 square foot roof will provide 300 gallons of water.

RAIN GARDENS
A rain garden in its simplest form is a
depression in your yard that uses soil,
mulch, and plants to capture, absorb, and
treat stormwater. This helps reduce the
amount of stormwater coming from your
property and to recharge groundwater.
Two neighborhood rain gardens were installed in this community. They
were designed by Ironwood Design Group LLC with donations and
assistance from Rye Beach Landscaping and Churchill’s Gardens. Residents
were invited to participate in construction to gain hands-on experience.
They then applied their newly acquired skills to construct a rain garden on
their own property.
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