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STUDENT SENATE 
SESSION XXXVII – MEETING 25 

April 24th, 2016 – 6:00PM – Paul College Room 165 
AGENDA 

 
Guest Speaker: Dr. Stacey Hall, Campus Recreation 

-Stacey: I wanted to get some feedback from you about a decision we are going to 
be making. But first, I want to let you know that in early February during our 
equipment demonstration day we had eight different vendors and over 1500 
student participants. Thank you all for helping communicate that event out to the 
student body.  
-Stacey: The construction team working on the Campus Recreational Center 
wants to do work from graduation to January 2017. We would have access to the 
new building during the Fall Semester, but that would require us to shut down the 
center from graduation to early August. How important is it to you that we find a 
work out space for June and July? 

-Cam: I suggested that we work with the Rec. Center to find a way to 
provide guest passes for students, perhaps 40 given out through a raffle 
system. 

-Stacey: The whole project is supposed to be done for January. Air circulation is 
what is taking the longest. If we push it off, the whole thing may not be done until 
after January. 
-Shannon: I feel like putting the construction off any more would be more drastic 
than trying to save space for a few students. 
-Stacey: I approached Kinesiology and we might be able to get some space for 
students for the summer. Should we try to reserve weekends in addition to 
weekdays? 
 -Cam: Yes, though perhaps only for every other weekend. 
-Silas: I am not in favor of buying guest passes. We should focus on finding an 
on-campus area. 
-Alex: students who want to work out will be resourceful enough to find other 
ways to work out. We should not slow down construction. 
-Jake: let’s not fully forget the needs of the few. 
-Emily: Raise your hand if you support closing down the Rec Center for the 
summer [majority raises hands]. 
-Stacey: Thank you all for your input. Congrats on a good year, and for all the 
work you have done. 
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I.CALL TO ORDER: 
 

II.ROLL CALL 
 

III. COMMUNICATIONS 
A. Senators and Guests 

i.Silaa: Cinco DeMaio is coming up, so be safe with your drinking 
habits and look out for each other. 

B. Graduate Student Senate 
i.No communication. 

C. Liaison to Administration 
i.Not present. 

D. Senate Executive Board 
i.Parliamentarian/Assistant Speaker Doug: No new communications. 

ii.Executive Officer Amanda: Thanks for a great session! 
iii.Business Manager Jake: Thanks for a good year! 
iv.Public Relations Manager Emerson: PJ is doing a good job as PR. 

It looks bad if any of you get arrested, so please don’t. Be safe and 
have fun.  

v.Historian Jesse: Game of Thrones Season 6 Premiere tonight at 
9PM, FYI. 

vi.Interim SAFC Chairperson Lincoln: not present. 
vii.CFO 1 Interim Cam: no communications. 

viii.CFO 2 Interim Jake: no communications. 
ix.Academic Affairs Justin (JP): no communications. 
x.Campus Structure Chair Christian: no communications. 

xi.Community Development Danny: no communications. 
xii.External Affairs Chair John: Jason and I hope to finish the council 

chair interviews by next week. 
xiii.Fraternity and Sorority Liaison Allison: I’m glad I joined senate 

and I believe we got a lot of work done! Thanks! 
xiv.Health and Wellness Chair Emily: My council had an awesome 

field trip! 
xv.Judicial Affairs Chair Sam: I having my last meeting with Chief 

Dean this week, so please let me know if you want to attend. 
xvi.First-Year Senator Katie: Thank you first year students for helping 

me with the Guide, and for getting stuff done this year. 
E. Student Trustee 

i.Lincoln: not present. 
F. Student Body Vice President 

i.Ryan: Thank you for a very good session. 
G. Student Body President 

i.Cam: Be smart and don’t do anything you’ll regret. Every council 
chair wrote up a report on polices they got done, so please check it 
out online. 

