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Dear Senator, 

 

First and foremost, I want to thank you for sacrificing your time in service to students. The 

Student Body depends on motivated students—like you—who are willing to fight to see change 

on campus. As we now enter our 40th session, you have the immense privilege to join the ranks 

of over a thousand students before you.  

 

The Student Senate at the University of New Hampshire is an institution with a rich history filled 

with trial and tradition unlike any other student governance body in our country. It is built upon a 

fundamental belief in shared governance and the acceptance of students as one of the most 

important stakeholders in the University’s future. Without a strong student governance 

organization, the student voice gets lost among the many spheres of influence dictating the 

direction that our institution takes, so it is our duty to be custodians of this privilege.  

 

With this in mind, do not be afraid to carve your own path, to find your own passion, and to help 

lead this institution into a new era. You may have a different viewpoint than everyone else in the 

room, but that doesn’t make it any less important or valid—the students have chosen you. It can 

be daunting at first, but there are scores of people here to help you get acquainted and be 

successful. We all carry the same mission and we must help each other along the way 

 

Make friends, make memories, but most importantly, make change! 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Caelin McMahon 

Executive Officer 
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Shorthand Meaning  Shorthand Meaning 

AVP 
Assistant (or Associate) Vice 
President 

 
SAARC 

Space Allocation, Adaption and 
Renewal Committee 

AY Academic Year  SAF Student Activity Fee 

BM 
Business Manager (usually 
referring to the Senate BM) 

 
SAFC Student Activity Fee Committee 

BSU Black Student Union 
 

SAFC Chair 
Student Activity Fee Committee 
Chairperson 

CaPS Career and Professional Services 
 

SAFC Exec 
Student Activity Fee Committee 
Executive Board 

CFO  SAF Chief Financial Officer  SAFO Student  

DSC Diversity Support Coalition  SAS Student Accessibility Services 

Exec or 
Senate Exec 

Executive Board  of the Student 
Senate  

 
SBP Student Body President 

FY Fiscal Year  SBVP Student Body Vice President 

MOSAICO 

Latinx Student Organization. 
*Often mistaken for an acronym; 
means ‘mosaic’ in Spanish and 
Portuguese. 

 

SERCs 

Southeast Residential Community. 
*Colloquialism for Handler (SERC A), 
Peterson (SERC B), and Haaland (SERC 
C) halls. 

HoCo Holloway Commons Dining Hall 
 

SHARPP 
Sexual Harassment and Rape 
Prevention Program (SHARPP) 

MECA 
Middle Eastern Cultural 
Association 

 
SFA Senior Financial Advisor 

GSS Graduate Student Senate  SPA Senior Policy Advisor 

MUB Memorial Union Building  
SRRR 

Student Rights, Rules, and 
Responsibilities MUBOG 

Memorial Union Board of 
Governors 

 

NACA 
Native American Cultural 
Association 

 
T-Hall Thompson Hall 

OMSA 
Office of Multicultural Student 
Affairs 

 
The Whitt Whittemore Center/Arena 

OSIL 
Office of Student Involvement 
and Leadership (MUB 114) 

 
UAC United Asian Coalition 

PaCS 
Psychological & Counseling 
Services  

 
U-Court Union Court 

PCAC 
Paul Creative Arts Center 
(pronounced either by letter or 
phonetically) 

 
USNH 

University System of New 
Hampshire 

Philly Phillbrook Dining Hall 
 

USSB 
University System (of NH) Student 
Board 
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THE EARLY YEARS 

The first form of student government at the University of New Hampshire, then still called the 
New Hampshire College of Agriculture and the Mechanic Art, was the Student Council, formed 
in 1907. The Student Council was largely responsible for supervising relations between the 
separate class governments and for contests and activities between them. The Student Council 
was also noted for attempting to control hazing. In 1912, the Student Council was reorganized 
to include the College President, one member of the faculty, five junior or senior fraternity 
brothers and two junior or senior non-members of fraternities. 

The first female student government was the Women’s Council, which was established in 
1911. The Women’s Council was responsible for creating and enforcing rules of conduct in 
female-only (named co-ed despite being exclusively women) dormitories. 

By the year 1950, the male Student Council had expanded to include more members and was 
exclusively student-run with no faculty participation. The Women’s Council had been dissolved 
and had become the Association of Women Students (AWS). 

During the 1950s, a movement spread throughout the Student Body that called for a unified 
student government that could speak on behalf of all students, regardless of gender. By 1952, 
the student body had voted to approve a referendum that created a constitution for a united 
student government, called the Student Senate. 

THE FIGHT FOR STUDENTS' RIGHTS 

In the mid-1960s, there grew an increasing desire for greater student say in university affairs. 
The University Senate, a body composed of faculty and administrators that had a wide range of 
powers that is unseen in the modern University political structure, included no student voting 
members, a structure that was disapproved of by many students and faculty alike. A protest was 
called in the fall of 1968, attended by over 1,000 students, that called on the Administration to 
solidify students’ role in University governance, and to completely remove Student Senate’s 
need to gain the University’s approval for its decisions. 

A committee was appointed by the administration in June, 1968 to address these demands and 
to review both student and faculty government within the University. The results of the 
committee’s findings led to the establishment of a new University Senate, which was 
comprised of 30 faculty, 30 students, 12 administrators, and 5 graduate student voting 
members. This University Senate had full powers over student and faculty governance, as well 
as educational policy previously belonging to the purview of the administration. The formation of 
the University Senate forced the first Student Senate to dissolve by the end of May, 1969, when 
the new University Senate would take power. 

"At 9:03 p.m. Monday, May 5 1969, the UNH Student Senate, having served the University for 
17 years, was dissolved." -The New Hampshire, March 6th, 1969. 
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The student portion of this new University Senate was called the Student Caucus, 
which met separately from Faculty Caucus and the rest of the Senate to give a solely 
student perspective on issues before the body. 

 

THE FORMATION OF THE MODERN STUDENT SENATE 

This system of student involvement frustrated many – faculty were dissatisfied to have 
equal voting rights as the students they taught in their own classrooms, and students 
were dissatisfied that administrators and faculty members had control over student self-
government and activities. Eventually, by 1977 many issues had surfaced that hindered 
the functioning and operation of the joint student-faculty senate. 

In spring of 1977, the University Senate, at an impasse on many of the issues affecting 
the University, was dissolved by the then University President Eugene Mills. The 
Academic Senate, the historical predecessor to the modern Faculty Senate, was formed 
shortly thereafter, and was given jurisdiction over educational policies and other 
academic affairs. The Academic Senate was an expanded version of the Faculty 
Caucus, and contained little or no voting student representation. 

A task force of students was appointed to recommend a new governance system for 
students with jurisdiction over policies and matters pertaining to student life. The 
Constitution for a new Student Senate, based on a similar power and organizational 
structure as its 1969 predecessor, was completed and signed by President Mills in May 
of 1979. 

TODAY  

This Student Senate, which is the iteration still in existence today, is the longest 
surviving student government ever to exist at the University of New Hampshire, proving 
that the decades of hardship in the mid 20th-century for students’ right to self-
government had finally succeeded. Many grievances put forth in the protests of the 
1960s, such as complete student control over the funding of student organizations, is 
now realized through the Student Activity Fee Committee of this, the current, Student 
Senate. Student demands for a say in the student conduct system are realized in the 
Student Senate’s enduring power to review changes to the Student Rights, Rules, and 
Responsibilities. Finally, and perhaps most importantly, the push for the autonomy of 
student government is fulfilled by the complete student composition of the Student 
Senate, which does not even have a faculty or administrator advisor. 

