
Discovery Committee Minutes April 1st (Teams)  
 
Present: Nicoletta Gullace (Chair), Gregory McMahon, Kathrine Aydelott, Alecia Magnifico, 
Roger Grinde, Anna Wainwright, Grace Simmons, Meaghan Dittrich, Catherine Peebles, Qi 
Zhang, Timothy Montminy, Laura Upham, Forrest Schwartz, Sachiko Akiyama, Kenneth 
Mitchell 
Absent: Matthew MacManes, Maeve Dion 
Welcome 
The chair began the meeting by welcoming guest speaker Sarah Batterson, CPSO.  

Action Items 
1. Approval of the Minutes from the March 4th meeting. 

Vote: Yes: 6 No: 0 Abstain: 0. Minutes Approved.  
2. Student Petitions.  

a. Petition to allow UNH History 537 to satisfy Discovery Historical Perspectives 
requirement.  
Vote: Yes: 8 No: 0 Ab: 0 Petition Approved.  

b. Petition to allow SNHU course ATH 205 to satisfy Discovery World Cultures 
requirement.  
Vote: Yes: 7 No: 0 Ab: 2. Petition Approved.  

c. Petition to allow UNH course ANTH 695 to satisfy Discovery Historival Perspectives 
requirements.  
Vote: Yes: 9 No: 0 Ab: 1. Petition Approved. 

d. Petition to allow UVM Chem 403 courses to satisfy Discovery Physical Science 
requirements 
Discussion: The course did not meet the required C- grade to count towards transfer 
credit at UNH; therefore, it was not accepted by the registrar. Discovery committee 
recommended the student sign up for a PS course over the summer and petition 
ASAC making a case to be exempt from the grade threshold that applied during 
admissions.   

Updates and Discussions 
1. Inquiry Waiver and Registrar concerns 

a. The chair explained that UNH accepts credits from many institutions, but some 
faculty and departments are uncomfortable with the perceived quality of certain 
transfer credits, including study abroad programs that UNH has formal contracts with. 
Despite students expecting these credits to count, some departments resist accepting 
them as equivalent. In 2012, the Faculty Senate passed a motion allowing students 
who transfer with 26 credits to waive the Inquiry requirement (previously 58 credits). 
This change was requested by associate deans due to limited Inquiry course 
availability and heavy course loads, especially for science students. Now, some 



associate deans argue the standard is too lenient, and claim it should exclude AP and 
similar credits, even though the registrar has been applying the waiver exactly as 
written. The chair strongly supported the registrar’s interpretation, warning that 
asking the registrar to judge “good” versus “bad” credits would harm students and be 
unfair especially if UNH accepts credits but refuses to let them count toward 
Discovery requirements. She emphasized that any change should go through a new 
Faculty Senate motion, not administrative reinterpretation. She also raised concern 
about a broader shift in institutional priorities: moving away from a student-centered 
approach to supporting transfer students and toward a revenue-driven mindset 
influenced by responsibility-centered management. In her view, recent resistance 
reflects worries about losing tuition revenue rather than academic integrity. 

b. The Honors College rep shared how the Honors College distinguishes true transfer 
students from those with college credits earned during high school, limiting reduced 
Honors requirements to students with post–high school college experience to ensure 
the policy supports transfer integration, not accelerated progress. 

c. The PAUL college rep shared that if the language on the motion says “credits” then 
we cannot change the way transfer credits are accepted until the motion language is 
changed. 

d. The COLSA rep shared that this concern is a faculty governance issue and needs to 
be addressed in the faculty senate if a change were to be made.  

e. The CEPS rep asked a clarifying question about transfer of credits and departments 
being able to decide which credits are applied to the student's major. The chair 
responded, sharing that it is up to the department, and it is important that they 
continue to decide because the course can determine the students’ foundation of their 
education.  

f. The writing center rep emphasized that early college and dual‑enrollment courses are 
established in New Hampshire state law, and while some may be imperfect, UNH 
must respect that framework unless it works directly with the legislature to change it. 
She cautioned against creating conflict with trustees, noted that students take these 
courses in good faith, and stressed that many rely on early college credits to afford 
college and access higher education at all. 

g. The student rep shared that AP credits should continue to count toward waiving the 
Inquiry requirement, distinguishing this issue from the Honors program’s standards. 
She emphasized that excluding AP and transfer of credits would be unfair, especially 
for students who pursued those credits for affordability, and noted that requiring them 
to retake courses would add unnecessary cost and burden. 

h. The Discovery Committee voted and unanimously agreed to affirm the Registrar’s 
Office interpretation of Faculty Senate motion #XVII-M5 as it was written and 
passed, since the motion leaves no ambiguity.  

Next Committee meeting is April 15th, 2026 
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