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Rationale: UNH’s academic program is accredited by the New England Commission of Higher 
Education (NECHE), which requires 40 credit hours of general education for completion of the 
bachelor’s degree. UNH’s general education program is the Discovery program. The implementation 
of the Discovery Program was endorsed by the Faculty Senate in the spring of 2009. A review of the 
program was conducted in 2015. Although another 5-year review is not required, the Discovery 
Committee and the Faculty Senate agreed that another review was warranted as Discovery 
approached it’s 10-year anniversary.  
 
In February 2019, the Faculty Senate passed a motion for the formation of the ad hoc Discovery 
Review Committee (DRC). The DRC had faculty representatives from each College, a Faculty Senate 
representative, and one faculty member of the Discovery Program Committee as voting members.  
 
In April 2019, the Faculty Senate approved specific charges to guide the work of the DRC. These 
charges were based on problems and concerns about Discovery that were raised since its 
implementation:  
 
Charges: 
 1) Investigate ways the Discovery Program can become more manageable for students in highly 
structured pre-Professional majors.  
2) Investigate ways the Discovery Program can develop the flexibility to allow Transfer Students to 
achieve their degrees in a timely fashion.  
3) Investigate the First-Year experience at UNH to achieve academic and community engagement 
through interdisciplinary Discovery offerings.  
4) Investigate ways to encourage High Impact practices (such as Study Abroad and Internships) by 
aligning the transfer and assessment of credits with the goal of encouraging, rather than deterring, 
students who wish to take advantage of these enriching opportunities.  
5) Investigate ways Discovery can accommodate qualified students who wish to fulfill distributive 
requirements in upper division courses, possibly as part of a Minor or Cognate cluster and/or through 
a deeper understanding of a content area or category (depth).  
6) Investigate the possibility of incorporating Ethical Attributes (such as Diversity, Civic Education, and 
Sustainability) that are politically, socially, and culturally inclusive.  
7) Review the concerns about Discovery delivery by colleges and “turf” battles over Discovery courses.  
8) Tasks 1–7 should be carried out in concert with a review of the best practices and successful 
strategies adopted by other universities, especially our comparators. 
 
The DRC worked for over a year, and the Committee submitted its final report to the Agenda 
Committee in September 2020. Members of the Agenda Committee and the Academic Program 
Committee reviewed the report in October and November and provided initial comments, 
particularly as the clarity. DRC Chair, Scott Smith, presented the final recommendations to the Senate 
December 2020.  



 
The Agenda Committee set up a Qualtrics survey link to gather faculty feedback from December 2020 
to February 2021. The Agenda Committee produced a report of the feedback that identified major 
themes and included all of the submitted comments in the appendix. DRC Chair, Scott Smith, and 
Discovery Program Director, Nicky Gullace, worked together with relevant stakeholders to consider 
the feedback submitted. Revisions were made to the recommendations presented December 2020 
that were within the spirit and goals of the DRC work and could be made without significant 
disruption to the full set of recommendations. The final, revised DRC recommendations were 
presented to the Faculty Senate on February 8, 2020.  

Motion:  
The Faculty Senate endorses the Discovery Review Committee’s recommended changes to the UNH 
general education program as presented to the Faculty Senate on February 8, 2021.   
 

 