While the Student Senate, like all other forms of government, is by no means perfect, its 
resilience to address the needs of generations of UNH students makes it a symbol of 
hope in the endure of student self-government for campuses across the country. 
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The texts of all resolutions can be found on the Senate Knowledge Base at unh.box.com/v/UNH-Student-Senate-KB  

SESSION XXXVII  (2015 -16)  

 R.37.01 Campus Connection Registration for Non-

Resident Students 
R.37.25.A Concerning the Progress of the Title IX Initiative 

 R.37.02  In Regards to Adding Two Questions to Teacher 

Evaluations 
R.37.25.B Ticketing for UNH Athletic Events 

 R.37.03.A  Holding a Presidential Primary Debate at the 

University of New Hampshire 
R.37.26.A Winter Parking Ban 

 R.37.03.B  Consent in the SRRR R.37.26.B Regarding Athletics Events During Breaks 

 R.37.04  Increasing Lighting on Campus during the 

Evening 
R.37.27 Active Shooter Protocols 

 R.37.05  Access to Waste and Recycling Receptacles R.37.28 Building Access on Campus 

 R.37.06  Fraternity and Sorority Housing R.37.29 Working to Implement a More Sustainable 

Beverage System at UNH 

 R.37.07  Combination Locks at UNH Dormitories R.37.30 Regarding a Campus Parking Structure 

 R.37.08  

 Hydration Stations on Campus R.37.31 Concerning the Capital Projects Funded by 

SAARC 

 R.37.09  Increasing Access to Flu Vaccinations on 

Campus 
R.37.32 Concerning the Discovery Program 

Requirements 

 R.37.10  

 Protocols for Dealing with an Active Shooter on 

Campus 
R.37.33 Concerning Gender-Inclusive Restrooms 

 R.37.11  

 The Curran Report Recommendation R.37.34 Concerning Smoking Policy on Campus 

 R.37.12   Establishing a Military and Veterans Service 

Center 
R.37.35 Supporting the Creation of a Student Alumni 

Network 

 R.37.13  

 Stalking and the Blackboard Directory R.37.36 Regarding the Office of Community Standards 

 R.37.14  

 Condemning the Attacks in Paris R.37.37.A Concerning the Healthy Campus Initiative 

 R.37.15  

 Opposing the “Safe Campus Act” R.37.37.B Concerning Divestment of Fossil Fuels 

 R.37.16†  Prohibiting Tobacco Smoking on Campus 

Resolution pulled by its author(s) after its 

introduction in the Senate 

R.37.38 Establishing a Pet-Friendly Dormitory 

 R.37.17  

Educational Programming for Medical Amnesty R.37.39 Renovating Residence Halls 

 R.37.18  

Bringing Back Fall Academic Break   R.37.40 Approving Changes to the SRRR 

 R.37.19  

An Aid to Accessible Students R.37.41 Concerning Admitted Students Days and Student 

Involvement 

 R.37.20† Wireless Access at Campus Bus Stops 

Resolution failed in the Senate 
R.37.42 Regarding Education Inclusivity at UNH 

R.37.21 Event Organization and Weekend Cleanup 

Management 
R.37.43.A Regarding Summer Tuition and Internship 

Course Credit 

R.37.22 Student Involvement in the Town of Durham R.37.43.B Access to Feminine Products on Campus 

R.37.23 On Fiscal Year 2017 Mandatory Fees R.37.44 Concerning Wireless Fidelity Access 

Infrastructure 

R.37.24 Extending North Drive   

 

 

 

 

https://unh.box.com/s/kyj3djwpdo8mucogwhk02y36sbw266cb
https://unh.box.com/s/bvdopuvbc5rp4chglolqq9mumj76ar99
https://unh.box.com/s/0dfq6rn8b8zh84ix4lvl7zz4n9328x96
https://unh.box.com/s/7185pgpfqgg19rfezjfriq2607fgd5ic
https://unh.box.com/s/dnfeerinopbcnzpi2519vrfcc8q05xrs
https://unh.box.com/s/rrrju0ipe01h7hyw5lpyufa00yh9d4jf
https://unh.box.com/s/ujebuagsj34rjlm1pkv6559toezhygbg
https://unh.box.com/s/ahjqecunmvqit84j3i9zqt9p7ct01zeb
https://unh.box.com/s/svhlbohl4oxkq5wuikkjau6y6p6891q4
https://unh.box.com/s/978ip8dvos1qc8soo3ge6ed08b6apabl
https://unh.box.com/s/lxq15mi5evn49fb3e2e0p9zdbycd0jj6
https://unh.box.com/s/sy5kx838sm7p088oa8f1kmp7n5hwv0ho
https://unh.box.com/s/5vcfz5dnnzb707y9sjkf018mel8rbmx4
https://unh.box.com/s/2z0c13i4y2qek1bpqynoecm9mmjipgp6
https://unh.box.com/s/4ugmnhn800e8p58enn7tgdz7py21oimn
https://unh.box.com/s/jgpig9edifnjxz305f8pzexdzi7zuz2p
https://unh.box.com/s/smbjfdjprgz054rkpma6y8xlejmxul4y
https://unh.box.com/s/145x26jcilhmqygi0aft0d631wg54ob9
https://unh.box.com/s/o7qrzwy3aqrdnuncfe5l50dtkriw92e1
https://unh.box.com/s/mthhvnxrhhxwcyn22dx1ad8ofgm0zv94
https://unh.box.com/s/ekx76goea6hq67e4yh72vab0qtvmpvo9
https://unh.box.com/s/xakiqsnw011l5wbuzjhyro94m3byozje
https://unh.box.com/s/or0tvdjx4hbuz82flte8seszp8cclqm2
https://unh.box.com/s/i98roidkdl372mjwvtd95fusbs9b8tdk
https://unh.box.com/s/knp9o6gz3mqe69bfouoji80xhazrx51e
https://unh.box.com/s/8lt7wqkyb8xq0afy8nh24hpqdwbwvgon
https://unh.box.com/s/eet3brrd4glafltly1gx3f6zpd3ah06h
https://unh.box.com/s/rwfaxd9ivdj5qbzmolv95qj7niqhmemb
https://unh.box.com/s/vsbnoct2c5mhcw7tqa9pmwi6dhlphpa7
https://unh.box.com/s/e6cxda5mxd4gw6k45o097xjln1h37myz
https://unh.box.com/s/6mh61t01v2dgyvdazkhclgwfkpi2eqk7
https://unh.box.com/s/9kfgjounhcgiulznwwtcyt576xs099hj
https://unh.box.com/s/y7s26wzvbnzkomeqj2rabqr5hc0l4syp
https://unh.box.com/s/sxvml0di2djnj2typfdk3s07xdam2dkr
https://unh.box.com/s/jg2u99bducsv4kswz6ggjlsohuuj7ldj
https://unh.box.com/s/4iao7jxltfapyra54bvkwj294doebckf
https://unh.box.com/s/frb11avdtbo1u7bt23kclmvxybge93qm
https://unh.box.com/s/1xm39ha0blmv2rk37kbj607koafz56sm
https://unh.box.com/s/75n34a05uwqktert53odia4rq8wv0hr7
https://unh.box.com/s/zs4xog9shnzhi0skjsda7yqe3zdy7kac
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SESSION XXXVI I I  (2016 -17)  

