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STUDENT SENATE 
SESSION XXXVII – MEETING 18 

February 28th, 2016 – 6PM – Paul College Room 165 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER: 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
 
III.  COMMUNICATIONS 

A. Senators and Guests 
i. No communications.  

B. Graduate Student Senate 
i. No communications.  

C. Liaison to Administration 
i. No communications. 

D. Senate Executive Board 
i. Parliamentarian Doug: At the end of regular business we are 

going to have a couple new business items: constitutional 
and bylaw amendments. So please stay after when we finish 
with regular business. 

ii. Executive Officer Amanda: I sent out an e-mail last Sunday 
asking you all what councils you are on. Only a few senators 
have responded. I understand you are all probably busy, but 
it is a good life skill to respond to e-mails promptly. It is for 
your benefit, because senators have to be on a council 
anyway. Please respond to my e-mail as soon as possible. 

1. VP Ryan: I would like to go through attendance and 
have everyone say what council they are on. The fact 
that we are waiting so long is unacceptable. 

a. Amanda read through the attendance and 
Senators stated their council membership(s). 

2. VP Ryan: Just so everyone knows, we have the right 
to move people into other councils. Some councils are 
very large while others have no senators at all. You 
can still remain in your current councils, but do not be 
surprised if we ask you to join another council, for the 
sake of getting some work done. 

iii. Business Manager Jake: I have a financial affairs add bill up 
tonight so please add yourself if you are interested in being 
in the council. Please e-mail me if you have any questions or 
concerns. 
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iv. Public Relations Manager Emerson: The Student Body 
Election Debate is March 3rd, noon to 1PM. Everyone should 
attend, and you should also talk about it at your hall council 
meetings. Attendance will count toward office hours. Again, 
we would really appreciate it if you were all there. 

1. VP Ryan: Why did you change the start time from 
11:30AM to noon? Were the candidates made aware 
of this change? 

a. Gabe: We chose to start the debate at noon 
instead of 11:30AM because MUB traffic is at 
its peak at noon. We can’t push the Debate 
back a half hour now because advertisements 
are going up tomorrow. The candidates did not 
comment on the change in starting time. 

b. Ryan: I do not approve of this. This does not 
allow for the most students to show up, nor is it 
fair to the candidates. 

v. SAFC Chairperson Abby: we had a long meeting on Friday, 
but got a lot of business done. I did have to break a tie, 
which has not been done by a SAFC Chairperson in six 
years. We actually have a full committee now, and we will be 
staying until 4PM for now on, so if you want to learn more 
about SAFC please attend. We will be looking for a CFO and 
Chair for next year, so keep an eye out for that. 

vi. CFO 1 Alexander: No communications.  
vii. CFO 2 Chris: Finance 101 session is coming up, so please 

go if you want to learn how to manage organization finances 
or learn more about SAFC. 

viii. Historian: My name is Jesse Austin, in case you do not 
know.  First and foremost, I would like to thank you all for 
your support and your consideration, and I am honored to 
officially serve as your new Historian. As for 
communications, I want you all to know that I just received 
the Google Drive Link today, so the minutes I have been 
taking for SAFC and the Senate over the past month have 
now been uploaded. Lastly, if any of you want to know more 
about me, I hope you would not be afraid to ask. I am very 
involved here on campus, and I have quite the range of 
interests, knowledge, and unique experiences, so I promise 
that there plenty of interesting things to learn about me. 
You'll likely find me in the Senate Office on Wednesdays, 
Fridays, and Sundays. Thank you all once again, and I am 
looking forward to continuing on our journey together as we 
navigate through this year and beyond. Take care! 

ix. Academic Affairs Justin (JP): I thought I had more people in 
my council. 
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1. Doug: JP is great! You should join his council!  
x. Campus Structure Chair Christian: My council meets 

Tuesdays at 5PM. If you cannot attend but are still 
interested, let me know. 

xi. Community Development Danny: We will be meeting with 
Charlie Putam soon. If you would like to work with me, 
please come by. 

xii. External Affairs Chair John: I am beating JP in membership, 
by one. My council meets on Fridays. You’ll be seeing a 
resolution about the alumni network soon.  

xiii. Fraternity and Sorority Liaison Allison: No communications. 
xiv. Health and Wellness Chair Emily: My council is going to 

have a mini-powwow after the senate meeting. I need to 
touch based with you. I am also sorry for having the most 
committee members . . . I love you all (sorry JP). 

xv. Judicial Affairs Chair Sam: Feel free to join my council if you 
want. I also want to vouch that JP is awesome. 

xvi. First-Year Senator Katie: If you are a first year student with 
questions, please talk to me. I would be more than willing to 
help. E-mail me too if you can’t find me. 

