Discovery Committee Minutes, May 8, 2024 (Zoom)
Present: Nicky Gullace (chair), Kathrine Aydelott (vice-chair), Sachiko Akiyama, Chris Bauer, Lara
Demarest, Roger Grinde, Lisa MacFarlane, Greg McMahon, Timothy Montminy, Catherine Pebbles, Sarah
Prescott, Laura Upham
Absent: Paul Bonzani, Tammy Conrad, Cassie Lafleur
. Welcome and Announcements
Sarah Prescott and Kathrine Aydelott were thanked for their years of service to the Discovery Committee.
They will be greatly missed!
Il. Action ltems
¢ Minutes
Motion: Timothy Montminy moved and Sarah Prescott seconded approval of the April 24, 2024,
meeting minutes.
Vote: Yes 5, No 0, Abstain 2. Minutes approved.
¢ Student Petitions
1. Request to allow AP Psychology to satisfy QR.
Vote: Yes 0, No 7, Abstain 0. Petition denied. (smcola050324)
2. Request to allow UNH course CLAS/HIST 676: The Athenian Empire to satisfy HP.
Vote: Yes 8, No 0, Abstain 0. Petition approved. (Ihchhs042424)
3. Request allow UNH course MATH 790: Historical Foundations of Math to satisfy HP.
Vote: Yes 0, No 8, Abstain 0. Petition denied. (erceps050724)
4. Request to allow Minnesota State Transfer course ART 1525: Art Appreciation to satisfy WC.
Vote: Yes 8, No 0, Abstain 0. Petition approved. (gpceps050324a)
5. Request to allow Minnesota State Transfer course ENGL 1568: Environmental Literature to satisfy
HUMA.

Syllabus was not submitted. Petition tabled by unanimous consent (gpceps050324b)
6. Request to allow UNH course HIST 425: Global History of Childhood & Youth to satisfy HP.
Vote: Yes 8, No 0, Abstain 0. Petition approved. (dbceps043024)
e Course Approvals - none
lll. Discussion

¢ Writing Program Student Exit Interviews: Meaghan shared highlights from a student feedback group
discussion where 3 graduating seniors from different disciplines shared their experiences with the
University Writing Program. The students discussed their strengths and weaknesses as writers after
completing the writing program. Overall, they felt prepared for post-graduation writing. It was noted
that students think that “writing intensive” means quantity of writing and don’t understand that WI
courses focus on the writing process, not volume.

e Discussion regarding Al: At a recent Faculty Senate meeting President Dean stated his belief that
Al/ChatGPT is the largest challenge facing higher education and will also have the largest impact. He
also stated that it is important that we figure out how to train students to use Al properly. It was noted
President Dean did not provide guidance as to what the university’s standards should be.

Concern was expressed over the lack of guidance and inconsistent practices and messaging. There
are inconsistencies between programs, and also among faculty within the same discipline. This is
confusing for students, and we should be working on a common set of guidelines. There was
discussion regarding the Writing Center working on forming best practices over the summer.

There was discussion regarding Al detection tools. Turnitin doesn’t seem to reliably catch Al writing.

Meaghan shared there can be false positives. Tim shared an Al detection tool and has found it to be
more reliable.

Lisa stated if students don’'t write well, they likely won’t be effective oral communicators.

¢ Honors College: The Hamel Honors & Scholars College curriculum has been approved by the Faculty
Senate. An info session was held for current students. They will be allowed to switch over to the new
curriculum if they want. There will also be a faculty information session.

¢ Nicky thanked the committee for their work this year and Nicky was acknowledged for her leadership.

Meeting adjourned 1:54 pm