 R.38.01  

On Academic Grading R.38.24 On the Issue of Sidewalks 

R.38.02.A  

Supporting Statewide Protections for Gender 

Identity and Gender Expression  
R.38.25 On Updating Anti-Discrimination Policies 

Concerning Housing and Residential Life 

R.38.02.B  

Concerning Common Exam Time R.38.26 On Student Voting Rights 

R.38.03  

In Gratitude to UNH Police R.38.27 On the Issue of Roadways 

R.38.05  

On Limiting Built-Up Lounges R.38.28 On the Issue of Crosswalks 

R.38.06  

Supporting the Take 5 To Save Lives Campaign R.38.29 On Grand Chapter 

R.38.07  

On Housing and Academic Hall Bathrooms R.38.30 Concerning Fraternity and Sorority Life Academic 

Excellence 

R.38.08† Concerning the Implementation of a Social 

Identities Discovery Requirement 

Resolution failed in the Senate 

R.38.31 Supporting Development of Parking Signage 

Infrastructures 

R.38.09† Charging Stations Around Campus 

Resolution pulled by its author(s) after its 

introduction in the Senate 

R.38.32 On Gun Policy 

R.38.10  

On the Winter Parking Ban R.38.33 Increasing Access to Safe Rides 

R.38.11  

On Urging a Fall Break R.38.34 Investigation into Expanding Temporary Permit 

Payment Systems 

R.38.12  

On Increasing the Amount of Recycling Bins R.38.35 On Academic Advising 

R.38.13  

On the Addition of Bicycle Storage and 

Coverage of Racks 
R.38.36 On Teaching Assistants 

R.38.14  

On Hetzel Hall Pathway Repairs R.38.37 On Breaking the Barriers Between Gender and 

Housing Assignments 

R.38.15  

On the Further Implementation of MyCourses R.38.38 On the Revision of the Discovery Program 

R.38.16  

On Direct Communications R.38.39 Approving Changes to the Student Rights, Rules 

and Responsibilities 

R.38.17  

On the Greek Performance and Excellence 

Program (GPEP) 
R.38.40† On No Cost Housing for Future Student Body 

Presidents and Vice Presidents 

Expired due to lying on the table upon the 

dissolution of the Senate 

R.38.18† On Hormone Replacement Therapy 

Resolution pulled by its author(s) after its 

introduction in the Senate 

R.38.41 On Improving Bike Culture 

R.38.19  

On Fiscal Year 2018 Mandatory Fees R.38.42 On the Renaming of the Counseling Center 

R.38.20† On Increasing the Amount of White Boards 

Resolution pulled by its author(s) after its 

introduction in the Senate 

R.38.43 Concerning Drainage in the Philbrook Dining Hall 

Area 

R.38.21 On Separating Homecoming and Family 

Weekend 
R.38.44 Recommending Further Discussion on Pet 

Friendly Dorms 

R.38.22 On Supporting the UNH Community R.38.45 On Black Mold Removal 

R.38.23 On the Counseling Center R.38.46 Requesting a Solution to the Fairchild and Hetzel 

Hall Stairways 

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://unh.box.com/s/0mrexq0a1d2n95cwgz33unfu9pr1k2m5
https://unh.box.com/s/has66vnh9801d9tm39qhqhybjrqp7ogt
https://unh.box.com/s/3k8orzlluhq7yiu6269cdzjepgbkdvdu
https://unh.box.com/s/h7ygbd231r4r5n0j10aem1itcw03q709
https://unh.box.com/s/b9izeats4afnthvnj753ijsbuyip0ycq
https://unh.box.com/s/yigc1zg6t0zh4166ia7p9gg0fh2pmd4b
https://unh.box.com/s/bqoskpwajzzg8xfou40ktvo2p1l038no
https://unh.box.com/s/s3dq4iryf4r520e50j7o0gxhccnxbbd0
https://unh.box.com/s/e4xjt5fupc1dc0s9cn7acep6pnfgub8f
https://unh.box.com/s/lelq4oveywpcakk9g9zdsd1vas3md8jz
https://unh.box.com/s/f9zv36dpgj1kuomtxc499mw6bgnsj4cm
https://unh.box.com/s/tq2pwgm53rx7l73xfqicgyz9t669g84k
https://unh.box.com/s/a0bdwtqr6xzd4t5sat11f3ci1grgkj3y
https://unh.box.com/s/e6ud2olc2lyog3t53uz1ogzv123ys0nm
https://unh.box.com/s/2qy1q0nhn75vtapp6onumd7sopyj29jb
https://unh.box.com/s/20s46rg92kq31aubpjn6vxvfukkmge13
https://unh.box.com/s/7rel2ahuid29b3xk8vkdv7hj67u932sb
https://unh.box.com/s/f6gvniwnpg93g35ii5u80koj1s28jt8o
https://unh.box.com/s/1jf94czoc3b8ir6716ai5nzsqwb6xm19
https://unh.box.com/s/himeqcael4f2f3sut0lb78cew1dtw787
https://unh.box.com/s/ofzgjr8h709mzbwgbwdre10pb9yd8bqs
https://unh.box.com/s/teh83g22vo4qmgn88u0xn9q5wiul8fkr
https://unh.box.com/s/8vmgfvbwpulu4x8xntxi7keppdm5zw3d
https://unh.box.com/s/0xmkj99z006kvvee5vsti2pwuypvt71h
https://unh.box.com/s/tb2ddmar3cgrya90f1rbcrul6amxdnei
https://unh.box.com/s/zsdstwwk7xph0xlbxopamwvhkuzdoaza
https://unh.box.com/s/u99jk43tlk28kwrcp3iz1pjz5azkcyxt
https://unh.box.com/s/iixs7sjf09zjgto9oxnh3ss2w1w52fqa
https://unh.box.com/s/mq2bsxl0y59dvmg6acvkbn08kqj5lrz4
https://unh.box.com/s/wv229boh741m6oa9mehaa7odxwo6s4zk
https://unh.box.com/s/pvk5ixag835vhl91214pla848nd4j17u
https://unh.box.com/s/m1mbdyerkvdqjivlt0n6ch23pyw8ewu0
https://unh.box.com/s/g5a8m4svwfepmc2zg0hq8ch5otj06a68
https://unh.box.com/s/gfz759ctbldxx7kpuw2gzjluzfuz8fio
https://unh.box.com/s/ezija7crbd7ldrm7y0evvs1jjwdtw88p
https://unh.box.com/s/kxtgs6psgomfu9mu0986slhqh2dh4obk
https://unh.box.com/s/7l1dheyuy6c044z8uy4m60cc4aya5vi3
https://unh.box.com/s/6tcoymtzdfd1d61f7vbyzr1jts7wrnri
https://unh.box.com/s/0v84744k1683peio8qioyph90bqq2nep
https://unh.box.com/s/fm1h6us510kgl1dhb3kwh51xo0gjsoot
https://unh.box.com/s/5tyhmamtwg2vzm30khymhfc1jjpg9mzy
https://unh.box.com/s/jln0upe4k3wyjtc59zh8jewgh5coq5p9
https://unh.box.com/s/5eu6q0vme9ugz6bcg8uvdd9kzw7dfjdi
https://unh.box.com/s/kv3p3xh21jii0u278hdvxa9cjii20k4i
https://unh.box.com/s/k5btqq0dtoeqqca2j7rhbiwppfw5iyxh
https://unh.box.com/s/xsj4szrrtx66c9zm9n4w40cn7okxipyw
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SESSION XXXIX (2017 -18)  

