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Proposed Changes to UNH’s General Education Curriculum 
Drafted by Faculty Senate Agenda Committee  

Purpose of document: Provide a summary of the Discovery Review Committee (DRC) recommendations and  
introduce a process for proposal review and implementation   

 
What are the parameters for UNH’s general education curriculum? 

 The New England Commission of Higher Education (NECHE), our accrediting body, requires 40 credits 
be completed in general education for a bachelor’s degree. 

 UNH recommends that students take at least 24 credits outside of their college (or, in the case of COLA 
and UNH-M, outside their division or program).  

What are the skills, abilities, and perspectives believed to embody an educated and prepared student?  
 
The Discovery Review Committee final report states: “Our proposal keeps at its core a broad liberal arts 
experience but aligns with the skills and global challenges necessary to prepare productive, intellectually 
engaged, and ethically conscious graduates”   

 Current Discovery Program Proposed Discovery Program 
Skills 
 
 

First-year writing 
Quantitative reasoning 
Writing across curriculum (WI) 
Inquiry  

First-year writing 
Quantitative reasoning 
Writing across curriculum (WI) 

   
Knowledge categories 
 
 

1. Biological Science* 
2. Physical Science* 
3. Environment, Technology 

& Society 
4. Fine and Performing Arts  
5. Historical Perspectives 
6. Humanities 
7. Social Science 
8. World Cultures  

1. Science or Science Literacy 
2. Science or Science Literacy 
3. Fine and Performing Arts 
4. Historical Perspectives 
5. Humanities  
6. Social Science  

 *Lab required for either 1 or 2  
Perspectives: Global 
Challenges & Sustainable 
Living Attributes* 

 A. Diversity & Inequality: The 
US Experience* 

B. Environment and People 
C. Ethnicity, Community, and 

Social Identity 
D. Civic Participation and 

Democratic Governance  
E. World Cultures and Global 

Literacy  
*A is required and then choose 3 
from B, C, D, E 

 *To be developed: First-year course 
offerings (DRC updated the category 
name since the published report)  

Culminating experience Senior year capstone experience 
 

Senior year capstone experience 
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What are the specific changes proposed by the Discovery Review Committee?  

 Phase out Lab and Inquiry requirements and the ETS knowledge category  
 Add the Global Challenges and Sustainable Living Attributes 
 Add newly designed first-year courses required for all students for Attribute A: Diversity & Inequality: 

The United States Experience 
 Introduce a minor in Global Challenges and Sustainable Living  
 Allow upper-level courses to count toward Discovery requirements 

What are some current institutional motivations in support of the recommended changes?   

 President Dean’s Fall 2020 draft of UNH’s Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Initiatives include: 
Incorporation of diversity, equity, and inclusion into the curriculum. 

 UNH carries the STARS Platinum ranking by the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in 
Higher Education and integrating sustainability more clearly into the general education curriculum will 
support our work in this area. 

What are some current areas of challenge? 

 Ensuring that there will be an adequate number of seats available to students in the new first-year 
experience courses for the Diversity & Inequality: The US Experience attribute, and that implementation 
does not place undue hardship on a single department.   

 Managing the climate of competition surrounding general education courses. 
 Addressing concerns about advising students through the curriculum.   

 
Process: Options for Approval & Implementation of Proposed Changes 

 
Phase 1: Faculty Senate 

 Deliberate and vote on the recommended changes 

Phase 2: Ad Hoc Committee(s) and/or Discovery Program Committee  

 Establish the framework for the Diversity & Inequality: The US Experience courses (Back to Faculty 
Senate for approval) 

 Develop the learning outcomes for the new Knowledge categories and the Global Challenges and 
Sustainable Living Attributes (Back to Faculty Senate for approval) 

Phase 3: Discovery Program Committee 

 Course reviews and approval 

Information & Resources 

The following survey link has been created to submit questions, thoughts, and ideas about the DRC 
recommendations and implementation: https://unh.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4TkwlfurK4HOyUZ 

You can learn more about the specific charges that guided the Discovery Review Committee work here: 
https://www.unh.edu/fac-senate/discovery-review-committee 

You can learn more about the NECHE accreditation requirements and guidance on general education here: 
https://www.neche.org/resources/standards-for-accreditation/ 

You can learn more about UNH’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Initiatives here: 
https://www.unh.edu/inclusive/ 


