Discovery Committee Minutes April 15" (Teams)

Present: Nicoletta Gullace (Chair), Gregory McMahon, Kathrine Aydelott, Alecia Magnifico,
Roger Grinde, Anna Wainwright, Grace Simmons, Maeve Dion, Meaghan Dittrich, Catherine

Peebles, Qi Zhang, Timothy Montminy, Laura Upham, Forrest Schwartz, Kenneth Mitchell

Absent: Matthew MacManes, Sachiko Akiyama

Welcome

The chair began the meeting with welcoming committee members.

Action [tems

1. Approval of the Minutes from the April 1% meeting.
Vote: Yes: 6 No: 0 Abstain: 0. Minutes Approved.
2. Student Petitions.

a.

Petition to allow military experience to satisfy Discovery World Culture
requirements.

Vote: Yes: 6 No: 0 Ab: 0. Petition Approved.

Petition to allow UNH course ANTH 415.01 to satisfy Discovery Social Science
requirements.

Vote: Yes: 0 No: 5 Ab: 2. Petition Denied.

Petition to allow UNH course THDA 633.01 to satisfy Discovery Fine and
Performing Arts requirements.

Vote: Yes: 8 No: 0 Ab: 0. Petition Approved.

Petition to allow Emmanuel College course ARTS 552 to satisfy Discovery ET&S
requirements.

Vote: Yes: 5 No: 1 Ab: 1. Petition Approved.

Petition to allow three semesters in UNH course MUSI 453 and MUSI 454 to satisfy
Discovery Fine and Performing Arts requirements.

Vote: Yes: 8 No: 0 Ab: 0. Petition Approved.

Updates and Discussions

1. Inquiry Waiver and Registrar update

a.

An email was sent by the Discovery Chair to the Associate Deans in support of the
registrar’s continued approval of Inquiry waivers for transfer students with incoming
credit (AP, college coursework, etc.). Considering the ongoing revisions to the
Discovery program, it was determined that no additional concerns would be raised at
this time.

2. General Education Presentation

a.

Anna shared that while the framework feels solid, it will only be effective if
supported by clear implementation principles planned for next year. The vote on
Monday is not the final step; the goal is to approve the framework’s basic structure



and can continue developing implementation over the next several years, with full
rollout likely not until 2028.

The framework is organized into two main parts: Foundations, which focus on
durable skills taught through courses, and Perspectives, which provide disciplinary
breadth. Students must take at least one course in each of three broad disciplinary
categories, plus two additional courses chosen from those categories for a total of
five. There is also a wild card option that allows students to choose any general
education course, enabling flexibility (for example, taking multiple courses within the
same category). In addition, there are required attributes of skills like inquiry that are
no longer standalone requirements but are embedded within the learning outcomes
across all categories.

The proposed framework retains the lab science requirement, meaning students must
take at least one science course, and it must include a lab. Other requirements for
Writing Intensive and IDEA were voted separately in Senate and will remain
unchanged. IDEA courses can be taken at any point in a student’s academic career
and across disciplines, while Writing Intensive courses continue to be distributed
throughout the curriculum.

The wild card course is an additional course, and the total general education
requirement remains for 40 credits, structured as ten four-credit courses, consistent
with both the current Discovery model and the proposed new framework.

The new Gen Ed framework aims to clearly balance skills and disciplinary breadth
while simplifying requirements. It reduces categories from ten to seven, increases
student flexibility through choice and a wild card option, and may allow some upper-
level courses to count. The plan also includes optional interdisciplinary minors that
students can complete while fulfilling Gen Ed requirements. Guardrails will be
developed during implementation to limit how many Gen Ed courses can be taken
within a major, at the upper level, or online.

A question was asked about the wild card category? The wild card option allows
students to choose any general education course, enabling flexibility. The student can
take a course in either the Perspective or Foundations category; it is their choice.

The COLSA rep shared that the student learning objectives (SLOs) for the new
framework have been drafted but not finalized. They will not be voted on by the
Senate this term and will instead be considered next term. The speakers emphasize
that SLOs may need to change to align with the new framework, especially for lab
courses. There are concerns about ensuring SLOs are flexible enough to
accommodate online and non-residential students, since strict lab requirements (such
as wet labs) could create access issues. As a result, significant discussion and revision
of SLOs is expected during the next year of implementation planning.

The registrar shared insight that there may need to be interpreting when it comes to
credits for the GenEd program. Especially along the line of adding the minor piece



with the gened. Additionally, they raise concerns about how Gen Ed categories and
the optional minor component would work for transfer students, particularly given the
high volume of Gen Ed transfers. They emphasize the need for a clear, streamlined
structure so students can realistically benefit from the minor option. There is also
concern about avoiding excessive administrative complexity, such as numerous
degree audit exceptions or manual coding requirements, which could create
significant workload.

The writing program rep asked for more information on durable skills whether it is
transferable or applicable across the disciplines? Anna shared that the framework
emphasizes “foundational skills” rather than “soft skills,” using language that is more
student-facing. These skills reflect the core goals of a liberal arts education abilities
students carry with them beyond college including written and creative
communication, creative thinking, quantitative reasoning, and civic engagement, all
of which align with the program’s learning outcomes.

The student senate representative shared strong support for the Gen Ed model, saying
it gives the program a clear sense of purpose and reflects years of work toward a more
meaningful and flexible system. They note that the Student Senate supports the model
and is preparing a resolution for the Faculty Senate. From a student perspective, the
speaker highlights how the wild card option would have prevented redundant
coursework when adding a second major, making the system more efficient and
student friendly. Overall, the model is viewed as flexible, practical, and well aligned
with student needs.

Anna addressed a previous question about interdisciplinary scope and shared that the
revised Gen Ed program is meant to feel purposeful rather than a checklist, with its
structure helping students understand why they are taking courses. Interdisciplinarity
is a core goal of the model, especially through the perspectives of categories, but it
will require clear implementation of guardrails to prevent students from staying
entirely within their own departments. While approving the framework now is the
priority, the intent is to promote meaningful interdisciplinary learning by eventually
setting rules that push students to engage across fields and colleges.

3. Education Major Discovery Exception

a.

The Discovery Chair and administrative staff received an email from the Registrar’s
Office regarding the Education program and its relationship to Discovery courses.
The bachelor’s program is awarding HUMA and HP credit to students who complete
EDUC 402, EDUC 405, and EDUC 701. Additionally, students who take EDUC 520
and ENGL 405 are meeting the Social Science attribute for Discovery. The Registrar
expressed concern, noting that this arrangement is not something they have
previously approved, and asked whether Discovery was aware of it. Neither the Chair
nor the administrative staff were familiar with this policy, so it was brought to the



committee to discuss. It was agreed to contact Andrew Coppens for clarification, as
the decision may have been made in prior years.
Next Committee meeting is April 29™, 2026
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