R.39.1 Disallowing Classes During Common Exam 

Blocks 
R.39.25 In Support of Sensible Drug Reform 

R.39.2 Addressing Cultural Appropriation And Racism 

During Halloween 
R.39.26 In Support of Marsy's Law 

R.39.3 Creating Hot Gluten Free Options in Dining Halls R.39.27 Condemning Infringements on Shared 

Governance and Supporting Faculty Senate 

Motion XX-M24 

R.39.4 Requesting Faculty Senate Send a Faculty 

Representative to Weekly Student Senate 

Meetings 

R.39.28 Supporting the Implementation of a Grade 

Exclusion Policy 

R.39.5 Changes in the Mandatory Reporting Policy R.39.29 Urging the Office of the Registrar to Add Grade-

Posting Dates to the Academic Calendar 

R.39.6 Veteran Priority Parking R.39.30 Campus Accessibility in Winter Months 

R.39.7 Expansion in the Dean Ambassador's Program R.39.31 Salting Saves Lives 

R.39.8 Adding Payment to the Tour Guide Position R.39.32 Improving Dorm Maintenance for Health and 

Safety 

R.39.9 Rejecting the Implementation of a Curtailed 

Operation Make-Up Policy 
R.39.33.A Accessibility of the Students' Rights, Rules, and 

Responsibilities 

R.39.10 Implementing Mandated Response at UNH R.39.33.B Opposing House Bills 1264 and 372 

R.39.11 Adding Bias Incident Resources to Class Syllabi R.39.34 Approval of Changes to Article 23 of the 

Students' Rights, Rules, and Responsibilities 

R.39.12 Approval of University Budgets R.39.41 Increasing Visibility of UNH Academic Building 

Labels 

R.39.13 Response to Take Back the Night at UNH R.39.42 Repairing Menstruation Product Dispensers 

R.39.14 Adding a Student Senate Representative as a 

Member of the President's Commissions 
R.39.43 Implementing Universal Syllabi 

R.39.15 Creating More Gender Inclusive Environments 

on Campus 
R.39.44 Phasing Out the Use of iClickers as an 

Educational Tool 

R.39.16 Reducing Gender Barriers in the Housing and 

Residential Life 
R.39.45 Disallowing the Administration of Exams Outside 

of Class and Common Exam Times 

R.39.17 Asking Students to Provide Their Gender from 

Course Evaluation Forms 
R.39.46 Regarding May 5th 

R.39.18 Expanding the Number of Online Courses that 

are Offered 
R.39.47.A Concerning Course Warnings 

R.39.19 Providing Resources for Students During Leaves 

of Absence 
R.39.47.B On the Implementation of Evaluations for 

Academic Advisors 

R.39.20 Supporting the Proposed Policy for Animals on 

UNH Owned Property 
R.39.48 Thanking Non-Renewed Lecturers in COLA 

R.39.21 Opposing the Sudden Dismissal of Lecturers 

from the College of Liberal Arts 
R.39.49 Approving Recommendations from the 

President's Task Force on Campus Climate 

R.39.23 Condemning Infringements on Faculty 

Autonomy 
R.39.50 Allowing Students to Be Paid for Required 

Internships 

R.39.24 Supporting a Statewide Ban on So-Called 

"Conversion Therapy" for Minors 
R.39.51 Protecting College Woods 
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Student Senate Leadership is divided into three co-equal branches, the Officer Corps, the Cabinet of the Student 

Body President, and the Student Trustee & their advisors. These three branches are led by the Speaker, Student 

Body President/VP, and Student Trustee, respectively. 

SPEAKER  
& OFFICER CORPS 

SBP/VP  
& CABINET MEMBERS 

USNH BOARD REP  
& ADVISORS 

•  Speaker 
 

 

•  Deputy Speaker  

•  Execut ive Of f icer  

•  Director of  PR 

•  Business Manager  

•  Histor ian 

•  SAFC Chairperson 

•  SAF CFOs (x2)  

•  Student  Body 
President & VP 

 

•  Academic Af fairs  

•  Campus Structure 

•  Community Dev.  

•  External Affai rs  

•  Heal th & Wel lness 

•  Judic ial  Affai rs  

•  Fraternity & Soror i ty  

•  F i rst  Year 
Representat ive  
 

•  Student  Trustee 
 

 

•  Senior Pol icy 
Advisor  

•  Senior F inancial 
Advisor  

 

 

THE OFFICER CORPS 

The Officer Corps is lead by the Speaker 

of the Student Senate, who is elected 

by the entire Senate at the end of every 

Session for the proceeding one. The 

Speaker and their Officer Corps is 

responsible for running the internal and 

services operations of the Senate. They 

have oversight over the areas of 

finance, public relations, recruitment, 

Senate’s membership, and the Senate’s 

assets.  

The three voting members of the 

Student Activity Fee Committee 

Executive Board also act as Officers of 

the Student Senate. 

 

SPEAKER 

Nick LaCourse  |  senate.speaker@unh.edu 
 

The Speaker of the Student Senate is the sole spokesperson 
and leader of the internal structure of the Student Senate. 
The Speaker oversees and appoints the Officers of the 
Student Senate.  They are ex-officio members of all councils 
and committees of the Student Senate, and work to convey 
resolutions passed by the Student Senate to the 
Administration or other interested parties. 

In addition, while the Student Body President is, clearly, the 
President of the Students, the Speaker is the only person 
who may speak on behalf of the Senate and may be 
accurately regarded as its President. 

 

“The Student Senate Speaker shall be the legitimate 
representative voice of the Student Senate.” 

-Article 1 §1.B of the Student Senate Constitution 
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CABINET OF THE STUDENT BODY PRESIDENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USNH STUDENT TRUSTEE & ADVISORS 

 

STUDENT BODY PRESIDENT & VP 

Ethan McClanahan  |  studentbody.pres@unh.edu 

Jake Adams  |  studentbody.vp@unh.edu 
 

The Student Body President/VP and their Cabinet, as well as 
the Councils and Committees that report to them, are the 
primary means by which the Student Senate formulates and 
initiates policies, interacts with the Administration on a policy 
level, and addresses campus-wide concerns of the Student 
Body. The Student Body President and Vice President are 
elected by the entire Student Body every spring semester, and 
the First Year Representative is elected by First Year students 
during the fall. The other members of the Cabinet are 
appointed by the Student Body President with the advice and 
consent of the Student Senate. 

 

“The Student Senate... the Student Body President and the 
Student Body Vice President shall be the legitimate 
representative voices of the undergraduate Student Body. 

-Article 1 §1.A of the Student Senate Constitution 

The Student Body President and their 

Cabinet, as well as the Councils and 

Committees that report to them, are the 

primary means by which the Student Senate 

formulates and initiates policies, interacts 

with the Administration on a policy level, and 

addresses campus-wide concerns of the 

Student Body. The Student Body President 

and Vice President are elected by the entire 

Student Body every spring semester, and the 

First Year Representative is elected by First 

Year students during the fall.  

The other members of the Cabinet are 

appointed by the Student Body President 

with the advice and consent of the Student 

Senate.  

 

STUDENT TRUSTEE 

Christian Merheb  |  Christian.Merheb@unh.edu 
 

The Student Trustee represents UNH students to the 
University System of New Hampshire (USNH) as a voting 
member on the USNH Board of Trustees (BOT).  
 
