Discovery Committee Minutes, November 20, 2024 (Zoom)

Present: Nicky Gullace (chair), Sachiko Akiyama, Chris Bauer, Lara Demarest, Maeve Dion, Meaghan
Dittrich, Roger Grinde, Lisa MacFarlane, Greg McMahon, Timothy Montminy, Catherine Pebbles, Wendy
Pothier, Forrest Schwartz, Laura Upham

Absent: Tammy Conrad, Student Representative

. Welcome and Announcements

Members of the IDEA Committee will be attending the December 18" meeting to guide the DC through
its initial review of IDEA syllabi. They have also been invited to join the DC in the spring as the work of
approving courses continues. Small, voluntary workshops will be scheduled in the spring for faculty as
they develop or modify courses for the IDEA attribute.

Il. Action ltems
¢ Minutes

Motion: Sachiko Akiyama moved and Wendy Pothier seconded approval of the November 6,
2024, meeting minutes.
Vote: Yes 7, No 0, Abstain 1. Minutes approved.

e Student Petitions

1.

2.

5.
6.

Request to allow UNH course IAM 550: Intro to Engineering Computing to satisfy ETS.

Vote: Yes 7, No 0, Abstain 1. Petition approved. (kwceps111224)

Request to allow Prescott College transfer course ENV 22730: Natural History & Ecology of the
Southwest to satisfy PS.

Vote: Yes 1, No 6, Abstain 1. Petition denied. (escola112024)

Note: The committee discussed the merits of allowing ENV 22730 to satisfy BS. In the event the
student requests this, the DC held a vote.

Vote: Yes 7, No O, Abstain 1.

Request to allow UNH course CHBE 766: Biomaterials to satisfy BS. (Honors Flex petition.)
Vote: Yes 7, No 0, Abstain 1. Petition approved. (clceps111824)

Request to allow GBCC transfer course ANTH 105: Intro to Ethnography to satisfy WC.

Vote: Yes 0, No 8, Abstain 1. Petition denied. (anceps111824)

Request to allow UMass Lowell transfer course INFO 4600: Computer Ethics to satisfy ETS.
Vote: Yes 8, No 0, Abstain 1. Petition approved. (zdceps111524)

Request to allow AP 3D Art & Design to satisfy FPA.

Vote: Yes 7, No O, Abstain 1. Petition approved. (swceps11824).

e Course Reviews

1.
2.
3.

WGS 401: Intro to Women'’s Studies — SS/INQ/WI
WGS 405: Gender, Power & Privilege — HUMA
WGS 505: Survey in Women’s Studies — HP/INQ

These courses are existing Discovery courses requesting to change the courses’ prefix from WS to
WGS. The DC reviewed the courses for fidelity to the minimum requirements of Discovery courses.
As the deadline for approval was short, the DC determined that the courses could be moved along in
the CIM workflow with following caveats:

o

o

WGS 401: The course, as described in the syllabus, did not meet the requirements for WI and will
need to be adjusted.

WGS 505: As this is a topics course, multiple syllabi were reviewed. All needed modifications to
be compliant with the course designations. Specifics will be communicated and revised syllabi will
be requested by March 2025.

Nicky, Meaghan, and Lara will work with the faculty members to bring the courses into compliance.
lll. Discussion
e The DC discussed criteria for adding WI to independent study courses. While there are some

independent studies in the catalog with WI, frequently WI is added on a case-by-case basis.
Guidelines should be standardized. Meaghan will work with the associate deans to develop



templates to ensure WI requirements are met. When that work is done, she will bring the templates
back to the DC for review and approval.
¢ Nicky advised she reached out to the Faculty Senate’s Information Technology Committee

regarding the DC’s discussion about courses requiring video presentations. They referred it the
General Counsel’s Office.

Next Meeting December 4, 2024
Meeting adjourned 1:58 pm



