Discovery Committee Minutes, April 2, 2025 (Zoom)

Present: Nicky Gullace (chair), Timothy Montminy (vice-chair), Chris Bauer, Lara Demarest, Meaghan
Dittrich, Roger Grinde, Lisa MacFarlane, Greg McMahon, Kenneth Mitchell, Catherine Pebbles, Forrest
Schwartz, Laura Upham, Anna Wainwright

Absent: Sachiko Akiyama, Maeve Dion, Wendy Pothier,
l. Welcome and Announcements
Lara has accepted a new job at the Carsey School. Her last day with Discovery is April 25™.

ll. Action Items
e Minutes
Motion: Christopher Bauer moved and Anna Wainwright seconded approval of the March 5, 2025,
meeting minutes.
Vote: Yes 5, No 0, Abstain 0. Minutes approved.

¢ Student Petitions
1. Request to allow UNH course SPAN 654: Intro to Latin American Lit & Thought to satisfy WC, not
HUMA
Vote: Yes 6, No 0, Abstain 0. Petition approved. (ccqceps032525)

2. Request to allow University of Maine transfer course CMJ 102: Fundamentals of Interpersonal
Communication to satisfy HUMA
Vote: Yes 0, No 7, Abstain 0. Petition denied. (stceps032525)

3. Request to waive WC due to being stationed in Japan while in the Marines (resubmission)
Vote: Yes 0, No 7, Abstain 0. Petition denied. (Ig021925)

e Course Reviews
1. ANTH 640: Anthropology of Islam — IDEA — existing course adding IDEA
Motion: Timothy Montminy moved & Chris Bauer seconded the approval of ANTH 640 for IDEA
once an updated syllabus is received.
Vote: Yes 7, No 0, Abstain 0. Course conditionally approved for IDEA.
Lara will communicate what revisions are required.

2. ANTH 655: Bioarchaeology of the Human Past — IDEA — existing course adding IDEA
Motion: Forrest Schwartz moved & Chris Bauer seconded the approval of ANTH 655 for IDEA.
Vote: Yes 7, No 0, Abstain 0. Course approved for IDEA.

3. LLC 560: Divine Madness & Dangerous Minds! — HUMA/INQ/WI — course reactivation
Motion: Anna Wainwright moved & Timothy Montminy seconded the approval of ENGL 514 for
HUMA once an updated syllabus is received.
Vote: Yes 7, No 0, Abstain 0. Course conditionally approved for HUMA/INQ/WI.
Lara will communicate what revisions are required.

4. SOC 530: Sociology of Race & Ethnicity — SS — existing course modifying course description &
title.
Motion: Timothy Montminy moved & Greg McMahon seconded the approval of SOC 530.
Vote: Yes 7, No 0, Abstain 0. Course approved.

5. RMP 501: Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, & Justice for Recreation Services — SS/IDEA — existing
course adding SS & IDEA
Motion: Forrest Schwartz moved & Anna Wainwright seconded the approval of RMP 501 for SS
& IDEA
Vote: Yes 7, No 0, Abstain 0. Course approved for SS & IDEA.



lll. Discussion
¢ IDEA: There was a brief discussion regarding the ongoing concern regarding the status of the IDEA
requirement and the university’s legal status regarding DEI, despite the attorney’s guidance that we
are following the law. Until we are told otherwise, we will continue to plan for the implementation of
IDEA.

¢ Granite Core Update: The senate continues to debate about the Granite Core/Foundations
proposal. The Granite Core committee’s work will likely shift to a different committee of the Faculty
Senate in the fall. If not the DC directly, then hopefully the Academic Programs Committee, APC.
Anna, who will be co-chairing the APC, stated if they are charged with Granite Core/Foundations,
they would work collaboratively with the DC.

Concern was expressed that while the current proposal offers flexibility, flexibility should not come at
the expense of intellectual vision. Additionally, concern was expressed that the proposal lacks
coherence and intentionality

The university wide town hall, which will be led by the Civil Discourse Lab, will be held on April 22" .

Next Meeting April 2, 2025
Meeting adjourned 2:02 pm