As laid out in state statute, the BOT is a 29 members board 
composed of elected and appointed officials, which includes 
two student trustees. These students have full rights and 
privileges and are elected at two out of the four USNH 
institutions on a rotating basis with UNH having a student 
trustee on the board alternating biannually. The Student 
Trustees also sit on the University System Student Board 
(USSB) which is tasked by the BOT to conduct certain student 
initiatives. 
 
 

“The Student Trustee… shall represent the Student Body to 
the University System of New Hampshire Board of Trustees.- 

- Student Senate Bylaws 
 

The University System of New Hampshire is a 
public body tasked to provide a well-
coordinated system of public, 4-year 
education for the state of New Hampshire. 
The system consists of University of New 
Hampshire, Plymouth State University, Keene 
State College, and Granite State College. The 
system is governed by a single Board of 
Trustees. Below the board exists the 
University System Student Board, which is a 
committee composed of two students (one 
undergrad and one grad student) from each 
USNH institution that is tasked with advising 
the Board of Trustees on student issues and 
opinion at each institution. 

The Student Trustee is assisted by two 
Advisors, who assist them in representing UNH 
students to the Board of Trustees. The Senior 
Financial Advisor, one of these advisors, is the 
Chair of the Financial Affairs Committee. 
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Session XL  |  Handbook 

 

14 

The Officer Corps is lead by the Speaker of the Student Senate, who is elected by the entire Senate at the end of 

every Session for the proceeding one. The Speaker and their Officer Corps is responsible for running the internal 

and services operations of the Senate. They have oversight over the areas of finance, public relations, recruitment, 

Senate’s membership, and the Senate’s assets. 

OFFICERS AND HOW TO GET INVOLVED  

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

Caelin McMahon  |  senate.exo@unh.edu 

 

The Executive Officer (Ex-O) maintains the 
membership roster of Student Senate and ensures 
that all members of the body meet the necessary 
qualifications to remain in office. The Executive 
Officer also organizes the annual Fall Orientation for 
members of the Student Senate. 

Reach out to the ExO if you’re interested in helping 
out with… 

• Recruiting New Senators 

• Organizing Bonding and Internal Events for 
Members 

• Developing Senate’s membership 

PARLIAMENTARIAN/DEPUTY SPEAKER 

José Calvo  |  jrc2010@wildcats.unh.edu 

 

The Parliamentarian (Deputy Speaker) is the leading 
figure on the Governing Documents of the Student 
Senate, including parliamentary procedure found in 
Robert's Rules of Order. The Parliamentarian is often 
viewed as the next in line to the Speakership, filling in 
for them in their absence and chairing meetings of 
the Student Senate when they are unable to do so. 
The Parliamentarian assists the Speaker in running 
the internal functions of Student Senate. 

Reach out to the Deputy Speaker if you’re interested 
in learning more about… 

• Strategic Initiatives in the Officer Corps 

• The Governing Documents (Constitution, Bylaws, 
etc.) 

BUSINESS MANAGER 

Abbie Sheridan  |  sena.bm@unh.edu 

 

The Business Manager of the Student Senate is the 
head of the finances of the Student Senate, and 
represents the internal structure of the body on the 
Student Activity Fee Committee (SAFC). The Business 
Manager is charged with ensuring the proper 
disposal of Student Senate's budget and submits a 
proposed budget to SAFC on behalf of the Student 
Senate every fiscal year. 

Reach out to the Business Manager if you’re 
interested in learning more about… 

• Senate’s Budget and its usage 

• Purchasing orders using SAF funds 

• Using an asset of the Senate 

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS 

Brittany Dunkle  |  senate.pr@unh.edu 

 

The Director of Public Relations (DPR) is the chief 
outreach officer of the Student Senate, and is 
charged with its publicitiy, merchandising, online 
presence, and social media. They are also largely 
responsible for organizing voter outreach during 
elections, and, along with the Executive Officer, filling 
vacancies in positions and seats on the Student 
Senate. 

Reach out to the DPR if you’re interested in helping 
out with… 

• Joining the Public Relations Committee 

• Social Media accounts of Student Senate 

• Publicizing and organizing Elections 
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HISTORIAN 

Tyler Anderson  |  tpf32@wildcats.unh.edu 

 

The Historian of the Student Senate is responsible for 
writing and maintaining the minutes of Student 
Senate meetings, and the minutes of Student Activity 
Fee Committee meetings. The Historian also acts a 
resource for historical knowledge and insight for past 
sessions of the Student Senate, and works closely 
with the University Archivist to maintain its historical 
records. 

Reach out to the Historian if you’re interested in 
learning more about… 

• Senate’s History 

• Researching a past Senate resolution 

• Looking into the actions of a previous session and 
the context for one its decisions 

SAFC CHAIRPERSON 

Joshua Velez  |  SAF.Chair@unh.edu 

 

The Chairperson of the Student Activity Fee 
Committee (SAFC) is the official spokesperson of 
SAFC, and often acts as the primary authority on all 
Student Activity Fee matters within and outside of 
the Student Senate. The SAFC Chairperson directly 
oversees and manages the SAF Chief Financial 
Officers and the SAF Outreach Director. 

The SAFC Chairperson is also wholly responsible for 
the proper management of the Budgets and 
Concepts process, acting as the central coordinator 
between current and applicant Student Activity Fee 
Organizations and the Student Senate, as well 
assisting the SAF CFOs in the overall allocation of the 
Student Activity Fee for the following fiscal year. 

SAF CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICERS 

Emily Cochran & Payton Taylor 

SAF.CFO1 @unh.edu & SAF.CFO2 @unh.edu 

 

The Student Activity Fee (SAF) Chief Financial Officers 
are the primary points of contact between student 
organizations and the Student Activity Fee 
Committee, often fulfilling the majority of the 
committee's financial and organizational needs.  

Amongst the many, difficult to summarize 
responsibilities of the Chief Financial Officers, the 
CFOs are responsible for overseeing the Student 
Activity Fee Organizations under their purview, 
helping non-SAFOs apply for SAF funding, and 
assisting the SAFC Chairperson in the general fiscal 
management of the Student Activity Fee.  

The Student Senate holds two Chief Financial 
Officers. 
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The Student Body President and their Cabinet, as well as the Councils and Committees that report to them, are the 

primary means by which the Student Senate formulates and initiates policies, interacts with the Administration on 

a policy level, and addresses campus-wide concerns of the Student Body. The Student Body President and Vice 

President are elected by the entire Student Body every spring semester, and the First Year Representative is 

elected by First Year students during the fall. The other members of the Cabinet are appointed by the Student 

Body President with the advice and consent of the Student Senate. 

 

HOW A SENATOR CAN GET INVOLVED IN POLICY  

 

Over the course of the year, the Student Body President, 

Vice President, and their Cabinet will begin, resume, or 

complete a number of initiatives pertaining to the 

betterment of student life. They may range from 

starting a scholarship for community-driven students, to 

moving the UNH faculty towards cheaper or free 

textbooks. However, it isn’t just the cabinet that can 

work on projects like this, and the Senate encourages 

Senators and non-Senators alike to pick up the mantle 

of an issue they’re passionate about and run with it.  

 

It is recommended that the interested student meet 

with the Student Body President and Vice President first 

so as to make sure that this issue is not already being 

worked on, as well as to get assistance with people to 

contact to make the project a reality, and any other help 

or expertise needed. 

 

If you know of anyone outside of the Student Senate that may want to pursue change at the 

university, but may not want to join the body directly, please encourage them to speak to the 

Student Body President and Vice President, or any member of their Cabinet. 