H. Student Senate Speaker 
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i.Gabe: Officers are still working through transitions. It’s been real.  
IV.NEW BUSINESS 

A. XXXVII- 3.23- Removal of Senators 
i. Amanda added Sara Vallon. 

1. Passed unanimously. 
B. XXXVII-70- Approval of Executive Officer 

i. Executive session. 
1. Motion passed. 

ii.Alex Work was approved as Executive Officer. 
C. XXXVII- 71- Legal Services Directive  

i.Cam: Essentially students want us to examine a more cost effective 
and efficient legal service to serve the interest of students better. 
We are using the word “Retainer” because it is the most well-
known name of the version of the plan we will be using. The 
student legal service is not being eliminated! We are not bringing 
back current attorney, that is it.  

ii.Sam: I am working with UNH law and other administrators on this, 
as well as with local attorneys. The goal is that students will pay 
less, receive free consultation services, and have access to what 
they need. No final decisions have been made yet. 

iii. Ryan: I think this is a great model. The current structure is not 
good for students. I urge you all to vote yes on this. 

iv.Aaron: I want to see clearer language that is not quite so circular 
and confusing. We should make the language more direct in 
explaining its intent [Amendments made]. 

v. Taylor: How will this effect students in the interim period?  
1. John: The contract requires the current attorney to fulfill all 

cases they still have. 
vi. Passed with three nays and one abstention. 

D. XXXVII- 72- Approval of Summer Quorum Members 
i.Zachery Dumont, Jake Adams, Emerson Dorion, Peter Bowers, 

Alex Work, Silas Richards, Katie Clark, Danny O’Leary, PJ 
Butler, Christian Merheb, Mike Merritt, Gabe Hoffman, and 
Brennan Pouliot were added to this bill. 

1. Passed with two abstentions. 
E. XXXVII- 73- Approval of Summer Oversight Committee 
Members 

i.Shannon: This committee oversees what the President and Vice 
President are doing, making sure they are working hard. 

ii.Alex Primentel, Danny O’Leary, and Connor Cote added 
themselves to thee bill. 

1. Passed with one nay and two abstentions. 
F. XXXVII- 74- Concerning Summer Quorum and the Student 
Activity Fee Committee 

i.Jake: Would this mean that the SAF Chair and CFOs would be 
required to attend? 



“The essence of life is statistical improbability on a colossal scale. 
-Richard Dawkins 

1. Aarron: Only when SAFC business comes up. 
ii. Passed unanimously.  

G. XXXVII- R42- Regarding Educational Inclusivity at UNH 
i.JP: The intent is not to urge a policy change, but instead a create a 

committee to assess a potential program. 
ii.Passed unanimously. 

H. XXXVII- R43- Access to Feminine Hygiene Products on Campus 
i.Brennon: Health Service has already started to work on this, so we 

are hoping to throw student support behind this too.  
ii.Emily: This is obviously an issue for us women. Females make up 

the majority of this campus, so this needs to happen.  
iii.Jake: This is long overdue. I commend the authors who wrote this. 

iv. Passed unanimously. 
I. XXXVII-R44- Concerning Wireless Fidelity Access Infrastructure 

i.Christian: I had a meeting with the Chief Informational Officer, 
and we talked about the issues they have been having. This 
resolution is meant to help solve these WIFI problems. 

ii.Cam: Christian put a lot of work into this. This is meant to be a 
first step of a larger initiative. 

iii.Passed unanimously.  
J. XXXVII- R37- Concerning Divestment of Fossil Fuels (moved to 
front of the agenda). 

i. Jake Werner: I want to thank all the supporters of the Divest 
movement. We are simply setting a goal and a plan to get us there. 
This is not binding. There is an economic and moral argument for 
this. There are reasonable and possible ways to pursue and enact 
this. We must do what where we can, where we are, with what we 
have. Let us work to counter the negative effects of climate change 
by voting on this. 

ii. Brennon: What is the ultimate goal and approach? 
1. Jake Werner: Full divestment, for it is all contributing to 

climate change. That would be the end goal. 
iii. Cam: I have heard concerns that this resolution is asking a lot. Our 

job to represent the interest of students. Clearly students want this. 
They say go ahead and pursue this, so let’s pursue this. 

iv. Shannon: When I brought this up to the hall, one my residents 
already had a petition in support of this. We should pass this. 

v. Silas: The people I talked to around my apartment really wanted 
this too. 

vi. Aaron: I want to commend these guys for going about this the right 
way. I don’t think it is going to effect the endowment as much as I 
once thought it would. Good conversation starter. 

vii. John: Thank you divest members for coming in, and I commend all 
your efforts. I want them to continue to go about this the right way. 
When I met with Advancement, there were a lot of flaws and 
inaccuracies in their resolution. I wanted to meet with them once 
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more, but they did not meet with me. Passing this resolution will 
hurt the credibility of students due to the way this is written. Jason 
and I would like to meet with them and have a conversation to 
make sure that everything presented in the resolution is correct. 
Let’s not vote this down, but have it appropriately looked at. 

viii. Danny: Is this information accurate? 
1. Jake Werner: We would not have put this up if we did not 

think it was accurate. 
ix. John: We want this to be accurate and successful. I want students 

to be represented accurately. This needs to be tabled.  
x. Jake Werner: By passing this resolution to establish the working 

group, we can relieve any concerns. 
xi. Alex Work: do you represent the student body or the Foundation? 

