
Discovery Committee Minutes September 24th, 2025 (Teams) 

 

Present: Nicoletta Gullace (Chair), Timothy Montminy, Meaghan Dittrich, Gregory McMahon, 

Kathrine Aydelott, Forrest Schwartz, Alecia Magnifico, Qi Zhang, Laura Upham, Roger Grinde, 

Sachiko Akiyama, Maeve Dion, Anna Wainwright, Catherine Peebles, Grace Simmons, 

Benjamin Doyle, Mary Stampone  

Absent: Kenneth Mitchell, Matthew MacManes 

I. Welcome & Introduction 

a. Introduction of Student Senators representative Grace Simmons and Ben Doyle 

II. Guest Speaker: Mary Stampone, Chair Faculty Senate  

Faculty Senate & Curriculum Updates at UNH: 

Vendor & Software Concerns: There's renewed urgency around vendor services and 

software issues. Knack is being reviewed by the Student Affairs Committee. 

General Education Curriculum Revision: 

a. Faculty Senate is revising the General Education curriculum. 

b. Mission, Vision, and Values were approved last spring. 

c. A Community Dialogue on Sept 25 invited faculty, staff, and students to propose 

Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs). 

d. The Academic Programs Committee (APC) is revising the Granite Core work, 

starting with PLOs, aiming to release drafts by end of October. 

e. The framework must align with PLOs—PLOs define what students should 

achieve; the framework outlines how they learn it. 

Access & Communication: 

f. Mission, Vision, and Values are available on the Faculty Senate website. 

g. Past issues with document dissemination were acknowledged; future documents 

will be shared more consistently. 

Workday Implementation: Concerns raised, but Faculty Senate cannot address it 

directly. It's a matter for the provost. 

Survey: APC will send a non-anonymous survey to gather input from stakeholders on 

PLOs. 

Syllabus Guidelines Discussion: 

h. Concerns about inconsistent syllabi across UNH. 

i. Debate over the Discovery Committee’s role in enforcing syllabus standards. 

j. Some faculty feel guidelines are too rigid; others stress the importance of NECHE 

compliance and clarity for students. 

k. Suggestions included a graded list of guidelines and clearer expectations. 

l. Students shared mixed experiences, with COLA students generally reporting good 

syllabus quality. 

Next Steps: Mary will speak with Matt and Anna to clarify the recommendation around 

syllabus guidelines—it’s not mandatory but strongly encouraged. 

III. Action Items  

a. Minutes 



i. Pushed to review and approve at next committee meeting October 8th, 

2025 

b. Student Petitions  

i. Request to allow BIOL 230 “General Ecology” from Great Bay 

Community College to satisfy PHYS requirement  

Vote: Yes 0, No 9, Abstain 0, Petition Denied. 

ii. Request to allow Classics 530A “Classical Literacy Performance Genres: 

War in Adventure in Ancient Epic” to satisfy Discovery Fine Arts and 

Performance 

Vote: Yes 10, No 0, Abstain 0, Petition Approved. 

iii. Request to allow Diplomatic History of Ukraine and Internation Relations 

and World Politics taken at Kyiv Taras Shevchenko National University to 

satisfy Discovery HP  

Vote: Yes 8, No 0, Abstain 0, Petition Approved.  

iv. Request to allow UNH course ERG 150 to satisfy Discovery ETS 

requirement.  

Vote: Yes 0, No 9, Abstain 0, Petition Denied. 

v. Request to allow CPHYS 1110 “Enviornmental Science w/Lab” from 

Lesley University to satisfy PHI SCI DLab 

The course was already coded as ETS, and did not qualify for PS lab, the 

committee recommended the student re-submit for Biology lab, which 

aligns better with the Lesley U course. 

c. Course Approvals 

i. MATH 418: Analysis and Applications of Functions (QR)  

Motion: Timothy Montminy moved & Kathrine Aydelott seconded 

approval of MATH 4128 for QR.  

Vote: Yes 9, No 0, Abstain 0, Course approved for QR. 

IV. Updates & Discussions 

a. Discovery Variance Agreements  

i. List of ETS variance courses that are coming up for reconsideration for 

Discovery. Given that Discovery could potentially change this year vote to 

reevaluate in 2030 or until Discovery is placed with new GenEd model. 

Motion: Maeve moved & Tim seconded to approve the variances until 

2030 or until Discovery Program is replaced with new Gen Ed model. 

Vote: Yes 10, No 0, Abstain 0. Motion Approved 

Next Meeting October 8th, 2025 

Meeting Adjourned 2:00pm 

 


