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Meeting called to order at 4:46 p.m. on May 7, 2018                              MINUTES SUMMARY 

I. Roll – The following senators were absent: Ballestero, Gass, Mathieson, Shipe, and Simos. 
Fertik, Hiller, Merenda, and Smick-Attisano were excused.  

II. Election of Agenda Committee members for Faculty Senate Session XXIII – The slate of 
proposed Agenda Committee members was presented by Senate chair Dan Innis. That slate 
includes Scott Smith as chair, David Bachrach as vice chair, Dan Innis as past chair, and Jim 
Connell, Lori Hopkins, and Erin Sharp as at-large members of the committee. There were no 
nominations from the floor. Allison Wilder moved to accept the slate, and Joe Onosko seconded 
that motion. The Senate voted unanimously to approve the slate as presented, with no abstentions. 
 
III. Remarks by and questions to the chair – Senate chair Scott Smith welcomed the members of 
Senate Session XXIII. He said he was humbled by his role in the Senate and said that his intent is 
to ensure that the academic mission of the university goes forward.   
 
He said that there are three items he would like to focus on during the next academic year. He 
would like to insist on academic rigor in our institution. He noted that there has been some conflict 
between the provost’s office and other offices of the president’s cabinet this past year, and it is his 
hope that in the new administration, the position of the provost will be more like an Executive Vice 
President to whom other Vice Presidents would report. This would send a strong message that the 
academic mission of the university is central. 
 
He would like to establish a pipeline for faculty leadership at UNH, establishing methods to teach 
and train interested and capable faculty for leadership opportunities and positions in our 
community. 
 
He would also like to work with the administration, meeting monthly with the president, to foster 
a spirit of cooperation between the faculty and the administration, insisting on transparency. He 
noted that the Faculty Senate is not just in the business of responding to the administration’s 
initiatives, but that we can be a part of the problem-solving process by generating ideas. He said it 
will be important for us to provide guidance to the administration on a proactive level rather than 
a reactionary level. 
 
To that end, Scott would like to establish a new standing Senate committee which would handle a 
few long-term visionary charges each year. 
 
He said that the Agenda Committee will be meeting on May 21, and that any senators with ideas 
they would like for the Senate to review, they are welcome to send those ideas, questions, or 
concerns to any Agenda Committee member before then. 
 

The fundamental function of the approved minutes of the Faculty Senate is to accurately 
document actions taken by that body. Additionally, the minutes traditionally seek to provide 
context by capturing some statements of Senators, faculty in attendance, and guests. The 
minutes do not verify the veracity, authenticity, and/or accuracy of those statements. 
 



There will be a planning session on Monday, June 4 for all Session XXIII senators. June 18 and 
August 1 will be the dates of two more Agenda Committee meetings this summer. 
 
VIII. New Business – A senator asked if there will be a meeting for Senate committee chairs in 
August. Scott said that there is not one scheduled, although the chairs will meet with the Agenda 
Committee after lunch on June 4, after the planning session.  
 
IX. Adjournment – Upon a motion and second to adjourn, the meeting was adjourned at 4:56 
p.m.  
 
 
 

 