1. John: I represent the students, for clearly I was elected by 
them. I want to make sure that we are not giving students 
false hopes. We only get one shot to convince the 
Foundation to help us enact the resolution. This needs to be 
done right.  

xii. Emily: Would you be willing to table to this to next meeting? 
1. Jake Werner: Absolutely not. 

xiii. Allison: Why are you not considering tabling? 
1. Jake Werner: I believe it would be a disservice to the cause, 

for we worked hard on this resolution. We also have a 
meeting with the Asset Allocation Committee on May 5th, 
and we need to go there showing that the student body 
supports Divestment. 

xiv. Ryan: I don’t think we should table this. I know there is concern 
about stepping on the toes of the Foundation, but we are here to 
represent students and start a conversation. I will be supporting 
this. 

xv. PJ: Hubbard Hall students support this, so I will be supporting this 
resolution too. 

xvi. Emily: I am supporting this resolution. Let’s face it, dinning has 
taken a stronger action on this than administration! Go you guys! 

xvii. Jake Adams: amendment to add “be it further resolved that the 
committee may be comprised of the UNH Foundation, the 
consultant firm Prime Buchholz, and informed members of the 
student body.” 

1. Silas: I don’t like this amendment. It does not give Jake 
much wiggle room. 

2. Jake Werner: We want to go in as charitable as possible. 
We can decide the members later down the line. Asset 
Allocation and us can negotiate on members. 

3. Amendment passed. 
xviii. Alex: A lot of discussion has been about the writing. I don’t think 

we should be worried about the wording. 
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xix. James: It is our job to represent the student body professionally. 
We need to make sure that this resolution is professional. 

xx. Jake: I have respect for John and Jason, and I believe we can work 
on this more after this is passed. 

xxi. Jake Adams: I believe we have fixed a lot of issues and I urge 
anyone to keep bringing up amendments to make this the best it 
can be. 

xxii. Passed with one nay. 
 

V.OTHER BUSINESS 
 

VI.ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
 
 
 

Student Senate Bill XXXVII – 3.23 Removal of Senators 
Introduced by: Executive Officer, Amanda Barba 
Date: April 24th, 2016 
 
Be it enacted by the Student Senate of the University of New Hampshire to remove the 
following individuals as Student Senators for the remainder of session XXXVII: 
 
Senate Action:  
Speaker Verification:  
 

Student Senate Bill XXXVII – 2.24 Approval of Senators 
Introduced by: Executive Officer, Amanda Barba 
Date: April 24th, 2016 
 
Be it enacted by the Student Senate of the University of New Hampshire to approve the 
following individuals as Student Senators for the remainder of session XXXVII: 
 
Senate Action:  
Speaker Verification:  
 

Student Senate Bill XXXVII – 70 Legal Services Directive 
Introduced by: Student Body President, Cameron Cook, Student Body Vice President, 
Ryan Grogan, Judicial Affairs Chairperson, Samuel Paris, External Affairs Chairperson, 
Jonathan Dean 
Date: April 24th, 2016 
 
Be it resolved by the Student Senate of the University of New Hampshire to issue the 
following directive to the current Judicial Affairs Chair, Office of the Student Body 
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President and Vice President, and the incoming Student Body President for the remainder 
of Session XXXVII and Session XXXVIII: 
 
“The Judicial Affairs Council Chairperson, the current and incoming Student Body 
President and Vice President are to investigate and then propose significant changes to 
the model of the Student Legal Services Attorney (SLSA) position for the 2016-17 
Academic Year. In order to embody the will of the students, that being a service that is 
currently not cost-efficient and lacks enough ability to effectively assist students to its 
highest potential, these individuals are to find a model that fits with the students’ will. 
The type of model that they ought to attempt to pursue is a version of a model that is 
similar to a retainer service since that appears to be the closest model to the student’s will 
that has been ascertained. This is subject to change if a new model is found to fit the will 
of the student body at the University of New Hampshire (UNH) better. They are to 
pursue a model with minimal to no use of any permanent office space on the UNH 
campus, that is not a full time contract model similar to present SLSA model, and to 
pursue collaborating with other local attorneys and potentially the UNH Law School. 
This proposal is subject to a vote of affirmation or declination by the Student Senate. 
They are to recommend a model for approval to Student Senate Session XXXVIII 
Summer Quorum no later than July 1, 2016 and have it implemented by the start of the 
2016 Fall Semester.” 
 