E. Student Trustee 
i. Lincoln: Looking forward to a great conversation coming at 

the end of new business, so please do not leave. If you have 
questions afterward, please talk to me. I urge you all to 
attend Wednesday night’s Basketball Playoff Game at 7PM. 
Show some pride! 

F. Student Body Vice President 
i. Ryan: Student Body elections are coming up, but we still 

have 62 days left of this session. Cam and I do not plan on 
giving up, so don’t take this as a sign that we are done for 
the session. Please keep doing your jobs and going to your 
halls, Let’s make these last 62 days the best 62 days. 

G. Student Body President 
i. Cam: These 62 days are a good time to build up your 

momentum for next year, so please take advantage of that. 
UNH has two playoff games, so if you can attend please go 
support the Wildcats. I will be sending out an announcement 
tomorrow, so please read it and share. You probably 
received an e-mail from Dean of police recently on student 
behavior and conduct, so in light of that please look out for 
each other and keep making smart decisions. 

H. Student Senate Speaker 
i. Gabe: Election ads are going up tomorrow, and we will be 

spreading the word through social media, so please share 
and like. I would like to reiterate that the purpose of the 
debate timing is to pull in people who are already in the area. 
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It will be a rotating event with pizza, which we hope to grab 
as many people as possible, for whatever time. Everyone 
make an effort to attend.  

ii. Gabe: Senate will not be meeting on Easter, so we have 
discussed meeting the week before, like on Good Friday. 

1. Took a poll of the Senate. New meeting date to be 
determined. 
 

IV. NEW BUSINESS 
A. XXXVII- 3.16- Removal of Senators 

i. Amanda added Hannah Mathieu (Christian 1) and Corey 
Giallongo (Gables 1). 

ii. Passed unanimously.  
B. XXXVII- 2.17- Approval of Senators 

i. Amanda: If you are a new senator and have filled out the 
paper work, you can add yourself. If not, get the paper work 
from the Senate office so you can add yourself. 

ii. Andrew Butts (Non-Resident 1) and Mike Merritts (Upper 
Quad 1) added themselves. 

iii. Passed unanimously. 
C. XXXVII- 56- Removal of Judiciary Committee Members 

i. Doug added Lincoln, on the pretense that Lincoln was too 
busy to continue working in the committee. 

ii. Lincoln: I would like to stay on the committee. 
iii. No action was taken on the bill. 

D. XXXVII- 57- Approval of Financial Affairs Committee Members 
i. Jake: Financial Affairs is typically more active in fall, where it 

works with campus heads to compile and approve budgets. 
Spring is an easier time for us, but it is nice to have people 
on the committee. You’ll get to learn about our 
responsibilities and how the University operates. A meeting 
time will be determined based on the schedules of those 
who sign up. 

ii. Gabe: I want to clarify that current members of the council 
have not been removed. 

iii. Mike Merritts, Danny O’Leary, Jordan Bilodeau, and Nick 
DiStaso added themselves. 

iv. Passed unanimously. 
E. XXXVII- R32- Concerning the Discovery Program Requirements 

i. Justin: Our committee came together, taking the responses 
from faculty and students, and created this resolution.  

ii. Danny: How did Administration feel about this? 
1. JP: I presented this to the standing committee on the 

Discovery Program. They were receptive, and from 
our discussion we decided to omit the part on advisor 
training. 
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2. VP Ryan: Knowing your knowledge of faculty senate, 
what would they think of this? 

a. JP: Based on their thoughts on previous 
student resolutions, I am not sure how they will 
take this. They have not worked very well with 
us in the past, so they may not like this. 

3. Sam: Aren’t copies of Discovery Program courses 
already available online? 

a. VP Ryan: What we want is to have Discover 
courses listed on the back of students’ RAC 
sheets, so as to make their Discovery options 
more clear. 

4. Danny: There has been confusion about whether 
Faculty Senate wants this or not. So does Faculty 
Senate want this? 

a. JP: Faculty Senate would rather review and 
address this on their own terms. 

5. Danny: Is the reason what the Faculty Senate may 
not approve of this because of the substance of the 
resolution, or that it is coming from the Student 
Senate? 

a. Cam: Based on past experience, it is likely that 
the issue is going to be because it came from 
this body. 

