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August 28, 2019 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

Welcome to the start of the 2019-2020 academic year. With a revamped orientation program, we 
welcomed over 2,800 new first year students to our campuses representing 33 states and 10 countries. 
At the graduate level, we admitted one of our largest classes, perhaps, in the history of UNH. We have 
seen a double-digit growth in our professional master’s programs both at Manchester and Durham, and 
the largest JD cohort in Concord, which includes a new ABA approved executive JD. We also welcomed 
41 new faculty colleagues to our ranks. I’d like to offer my sincere appreciation to the faculty and staff 
who have worked so hard to prepare the campus for the beginning of a new academic year.    

It has been a busy summer in terms of building on our student success efforts. The four retention teams 
of faculty, staff, and students that worked throughout AY 18-19 submitted their final reports to me, 
which included recommendations for new initiatives to help students stay, graduate and succeed at 
UNH. Seven projects are being supported this year ranging from new orientation and engagement 
efforts, to development of early warning programs for students in gateway courses, and a new 
sophomore engagement strategy. The ultimate goal of these efforts is to enhance our already strong 
retention metric to above 90%. 

We completed several leadership searches over the last year including permanent deans in COLA and 
the Graduate School, and a new director of the Marine School. This fall, we also welcome two new 
senior administrators — Bill Poirier as CIO and Pelema Morrice as the vice provost for enrollment 
management. We are in the final stages of recruitment for a senior vice provost for research following 
Jan Nisbet’s retirement this summer. We expect to have finalists on campus in late September/early 
October. We will also be initiating a national search for a new dean of CEPS. 

This fall we have instituted a new ‘chairs and academic leaders’ meeting series to engage all levels of 
campus academic leadership and to ensure that topics of interest to the chairs can be discussed in 
depth. In collaboration with Chris Clement, we will also be visiting colleges and non-academic units and 
groups to share updates on budget, strategy and university planning this fall. The goal of these efforts is 
to improve communication with the campus community and to provide opportunities for the campus to 
learn more about operations at UNH. 

The start of the academic year brings with it new opportunities and a fresh start for students, faculty 
and staff alike. I look forward to seeing all that we can accomplish together this year.  

Thank you for everything that you do in support of UNH and the success of our students.  

Wayne E. Jones Jr, Ph.D. 
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 


