
 

 

Western 
Sources Descriptions 

Pre-
Crusades 
(Pre-
Eleventh 
Century)  

Liuprand of 
Cremona 

Liuprand of Cremona was an ambassador from Germany who visited the Byzantine Empire in the mid-
10th century. His virulent hatred of the Byzantine claims to being the true Romans left him with a 
negative opinion of the Byzantines, and his report was mostly full of complaints and stereotypes. 

First 
Crusade 
(1096-1099)  

Gesta 
Tancredi 

The Gesta Tancredi is a history of the deeds of Tancred de Hauteville on the First Crusade written by 
Ralph of Caen, a Norman chaplain. The Byzantines are portrayed as traitorous, backstabbing enemies 
of Tancred, and his conflicts with them as justified.  

Robert the 
Monk 

Robert the Monk was an obscure author of a rewritten account, originally known as the Gesta 
Francorum. This text portrays the Byzantines as plotting and conniving opponents of the crusaders. 

Fulcher of 
Chartres 

Fulcher of Chartres was a priest who served with the Flemish contingent of the First Crusade. Though 
far more ambivalent towards the Byzantines than most other western authors, he nevertheless still 
presented them as an obstacle to the crusade. 

Raymond 
d'Aguilers 

Raymond d'Aguilers was a member of the Occitan contingent led by Raymond of Toulouse. 
Interestingly, though Raymond of Toulouse formed a friendship with Emperor Alexios and was deemed 
the most loyal by Anna Komnene, Raymond d'Aguilers had an unbridled hatred of the Byzantines and 
took every opportunity to present them in a negative light.   

Albert of 
Aachen 

Albert of Aachen was a member of the German clergy who wrote about, though did not participate in, 
the First Crusade. Notably, Albert was evenhanded towards the Byzantines and even towards the 
Muslims, a rare example of tolerance and perspective in Crusade literature.  

Second 
Crusade 
(1147-1150)  

Odo of Deuil 

Odo of Deuil was a clergy member who accompanied the French King Louis VII in his journey through 
Byzantine lands during the Second Crusade. Odo essentially dedicated his book to calling for revenge 
against the Byzantines for their perceived hostility towards the French and blamed them entirely for 
the failure of the crusade. 

Third 
Crusade 
(1189-1192)  
De 
Expugnatione 
Frederici 
Imperatoris 

De Expugnatione Frederici Imperatoris is an anonymous chronicle of the German Emperor Frederick 
Barbarossa's travels through the Byzantine Empire. Notably, the text highlights the battles and 
skirmishes between German and Byzantine forces, and Frederick’s great offense at the Byzantines 
denying his title of Holy Roman Emperor. 



 

 

Byzantine 
Sources Descriptions 

Pre-Crusades 
(Pre-Eleventh 
Century)  

Strategikon 

A military manual written by the Byzantine Emperor Maurice in the 7th century CE which 
gave me crucial insights into the Byzantine style of warfare, in particular the use of deceit, 
bribery, and ambushes. 

De 
Administrando 
Imperio 

De Administrando Imperio was a guide and book of advice written by Emperor Constantine 
VII in the 10th century for his son and heir. This source contained interesting information 
about Byzantine attitudes towards foreigners in general. 

First Crusade 
(1096-1099)  

The Alexiad 

The Alexiad, written by the Byzantine princess Anna Komnene in the mid 12th century, is a 
biography of Emperor Alexios Komnenos (r.1081-1118). Her accounts of Byzantine-Crusader 
interactions during the First Crusade, to which she was sometimes an eyewitness herself, 
give great insight into Byzantine anti-Latin attitudes and stereotypes.  

Second 
Crusade 
(1147-1150)  

John Kinnamos 

John Kinnamos was an imperial secretary who wrote a history of the reigns of Emperors 
John II Komnenos (r.1118-1143) and Manuel I Komnenos (r.1143-1180). The Empire's 
dealings with the Crusader states and the Second Crusade are covered in his history. 

Third Crusade 
(1189-1192)  

Niketas 
Choniates 

Niketas Choniates was a member of the imperial bureaucracy and a Byzantine governor 
during the Third Crusade (1189-1192) and an eyewitness to the events of the Fourth 
Crusade (1202-1204), including the brutal and devastating Sack of Constantinople. His 
history, written after the Fourth Crusade, contains a multitude of condemnations of the 
crusaders and their crimes.  

      

 