Senate Action:  
Speaker Verification:  

 
Student Senate Bill XXXVII – 71 Approval of Summer Quorum Members 

Introduced by: Assistant Student Senate Speaker, Doug Marino 
Date: April 24th, 2016 
 
Be it enacted by the Student Senate of the University of New Hampshire to approve the 
following individuals as members of Summer Quorum for session XXXVIII: 
 
Senate Action:  
Speaker Verification:  

 
Student Senate Bill XXXVII – 72 Approval of Summer Oversight Committee 

Members 
Introduced by: Assistant Parliamentarian, Shannon O’Hara 
Date: April 24th, 2016 
 
Be it enacted by the Student Senate of the University of New Hampshire to approve the 
following individuals as members of Summer Oversight Committee for session 
XXXVIII: 
 
Senate Action:  
Speaker Verification:  
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Student Senate Bill XXXVII – 73 Concerning Summer Quorum and the Student 
Activity Fee Committee 

Introduced by: Assistant SAFC Chairperson, Aaron Scheinman, Student Body Vice 
President, Ryan Grogan 
Date: April 24th, 2016 
 
Be it enacted by the Student Senate of the University of New Hampshire to approve the 
attached amendments to the Student Senate Bylaws: 
 
Senate Action:  
Speaker Verification:  

 
Student Senate Resolution XXXVII – 42 Regarding Educational Inclusivity at UNH 

 
Introduced by: Academic Affairs Chairperson, Justin Poisson 
Date: April 24th, 2016 
 
Whereas the University of New Hampshire prides itself on being inclusive and diverse 
while maintaining an environment where the “primary purpose is learning”1 and  
 
Whereas, UNH seeks to provide “a welcoming, universally accessible environment 
where all students are able to participate in the myriad (of) aspects of the UNH 
experience”2 and 
 
Whereas, there are students at all grade levels in the state of New Hampshire, New 
England, and beyond with intellectual disabilities who would not otherwise be able to 
attend a college or university because of academic-related roadblocks, and  
 
Whereas, it’s been documented that including peers with mental and intellectual 
disabilities into general education classes furthers their ability to learn and feel 
included3,4 and  
 
Whereas, as of the current date, there are two hundred and forty-seven (247) programs 
across the nation providing varying degrees of collegiate accommodations to students 
with intellectual disabilities in the way of academic course offerings, housing/dormitory 
arrangements and other emerging practices and,5  
 
                                                 
1 http://unh.edu/president/mission 
 
2 https://www.unh.edu/disabilityservices 
 
3 http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/SpecialEducation/AllInclusive.pdf 
 
4 http://www.whocaresaboutkelsey.com/about/the-team 
 
5 http://www.thinkcollege.net/index.php?option=com_programsdatabase&task=search 
 

http://unh.edu/president/mission
https://www.unh.edu/disabilityservices
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/SpecialEducation/AllInclusive.pdf
http://www.whocaresaboutkelsey.com/about/the-team
http://www.thinkcollege.net/index.php?option=com_programsdatabase&task=search
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Whereas, there are currently zero programs offering a post-secondary four-year program 
for students with intellectual disabilities in the state of New Hampshire and  
 
Whereas, “Youth with intellectual disabilities have the lowest rates of education, work, or 
preparation for work after high school of all disability groups”6, therefore  
 
Be it resolved by the Student Senate of the University of New Hampshire to recommend 
that the necessary stakeholders at the University of New Hampshire create a committee 
assessing the feasibility and potential implementation of such a program wherein students 
with disabilities could participate indiscriminately and in the same capacity as their peers 
without intellectual disabilities.  
 