 

 

 

Writing a Resolution 

 

Want to know how to write a 
resolution? Go to this link to get 
started: 

 
unh.edu/student-senate/resolution-

submission-form 

 

Or Scan: 
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COUNCILS AND OFFICIALS IN CABINET 

 

  ACADEMIC AFFAIRS CHAIR 

Audrey Getman  |  acg1005@wildcats.unh.edu 

The Academic Affairs Council oversees issues relating 
to academic programs and accountability, as well as 
courses, the Discovery Program, faculty, and the 
academic calendar. The Council also reviews and 
recommends changes to the academic sections of the 
Student Rights, Rules, and Responsibilities (SRRR) to 
the Student Senate. 

The Academic Affairs Council is responsible for 
liaising with: 

• The Faculty Senate 

• The Provost & VP of Academic Affairs  

• Academic Departments and Colleges 

CAMPUS STRUCTURE CHAIR 

Devon Guyer  |  deg1010@wildcats.unh.edu 

The Campus Structure Council oversees a broad 
range of issues, including campus sustainability, 
construction, building renovations, parking issues, 
and the Wildcat Transit system. The Council works 
with the Department of Transportation to monitor 
and respond to student input regarding on-campus 
transportation.  

The Campus Structure Council is responsible for 
liaising with: 

• The Department of Transportation 

• The Department of Residential Life 

• The Department of Housing 

• The Chief Sustainability Officer; 

• The Sustainability Institute; 

• The AVP of Facilities 

• Space Allocation, Adaptation and Renewal 
Committee (SAARC) 

COMMUNITY DEVEL. CHAIR 
Nelson Idahosa  |  noi1000@wildcats.unh.edu 

The Campus Structure Council oversees a broad 
range of issues, including campus sustainability, 
construction, building renovations, parking issues, 
and the Wildcat Transit system. The Council works 
with the Department of Transportation to monitor 
and respond to student input regarding on-campus 
transportation.  

The Community Development Council is responsible 
for liaising with: 

• Commissions of the University President 

• Departments of Residential Life & Housing 

• Department of Athletics 

• Office of Multicultural Student Affairs (OMSA) 

• Diversity Support Coalition  

• Student Accessibility Services 

• AVP of Community, Equity and Diversity 

• Commuter and Non-Traditional Student Services 

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS CHAIR 

Liam Sullivan  |  lds1005@wildcats.unh.edu 

The External Affairs Council works to address issues 
with entities outside the scope of the University 
Administration, including the Town of Durham, the 
State of New Hampshire, and the UNH Foundation. 
The Council also oversees relations between the 
student body and alumni.  

The External Affairs Council is responsible for liaising 
with: 

• Durham Town Council 

• General Court & Governor of NH 

• UNH Alumni Association 

• UNH Foundation 
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  HEALTH & WELLNESS CHAIR 

Jenny Hargenrader  |  jeh1026@wildcats.unh.edu 

The Health and Wellness Council is charged with with 
overseeing issues pertaining to the health and well-
being of the undergraduate student body. The 
Council also works to improve student nutrition, 
access to recreational facilities, and medical services.  

The Health and Wellness Council is responsible for 
liaising with: 

• Campus Recreation 

• Dining and Hospitality Services 

• UNH PaCS 

• SHARPP 

• Executive Director of Health & Wellness 

FRATERNITY & SORORITY LIAISON 
Lindsay Collins  |  lmc1018@wildcats.unh.edu 

The Fraternity and Sorority Affairs Liaison serves as 
the official representative of the Student Senate to 
the greek community, namely, the Interfraternity 
Council and Panhellenic Council. The Fraternity and 
Sorority Affairs Liaison also represents students are 
members of Greek life on the Student Senate, and 
works in conjunction with these Councils to represent 
fraternities and sororities as a whole to the 
Administration.  

The Campus Structure Council is responsible for 
liaising with: 

• The Interfraternity Council (IFC)  

• The Panhellenic Council  

• The Grand Presidents' Council  

• The Coordinator of Fraternity & Sorority Life 

FIRST YEAR REPRESENTATIVE 
Vacant 

Elected by the entire First-Year population every fall, 
the First Year Representative represents all students 
whose first year it is at the University of New 
Hampshire, which includes freshmen, transfer 
students, and first semester non-traditional students. 

The First Year Representative investigates and 
recommends policies and initiatives to the Student 
Body President and the Student Senate in relation to 
First Year Life. 

The First Year Representative is the primary 
spokesperson for First Year students. 

JUDICIAL AFFAIRS CHAIR  

Alex Work  |  arw2002@wildcats.unh.edu 

The Judicial Affairs Council oversees issues relating to 
campus safety, law enforcement, and the student 
conduct system.  The Judicial Affairs Council is 
charged with overseeing Student Senate’s oversight 
of the Student Rights, Rules, and Responsibilities 
(SRRR), and investigates proposed changes that 
require Student Senate’s approval 

The Judicial Affairs Council is responsible for liaising 
with: 

• UNH Police 

• Town of Durham Police Department 

• The Office of Community Standards 
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The University System of New Hampshire (USNH) is New Hampshire's central network of publicly owned 

universities. Every school in the System is afforded two student delegates to represent the student bodies at each 

school to the USNH Board of Trustees. The Student Trustee for UNH is a member of the Student Senate. 

The Student Trustee is assisted by two Advisors, who assist them in representing UNH students to the Board of 

Trustees. The Senior Financial Advisor, one of these advisors, is the Chair of the Financial Affairs Committee. 

  

SENIOR POLICY ADVISOR 

The Senior Policy Advisor is the USNH Board 
Representative's primary advisor on matters of USNH 
and USNH Board of Trustees' policy. The Senior Policy 
Advisor assists the USNH Board Representative in 
carrying out the duties of their office, and helps to 
organize and manage the communications and 
initiatives from their desk. The Senior Policy Advisor's 
position within Student Senate is versatile, and their 
duties often fluctuate depending on the current 
policies before the USNH Board of Trustees, or the 
initiatives of the incumbent USNH Board 
Representative. 

SENIOR FINANCIAL ADVISOR 

The Senior Financial Advisor is the USNH Board 
Representative's primary advisor on matters of 
student tuition and mandatory fees. The Senior 
Financial Advisor is the chairperson of the Financial 
Affairs Committee (FAC) of the Student Senate. The 
Senior Financial Advisor, assisted by FAC, annually 
reviews changes in mandatory fees on the student 
body and submit these changes to the Student 
Senate for its approval or disapproval, which in turn 
is handed to the USNH Board of Trustees as the 
official opinion of the UNH undergraduate student 
body. 
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The Student Senate has three different types of subsidiary bodies that assist it in carrying out its various 

functions – committees, councils, and executive/appeals boards.  

 

COUNCILS 

Councils of the Student Senate are primary bodies of origin for resolutions and other policies passed by 

the Senate. All Councils and their Chairpersons report to the Student Body President/VP. Council 

membership is fluid and voluntary, aka you do not need to be added to Council during Senate 

meetings, you can just come to a Council meeting and inform the Chair that you want to join their 

Council. 

For information on the jurisdiction of each council, please go to the section on the Cabinet of the 

Student Body President. 

