
Overview of the Abbreviated Interview  

Juvenile Victimization Questionnaire, 2nd Revision (JVQ-R2)  
 

 

In the full JVQ-R2 interview, when a respondent answers yes to a victimization screener, they 

are asked follow-up questions. The complete JVQ-R2 includes 39 follow-up questions on a 

variety of incident, perpetrator, and victim characteristics.  Some of these, such as whether the 

incident occurred in the past year and perpetrator identity, are asked about all or nearly all 

victimization reports.   

 

We recognize, however, that it may not always be possible to administer the full JVQ-R2, but 

there is still some interest and ability in collecting some key incident details, such as the identity 

of the perpetrator, the presence of injury for physical assaults, etc.  This Abbreviated Youth 

Interview can be used to collect information on rates of exposure for the core JVQ-R2 items, 

plus a few key incident characteristics.  In some cases, the items have also been simplified to 

make it easier to administer. 

 

The Abbreviated Youth Interview might be useful in clinical settings or for smaller research 

studies, especially if the JVQ will be administered as a personal interview with no computer 

assistance (because the pattern of follow-ups can be somewhat complex in the full interview).   

 

There are two even shorter alternatives to the Abbreviated Youth Interview,  the Screener Sum 

Version, which identifies whether a youth has experienced each type of victimization but collects 

no incident details, the Reduced Item Version, a 12-item short form.   

 

Other briefer alternatives to the full JVQ-R2.  In addition to the Abbreviated Interview, other 

briefer alternatives to the full JVQ-R2 include the Reduced Item Version (12 items, with no 

follow-up questions on incident characteristics) and the Abbreviated Interview (screeners 

with a selected subset of follow-up items).  Many users also choose to use specific modules or 

items that meet their needs.  Consult the full questionnaire and manual for details on these 

alternatives, follow-up items (on injury, perpetrator identity, etc) and administration 

procedures.   

 

Contact and citation information: 

To obtain the questionnaire, manual, or receive permission to use, contact Doreen Cole 

at Doreen.cole@unh.edu    

 For questions on administration or other content-related issues, contact Sherry Hamby, 

Ph.D., at sherry.hamby@sewanee.edu.   

 There is no fee for the use of the JVQ-R2 in research or clinical practice, but we do 

require that all users properly acknowledge the source of the items.  Suggested citation: 

Finkelhor, D., Hamby, S., Turner, H., & Ormrod, R. (2011).  The Juvenile Victimization 

Questionnaire:  2nd Revision (JVQ-R2).  Durham, NH:  Crimes Against Children Research 

Center.   
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