Senate Action:  
Speaker Verification:  

 
Student Senate Resolution XXXVII – 43 Access to Feminine Hygiene Products on 

Campus 
 

Introduced by: Williamson Senator, Brennan Pouliot, Health and Wellness 
Chairperson, Emily Counts, Community Development Chairperson, Danny O’Leary 
Date: April 24th, 2016 
 
Whereas, a lack of access to feminine hygiene products can be detrimental to the health 
of a female student, due to sanitary purposes, and  
 
Whereas, the University of New Hampshire (UNH) Health Services provides male 
condoms to students, which can deter potential health risks, and  
 
Whereas, there are plenty of accessible locations to obtain male condoms, including but 
not limited to residence halls, Health Services, the Sexual Harassment and Rape 
Prevention Program, on-campus vending machines, various sexual awareness events on 
campus, any of the campus convenience stores, and various other locations in the 
downtown area, and  
 
Whereas, feminine hygiene products can become expensive for an individual, especially 
if purchased monthly, and 
 
Whereas, the cost of stocking a school with the necessary feminine sanitary supplies 
works out to be $4.67 per female per year7, therefore  
 

                                                 
6 https://ww2.eventrebels.com/ERImages/6255/1388708/8080-4-4955.pdf 
 
7 http://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/02/29/free-the-tampons/ 
 

https://ww2.eventrebels.com/ERImages/6255/1388708/8080-4-4955.pdf
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Be it resolved by the Student Senate of the University of New Hampshire to urge Health 
Services to distribute feminine hygiene products in a similar manner to that of male 
condoms. 
 
Senate Action:  
Speaker Verification:  

 
Student Senate Resolution XXXVII – 37 Concerning Divestment of Fossil Fuels 

Introduced by: Non-Resident Senator, Jake Werner, Griffin Sinclair-Wingate 
Date: April 24th, 2016 
 
Whereas, the science curriculum of the University of New Hampshire and the climate 
research the University has conducted confirms the scientific consensus that climate 
change is a real and present danger8 to the planet and humanity 1,and  
 
Whereas, the scientific community has demonstrated in numerous studies that climate 
change is exacerbated by the fossil fuel industry9, and 
 
Whereas, the University of New Hampshire Foundation has approximately six million 
dollars directly invested in the fossil fuels industry, and  
 
Whereas, divesting from fossil fuel firms is a strategy that will allow the divesting 
institution to lessen its negative impact on the environment and also hinder the fossil fuel 
industry’s ability to function, and  
 
Whereas, 508 firms and institutions have successfully divested over 3 trillion dollars 
from the 200 leading fossil fuel firms10, and  
 
Whereas, the University of New Hampshire Fund’s managing firm Prime Buchholz is 
experienced and proficient at the divestment process11, and  
 
Whereas, Prime Buchholz has successfully divested the funds of other institutions of 
higher learning in our region12, and 
 
Whereas, there are numerous studies13 14that indicate that divestment is a sound fiscal 
strategy, and 

                                                 
8 http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/ 
 
9 https://www3.epa.gov/climatechange/basics/ 
10 http://gofossilfree.org/commitments/ 
11 https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2011/12/16/hampshire-college-investment-policy-favors-socially-and-
environmentally-responsible 
12 https://www.unh.edu/sites/www.unh.edu/files/departments/discovery_program/images/divestment-discussion-guide-
2013-print.pdf 
13 
file:///C:/Users/Jake%20Werner/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/ZSUR6XGY/Aperio
%20Study.pdf 
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Whereas, numerous studies and financial publications15 have expressed concern16 about 
the long-term financial viability of the fossil fuel industry,  
 
Whereas,      #     members of the University of New Hampshire community have 
publicly stated that the University of New Hampshire ought to divest from the 200 largest 
fossil fuel companies, therefore  
 
Be it resolved by the Student Senate of the University of New Hampshire that the 
University of New Hampshire Foundation establish a working group for the purpose of 
developing a plan to divest from fossil fuels within the next five years, and 
 
Be it further resolved that updates on the divestment process be provided to the student 
body in writing at the conclusion of each academic session in order to insure that the 
divestment process be conducted in a transparent and accountable way. 
 
Senate Action:  
Speaker Verification:  
 

                                                                                                                                                 
14 
file:///C:/Users/Jake%20Werner/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/ZSUR6XGY/Impax
%20Study.pdf 
15 http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-02-24/another-oil-crash-is-coming-and-there-may-be-no-recovery 
16 http://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/2016/feb/13/renewable-energy-investment-fossil-fuel-divestment-
investor-summit-climate-change 
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