Academic Affairs External Affairs 

Campus Structure Health & Wellness 

Community Development Judicial Affairs 

 

COMMITTEES   

While Councils are most likely an easy concept to grasp, the distinction between Councils and 

Committees can be more difficult to understand. Committees are distinguished from Councils in either 

of the two following ways. One, they oversee matters explicitly internal to the institution. Alternatively, 

they may oversee policy matters akin to a Council, but are not a Council because their policy charge 

affects the institution in internal matters. An example of the latter category is the Financial Affairs 

Committee (FAC) which, although charged with the policy areas of tuition and student finance, their 

oversight of the mandatory fee review process is an internal process, and therefore FAC is a committee 

and not a council. 

Judiciary 
Committee 

Speaker or 
Deputy Speaker 

Oversees the interpretation of Governing Documents, reviews 

bills and resolutions before they can be presented before the 

Senate. Acts as the arbiter of the SAF Appeals Process, and is the 

Election Committee Appeals Board. 

Election 
Committee 

Speaker Oversees all elections under the purview of the Student Senate; 

currently the First Year Election (for the First Year 

Representative) and the General Election (for the SBP/VP and 

USNH Board Representative). 

Public Relations 
Committee 

Director of 
Public Relations 

Oversees the social media policies of the Student Senate, is 

charged with running various outreach events, and is tasked, 
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alongside the Election Committee, with the publicity of Student 

Senate elections. 

Student Activity 
Fee Committee 

SAFC 
Chairperson 

Oversees Student Senate’s exclusive jurisdiction over the 

Student Activity Fee and the Student Activity Fee Organizations. 

Financial Affairs 
Committee 

Senior Financial 
Advisor to the 
Student Trustee 

Oversees the mandatory fee review process and makes 

recommendations to the Student Senate based on this review 

and other matters of policy affecting student finance. 

Fraternity & 
Sorority Affairs 
Committee 

Fraternity & 
Sorority Affairs 
Liaison 

Oversees Student Senate’s relationship with the Fraternity & 

Sorority Life community. All Senators that are part of a Greek 

chapter are automatically a member of this Committee. 

Ad Hoc 
Committees* 
Currently none 

Varies Temporary committees created by the Senate from time to time 

to fulfill a function that would be inexpedient to charge to an 

existing subsidiary body. 

 

BOARDS 

There are four ‘boards’ within Student Senate. Typically boards can either serve an executive/strategic 

function (such as the Student Senate Executive Board and the SAFC Executive Board), or a judicial 

function (such as the Judiciary Committee as the Election Committee Appeals Board, or the SAF Appeals 

Board).  

Student Senate 
Executive Board 

Student Body 
President 

Provides strategic guidance to the institution of Student Senate 

as a whole. May act on behalf of the Senate when emergency 

requires it. Approves Minutes of Senate meetings. 

SAFC Executive 
Board 

SAFC 
Chairperson 

Provides strategic guidance and administration to the Student 
Activity Fee and SAFC. May act on behalf of SAFC when 
emergency requires it. Approves Minutes of SAFC meetings. 

SAF Appeals 
Board 

Speaker Oversees and adjudicates appealed decisions of the Student 

Activity Fee Committee. Only is formed when an appeals is 

submitted. 

Election 
Committee 
Appeals Board* 

Deputy Speaker Oversees and adjudicates appealed decisions of the Election 

Committee. Not a separate entity in its own right but a function 

(part) of the Judiciary Committee. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Parliamentary procedure is the method by which a deliberative body (such as Student Senate, SAFC, 
etc.) keeps order and avoids confusion during meetings. Student Senate uses the most up-to-date 
version of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised as their official rules of parliamentary procedure. 

This guide is intended to be used as a very general guide to Robert’s Rules of Order and its application 
established in precedent in Student Senate. In this Handbook, precedence supersedes the text of 
Robert’s Rules. Please refer to the Student Senate Historian or the SAFC Chairperson for questions 
relating to historical precedence, and a copy of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised for questions 
relating to parliamentary procedure. 

 

THREE ‘GOLDEN RULES’  OF DEBATE  

 

1. NO ONE may speak out of turn 
Essentially, this rule means that no one may speak unless they are… 

• Recognized by the Chair,  
• Responding to a question that the Chair has allowed to be asked, or 
• Using a specific type of motion that will be discussed later on  
 

2. NOTHING may be discussed by the Committee unless in relation to the current 
motion 

Essentially means that the only thing that can be discussed at any given 
moment is the motion currently on the floor – if there is no motion, nothing 
may be discussed. Also, all comments made must be germane (relevant) to the 
current topic of discussion. 
 

3. KEEP THINGS SIMPLE while debating 
While Robert’s Rules of Order includes several complicated motions and rules, 
complex parliamentary procedure often prohibits a healthy debate, instead of 
keeping it orderly. Robert’s Rules should never be used to stifle the free flow 
of a good discussion, within reason. 
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PURPOSE OF ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER 

The purpose of Robert’s Rules of Order are two-fold: 
 

1. The Protection of the Majority 
The Majority makes overall decisions, but respects the dissenting voice of the 
minority, and will not seek to stifle them in an effort to save time or not be 
annoyed with their views 

 
2. The Protection of the Minority 

Even though they cannot make decisions, the Minority’s right to debate and 
making their views known are protected. HOWEVER, the Minority should not 
use Robert’s Rules as an obstructionist device to annoy the Majority. 

 

HOW TO USE ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER 

 

To Obtain the Floor (to speak) 

To request to speak, raise the following gestures to the Chair, and wait for the Chair to 
acknowledge you before putting your hand down. 

 
 

 

 

 
To ask questions To make a comment or make a motion 

 

The Chair will make a list of persons wishing to speak, with questions coming before 
comments/motions, and within these, those raising their hands first will speak first. 

If you want to make an amendment that you believe has no opposition (called a ‘friendly 
amendment’) raise two fingers instead of one, despite being a motion. 
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GUIDE TO MOTIONS 

In SAFC, there are four general categories of motions: 

1. Main Motions 
2. Subsidiary Motions 
3. Privileged Motions 
4. Incidental Motions. 

 

How to Read the Motions Chart: 

These motions are listed in their order of precedence. When a motion is pending (being debated), motions with 
a higher rank may be made, but motions with a lower rank or of the same rank are out of order. 

 

Note: You must make a comment (raise one finger) to make a motion – you cannot interrupt the current 
speaker. The only exception to this are the Incidental Motions. 

 

Incidental Motions 
Incidental motions must be dealt with immediately, and can interrupt all current business and the current 

speaker. Therefore, they have no rank; they outrank all current motions, and each other. 
 

What you want to do What to say Requires a 
2nd? 

Debat-
able? 

Amend-
able? 

Requires? 

Appeal a ruling from the 
Chair 

“I appeal from the 
decision of the Chair” 

Yes No No 1/2 

Divide the question 
“I move to divide the 
question by…” 

Yes No Yes 1/2 

Call for a vote by roll/raised 
hands/etc. 

“I call for a vote by 
roll/raised hands/etc.” 

No No No None 

Make follow the 
Bylaws/SOPs/Robert’s 
Rules 

“Point of Order, [reason]” No No No Ruling 

Clarify/State factual 
information 

“Point of Information…” No No No None 

Suspend the Rules1 
“I move to suspend the 
rules” 

Yes Ruling No 2/3 

Withdraw a motion “I withdraw my motion” No No No Ruling 

 

 

                                                           
1. Cannot be applied to the Student Senate Constitution, or to sections of the Bylaws or SOPs that involve 
memberships, privileges, and basic parliamentary law. 
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Privileged Motions 
Privileged Motions outrank all other motions (except applicable incidental motions) due to their great importance. The 
difference between privileged motions and other motions is that the Chair is the only person who may ask questions, 

even where debate is not allowed, in order to elicit more information. 
 

