
TESTING SOIL TEXTURE

1. Get a handful of soil from a garden or schoolyard.
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You will need: a handful of soil, water and a tape measure or ruler.

The NH Fish and Game Department receives Federal Assistance from the US Fish & Wildlife 
Service, and thus prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, 

age, religion and sex, pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Title IX of the 
Education Amendments of 1972, and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975. If you believe you 

have been discriminated against in any program, activity or service, please contact or write to:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Division of Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration
4001 N. Fairfax Drive, Mail Stop: WSFR – 4020, 

Arlington, Virginia 22203, 
Attention: Civil Rights Coordinator for Public Programs

2. Wet the soil gradually and work it in your hand until it 
forms a ball. Keep working the ball of soil until it doesn’t 
change any more.

3. Now, slowly squeeze the soil out between your thumb 
and your forefinger – pushing away from your body. 
Watch carefully to see if the soil sticks together and if a 
“ribbon” forms...

• If the soil won’t form any sort of ribbon at all and is 
very hard to form into a ball, then the soil texture is 
SANDY. Grains of sand will stick to your fingers.

• If you can make a ribbon about an inch long before it 
breaks off, and the ball of mud feels spongy, but you 
can’t feel any sand grains, then you can describe your 
soil as SILT.

• If the ball of mud feels like very smooth playdough, and 
you can make a long ribbon of two inches or more, 
then it is a CLAY soil.
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Wild Times for Kids is published twice a year by the New Hampshire Fish and Game Department. 
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