6. Sam: how will the remaining graduation credits be 
filled? 

a. JP: that will be up to the faculty. 
7. Erik: What are the biggest problems that Faculty 

Senate would have with this resolution? 
a. JP: They will likely be concerned over how 

finances will effect Discovery program, and that 
they think that there are already enough 
discovery credits to choose from. 

8. Cam: There have been a lot of questions about how 
the Faculty Senate would receive this. I side with JP. I 
am also not sure if they will ignore this resolution or 
not. But we need to pass this, because students say 
they want this. We should be the will of student body. 
Pass this and let us worry about how to get this 
through Faculty Senate. 

9. Abby: I am in HHS and COLA, I like how the advising 
is done in HHS. I like this resolution because it will 
help put advisors on the same page. 

10. Sam: Overall I really like this. I have concerns over 
the wording and how Faculty Senate might respond to 
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this, but overall I think we should pass this, and give 
JP a good push and show of support. 

11. Emily: I also come from HHS, and I love my advisor. 
My Advisor knows all my problems, personal and 
academic. All students should have this, especially 
when dealing with hard classes. Discover credits can 
be a major burden. In fact, I know people who have to 
take more than 4 courses to fit in Discovery course 
requirements. 

12. Sam: I understand the sentiment behind this, but it 
seems like this resolution is trying to tailor to student 
interests as opposed to creating well-rounded 
students. 

13. Arron: I agree with Sam. Some of these points seem 
paternalistic. I am wondering if we should table this 
for next year. 

14. Passed unanimously with two abstentions. 
 
V. OTHER BUSINESS 

A. Introduction of Constitutional Amendments 
a. Doug: We are not voting or debating these amendments until 

next week, but we will answer questions that you have at this 
time. 

i. John: Why is this important? 
1. Lincoln: We have been thinking about these 

changes for a while. The Senate and SAFC 
were dissolved in 1972, which at that time was 
known as the Student caucus and B.O.B. 
respectively. The President of the University at 
that time decided to not make the Senate a 
student organization. There was a lot of debate 
over the language that the Senate was to look 
out for Students and for no one or nothing else. 
It was also perceived “offensive” to have the 
organization like the Senate to be under 
another organization. The MUB changed its 
policy in the 1995, saying that only student 
organizations could have office space. Thus 
Student Senate became a student 
organization, and has then changed its vision. 
Quality of Senate has not changed for the 
better since then, so we want to approve this 



“Why?” 
-Socrates 

amendment, which will restore the quality we 
once had. 

2. Sam: will the Liaison to Administration get 
bylaws? 

a. Doug: Yes. It will be elaborated on in 
upcoming resolutions. 

3. Ryan: Will we lose our office space by passing 
this amendment? 

a. Lincoln: I have been assured in writing 
many times that we will not. Logistically, 
everything should fine. There should be 
no kerfuffle over this. 

4. Senator: Will Senate disappear from the 
Wildcat Link? 

a. Lincoln: Not sure. We will always have a 
university webpage regardless. 

b. Doug: MUB has told me that they want 
to see us be a member of the 
community, so they probably would be 
very accommodating on that end.  

5. Ryan: we have been laughed off for being “just 
a Student Org” and that we “cannot govern 
effectively”. We need to advocate to the 
students to the best of our ability and this will 
help. 

6. John: How will we be funded? 
a. Lincoln: We will not be eligible for SAFO 

funds, and we won’t submit a concept, 
but we still go through budget protocols, 
because SAFC works under us. Should 
not be a problem. 

7. Doug: I want to make this clear to everyone: 
we are showing this to you so that you can talk 
to your constituents and to us. You should 
have a lot of questions, for this is important 
stuff. I would love to talk to you and hear your 
concerns, and I want everyone to know that 
their voice is being heard on this. 

8. Gabe: Senate needs to be more honest by 
saying that it is not checked by SAFC or by 
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anyone else. This amendment will make the 
process less of a contradiction. We have done 
a lot of leg work to make this conversation.  

9. Sam: Will Ted Kirkpatrick be guest speaking 
next week? 

a. Doug: Yes, and he will also answer 
questions. 

10. Lincoln: We do not want to be reporting to 
administration or anything else when were are 
supposed to be autonomous. The Liaison to 
Administration is meant to be a nexus. 

11. Abby: Will senate lose any MUB benefits? 
a. Lincoln: No. We should have the same 

benefits we always had. The point is not 
to reap or change our benefits, but to be 
efficient and functional. We are grateful 
for MUB for wanting to continue to give 
us their resources, regardless of what 
we decide. 