# What you want to do What to say Requires 
a 2nd? 

Debat-
able? 

Amend-
able? 

Requires? 

1 Adjourn the meeting “I move to adjourn” Yes No No 1/2 

2 Recess for a set time “I move to recess for…” Yes No Yes 1/2 

3 Raise a question of 
privilege (lights, noise, 
etc.)2 

“Point of Privilege, 
[reason]” 

Yes No No None 

4 Remove the current 
person from the Chair3 

“I move to declare the 
Chair vacant” 

Yes No No 1/2 

 

Subsidiary Motions 
Subsidiary Motions relate to the current motion, and are much more common than privileged or incidental motions 

 

# What you want to do What to say Requires 
a 2nd? 

Debat-
able? 

Amend-
able? 

Requires? 

5 End current debate “I move to call the 
previous question” 

Yes No No 2/3 

6 Limit debate “I move to limit debate to 
[time or number, etc.]” 

Yes No Yes 2/3 

7 Postpone a main motion “I move to postpone the 
motion until [date]” 

Yes Yes Yes 1/2 

8 Refer a main motion4 “I move to refer the 
motion to the [body]” 

Yes Yes Yes 1/2 

9 Amend a current 
amendment 

“I move to amend the 
amendment by…” 

Yes Yes No 1/2 

10 Amend a motion “I move to amend the 
motion by…” 

Yes Yes Yes 1/2 

 

The Main Motion 
The Main Motion is an umbrella term for all motions that do not fall into the preceding categories of motions 

# What you want to do What to say Requires 
a 2nd? 

Debat-
able? 

Amend-
able? 

Requires? 

11 --- “I move to…” Yes Yes Yes Usually 1/2 

                                                           
2 Motion cannot interrupt if the complaint can wait until the current speaker is done talking. For example, if the 
Point of Privilege is something like the lights are too bright, it cannot interrupt the current speaker. 
3 This motion is HIGHLY CONTROVERSIAL, and its use is not established by SAFC or Student Senate precedence. In 
the event that this motion does pass, the SAFC Chairperson would be permitted to sit as a regular voting member, 
and the Senate Speaker would take the Chair. 
4 Motion may be referred to an ad hoc subcommittee, the SAFC Executive Board, or, within the confines of the 
Bylaws, the Student Senate. 
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VOTING 

After debate has ended, the Chair will ask the body “Are there any other questions or comments at this 
time?”. If no members want to speak, the Chair will then initiate voting procedures.5 
 
ONCE VOTING PROCEDURES HAVE BEEN INITIATED, IT IS OUT OF ORDER (NOT ALLOWED) FOR 
MEMBERS TO MAKE ANYMORE QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS. 
 
Next, the Chair will paraphrase the motion for the Committee’s reference by saying “The motion is 
[motion]”, then put the question to the Committee by saying “All those in favor please say AYE” and all 
members who are in favor will say “AYE”. Next, the Chair will say “All those against say NAY” and the 
members who are not in favor will say “NAY”.  
 
The Chair will then conclude voting procedures by announcing the results of the vote, or if the vote is 
too close to call, either the Chair or a member of the committee can request that votes be counted in 
another manner. 
 
All in all, voting procedures will normally go as follows: 

 

* Debate concludes Chair: “Are there any other questions or comments?” 

1 Chair repeats motion Chair: “The motion is….” 

2 Chair asks for those in 
favor 

Chair: “All those in favor please say AYE” 
Members in favor: “AYE” 

3 Chair asks for those 
against 

Chair: “All those against say NAY” 
Members against: “NAY” 

5 Results announced, or 
vote is retaken 

Chair: “That motion passes/fails” 
OR 
A member or the Chair call for a different vote count 

 

 

  

                                                           
5 For a list of who can vote on what motion, please refer to the ‘Committee Structure’ section of this Handbook. 
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The Student Senate is governed by a series of documents that set out how the Student Senate and its 

subsidiary bodies carry out the mission of the body as a whole. The autonomy of the Student Senate and 

its right to self-governance is set out by USNH Board of Trustees' policy, the Student Rights, Rules, and 

Responsibilities, and University precedent. The texts of all Governing Documents can be found on the 

Senate Knowledge Base at unh.box.com/v/UNH-Student-Senate-KB. 

 

CONSTITUTION  

The Constitution of the Student Senate of the University of New Hampshire is the highest governing 

document of the Student Senate, its subsidiary bodies, and all institutions under its jurisdiction. The 

authority of the Student Senate laid out in Article I is reaffirmed by the University Administration 

through USNH Board Of Trustees Policy, the Student Rights, Rules, And Responsibilities (SRRR), and 

historical precedent. 

Amended by: The Student Senate 

Approved by: The Student Senate with the ratification of the University President 

 

BYLAWS 

The Bylaws of the Student Senate of the University of New Hampshire is the primary means by which 

the Student Senate governs itself, and includes sections on its structure, internal rules, the oversight of 

the Student Activty Fee, the approving of changes to the SRRR, and how the Student Senate goes about 

represententing the undergraduate student body to the Administration local and state government, and 

the University System of New Hampshire 

Amended by: The Student Senate 

Approved by: The Student Senate 

 

STANDING ORDERS OF THE SENATE 

The Standing Orders of the Student Senate are approved by the body at the start of each Session and 

provide for common rules of order that are not found in Robert’s Rules of Order. The Standing Orders 

are meant to only apply to the Student Senate as the body-in-session, and generally doesn't reach into 

matters of organization. 

 

Amended by: The Student Senate 

Approved by: The Student Senate 
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SAFC STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES 

The Student Activity Fee Committee Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) serve as a detailed set of 

rules on the use of the Student Activity Fee, in addition to acting as a guide for student organizations 

and business managers on how to best organize their finances to serve the student body. 

 

Amended by: The Student Activity Fee Committee (SAFC) or Student Senate 

Approved by: The Student Senate 

 

ELECTION COMMITTEE SOPS 

The Election Committee Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) is the governing document that govern 

elections run by the Student Senate, including the First Year Election (for the First Year Representative) 

and the General Election (for the Student Body President/VP and the USNH Board Representative. 

 

Amended by: The Election Committee or Student Senate 

Approved by: The Student Senate 

 

FINANCIAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE SOPS 

The Financial Affairs Committee Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) is the governing document that 

guide the Mandatory Fee and Tuition review process. The SOPs serve mostly as an optional directional 

document for the committee, and is not mandatory that these SOPs exist every Session.  

 

Amended by: The Financial Affairs Committee 

Approved by: The Student Senate (optional) 

 

SAF APPEALS PROCESS 

The Student Activity Fee (SAF) Appeals Process serves as the governing document for appealing a 

decision of the Student Activity Fee Committee or the Student Activity Fee Committee Executive Board. 

 

Amended by: The Judiciary Committee or Student Senate 

Approved by: The Student Senate 

 

ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER 

Robert’s Rules of Order is the source of all of Student Senate’s parliamentary procedure and helps to 

maintain order during meetings and protect the rights of the Majority and Minority during debate. 

Robert’s Rules is used by most deliberative assemblies and corporate boards throughout North America. 

 

"The application of parliamentary law is the best method yet devised to enable assemblies of any size, 

with due regard for every member’s opinion, to arrive at the general will on the maximum number of 

questions of varying complexity in a minimum amount of time…” – Intro to Robert’s Rules of Order 
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