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Impact Summary

• Creates a Diversity Requirement, based on the study of systemic inequality in the United States. 

• Reduces overall student Discovery requirements by 2-3 courses.

• Uses “stackable” Attributes to reduce the overall number of requirements, without eliminating 
disciplinary categories.

• Allows upper-division courses to carry Discovery credit.

• Facilitates High Impact practices, such as Study Abroad and Internships.

• Adds “Global Challenges & Sustainable Living” Attributes, enhancing UNH’s STARS Platinum Sustainability 
ranking and adding value to participating classes.



Reduces the Number of Discovery Courses from 10-11 + lab
to as few as 9 with no required lab.

Current Discovery Program:

• First Year Writing (4cr)

• Quantitative Reasoning (4cr)

• Inquiry (4 cr.) may be stacked

• Biological Science (4 cr.)

• Physical Science (4 cr.)

• 1 Science lab (0 cr.)

• Environment, Technology, & Society (4 cr.)

• Fine & Performing Arts (4 cr.)

• Historical Perspectives (4cr.)

• Humanities (4 cr.)

• Social Sciences (4 cr.)

• World Cultures (4 cr.)

• Capstone in Major (4 cr.) 

Current Discovery Programs: 13 requirements can be fulfilled 
in 11-12 Discovery classes (+ WI and Capstone)

Revised DRC Discovery Proposal:
Foundational Courses

• First Year Writing (4 cr.)

• Quantitative Reasoning (4 cr.)

• Diversity & Inequality the United States Experience (4 cr.)

Knowledge Courses

• Science & Science Literacy (4 cr.)

• Science & Science Literacy (4 cr.)

• Fine & Performing Arts (4 cr.)

• Historical Perspectives (4 cr.)

• Humanities (4 cr.)

• Social Sciences (4 cr.)

• Capstone in Major (4 cr.)

Proposed Discovery Program: 12 requirements can be fulfilled in 9–12 Discovery classes     
(+ Wi and Capstone)

Stackable Attributes (All three required)
• Environment, Technology & Society
• Civic Participation & Democratic Governance
• World Cultures & Global Literacies

Students may fulfill Global Challenges & Sustainable 
Living Attribute requirements through a stand alone class 
or in combination with a Discovery Knowledge course, an 
appropriate Major course, or an approved High Impact 
Experience.

Stackable Attribute
• Inquiry



How will this proposal impact Highly Structured Majors?

• Engineering Majors: Engineering Majors fulfill 
several of their Discovery Requirements in-Major. The new DRC 
proposal, however, reduces the number they must fulfill outside 
CEPS by one. 

Current Discovery load:

• First Year Writing

• Biological Science

• Fine & Performing Arts

• Historical Perspectives

• Humanities

• Social Sciences

• World Cultures

Under the new DRC proposal, Engineering students would add 
Diversity and Inequality: The U.S. Experience, but they would 
no longer need to take a separate Biological Science course. 
World Cultures & Global Literacies and Civic Participation & 
Democratic Governance would be “Stackable” Attributes, 
covered in one of their other Discovery classes. (Engineering 
Majors would still fulfill ETS in-major.)

Total Reduction: 1 class

• Nursing Majors: Nursing Majors fulfill several of their 
Discovery Requirements in-Major. The new DRC proposal, however, 
reduces the number they must fulfill outside CHHS by one. 

Current Discovery:

• First Year Writing

• Physical Science

• Fine & Performing Arts

• Historical Perspectives

• Humanities

• ETS

• World Cultures

Under the new DRC proposal, Nursing students would add 
Diversity and Inequality: The U.S. Experience, but they would 
no longer need to take a separate Physical Science course. 
World Cultures & Global Literacies, Civic Participation & 
Democratic Governance, and Environment, Technology & 
Society would be “Stackable” Attributes, covered in one of 
their other Discovery classes. 

Total Reduction: 1 class

New Discovery sample load:
• First Year Writing
• Diversity & Inequality
• FPA
• HP
• HUMA (+ WC)
• SS (+ Civics)

New Discovery:
• First Year Writing
• Diversity & Inequality
• FPA
• HP (+ETS)
• HUMA (+ WC)
• SS (+ Civics)



What are the Risks and Benefits?
Risks: 
• While students will still need 128 credits to 

graduate, 4-8 credits will shift from Discovery 
to the “free market,” giving students more 
choice but reducing the overall number of 
seats likely to be filled in Discovery.

• Lab classes will focus on Major, pre-Med, and 
other interested non-Majors, but will lose 
guaranteed General Education students who 
do not wish to take them.

• The Diversity Requirement will need sufficient 
resources to staff courses, in all Colleges, that 
deal with racial inequality in the United States.

• Students and Advisors will need to become 
accustomed to “stackable” courses in order to 
take advantage of double-counted classes.

• Inquiry 444 classes wishing to remain in 
Discovery will need to apply for a Knowledge 
and/or Global Challenges designation. 

Benefits: 
• Students will have greater flexibility, potentially 

allowing them to add Minors, Cognates, or 
Internships.

• Diversity Requirement will fulfill a key DEI goal 
without adding to the overall number of 
Discovery courses.

• Non-Science students will have a curriculum 
targeted to their needs in Science Literacy, while 
Lab faculty will be able to focus on the needs of 
Science Majors & Pre-Med students.

• Upper Division courses can apply for Discovery 
credit, potentially boosting enrollments.

• Under-enrolled Discovery courses can boost 
enrollments by stacking requirements.

• Global Challenges & Sustainable Living classes 
will contribute to a curriculum founded on 
students’ interest in thematic and relevant topics.



Timeline:
*Faculty Senate Vote: Spring 2021
*Implementation: AY 2021-2022

-Solicit & Review Course Proposals
- Work on Scheduling needs with ABET Programs
-Offer Advising Trainings
-Work with Registrar on Changes to DegreeWorks

*First Year Students under new Discovery arrive: Fall 2022