12. Emerson: Have changes been made to the 
SRRR? 

a. Lincoln: Yes (pulls up changes). 
13. Sam: Based on the wording of the SRRR 

changes, this will give the other listed 
organizations the same right to be 
autonomous? 

a. Lincoln: Yes, but they would have to sort 
it out themselves and do the legwork. 

14. Arron: Has this been approved by 
Administration? 

a. Ryan: Yes. 
15. Abby: Have any of these listed bodies been 

made aware of the changes we are pursuing? 
a. Lincoln: Some are aware, but it is not 

our problem. It will be their choice on 
whether to opt in. 

16. John: Has this been brought up to President 
Huddleston? 
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a. Ryan: He trusts us, and has deferred 
the decision to Ted Kirkpatrick, who 
approves. 

B. Bylaw Amendments 
a. Ryan: Purpose of these amendments are to line up with 

constitutional amendments concerning not submitting 
concepts, our status as a non-student org, and the role of 
Liaison to Administration. 

C. Doug’s Big Debate 
a. Ryan: Doug is running for town office and has a debate on 

Tuesday, so please attend, watch, and/or vote. Let’s support 
him in his endeavors. 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
Student Senate Resolution XXXVII – 32 Concerning the Discovery Program 

Requirements 
 

Introduced by: Academic Affairs Chairperson, Justin Poisson 
 
Date: February 28th, 2015 
 
Whereas, the University of New Hampshire (UNH) has general education requirements 
that every undergraduate must fulfill in order to receive their Bachelor’s degree, and  
 
Whereas, UNH has a specific program that details (with all matters related) these 
requirements in the Academic Affairs Division of the institution referred to as the 
Discovery Program, and  
 
Whereas, the Discovery Program, like most departments within UNH, undergoes 
periodic reviews to make sure the program is running effectively and best serving its 
users i.e., undergraduate students, and 
 
Whereas, in the 2015 year, the UNH Faculty Senate initiated a search committee with 
University stakeholders regarding the overall function of the Discovery Program, and 
 
Whereas, in response to this examination and the growing student interest that was 
loudly expressed in the UNH Student Master Plan1, the Student Senate in October 
initiated a review of its own and found that  
                                                 
1 Reference to the UNH Student Master Plan 
http://www.unh.edu/sites/www.unh.edu/files/departments/student_senate/master_pl
an.pdf 

http://www.unh.edu/sites/www.unh.edu/files/departments/student_senate/master_plan.pdf
http://www.unh.edu/sites/www.unh.edu/files/departments/student_senate/master_plan.pdf
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A. Students should be more knowledgeable about the Discovery Program.  
B. Advisors should be thoroughly trained in such a manner that allows them 

to better understand and explain the framework of the program to students 
and lessens the amount of student petitions in the case of misadvising or 
mistaken student selection of a Discovery course. 

C. Some Discovery requirements should be less restrictive so students 
recognize the merit in taking this arrangement of classes.2  

 
Therefore,  
 
Be it resolved by the Student Senate of the University of New Hampshire, that the 
following recommendations are heeded:  

A. Copies of Discovery courses by category are given out when students receive 
their RAC number to register for classes on Blackboard and also when they have 
appointments with their advisor 

B. Requirements are made clearer during students’ orientations.  
C. Both knowledge of the Discovery Program’s aim and the benefits at the core of 

the program are increased. I.e., professors explain the intent of the discovery 
prior to each such class. 

D. Consistent advisor training be undergone as a part of a uniform program to 
prevent against any mis-selection of discovery courses.  

a. We define mis-selection as placement into a course that one is taking 
with the intention of fulfilling one category when it in fact does not. 

E. Furthermore, have this training be very intensive of “Degreeworks” with advisors 
emphatically advertising and adhering (to) this service to such an extent that 
students have a functional knowledge about how it works and what all of its 
benefits are.  

F. Students have the option of taking only one science class in order to satisfy the 
Discovery Program requirements (either Physical Science or Biological Science) 
and/or additionally one course in the Humanities/Social Sciences. We ask that 
the amount of classes be tapered in a manner deemed fitting. 

G. The faculty and the Discovery Committee widen the list for discovery courses in 
order to allow students to find classes in each discipline that are genuinely 
appealing and that are not taken simply because of their ease. 

H. That the English 401 course is assessed in its consistency in its entirety in regards 
to grading and content.3 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                 
 
2 Student Perspectives on the Discovery Program 
3 Student Perspectives on the Discovery Program 

• This recommendation is less pedagogical in nature and is rather to ensure fairness and 
an equal overall utility of the course to students. 



“Why?” 
-Socrates 

 
 

 
 

 


