
Michele Dillon, Ph.D. 

Dean, College of Liberal Arts 

Professor of Sociology 

 University of New Hampshire  

michele.dillon@unh.edu 

 

Curriculum Vitae, August 2025 

 

EDUCATION 

Ph. D., University of California, Berkeley, Sociology, 1989 

M. Soc. Sc. (Sociology), First Class Honors, University College Dublin, 1983  

B. Soc. Sc. (Social Science), First Class Honors, University College Dublin, 1980  

  

ACADEMIC LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE 

Dean, College of Liberal Arts, May 2019-present 

Interim Dean, College of Liberal Arts, August 2018-May 2019 

Chair, Department of Sociology, 2009-2015 

Faculty Fellow, Office of Senior Vice-Provost for Engagement & Faculty Development, 2013-18 

  Co-Chair, UNH Faculty Writing Academy 2015-2018 

Founding Chair, Pathway to Professor, 2014-2018 

Faculty Chair, New Faculty Orientation 2015-2018  

Senior Advisor for Research, Carsey School of Public Policy, 2013-2019 

 

ACADEMIC POSITIONS 

University of New Hampshire  

Professor, Department of Sociology, 2005-present 

Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, 2001-2005 

Yale University 

Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, 1997-2001 

Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, 1993-1997 

Director of Undergraduate Studies, Department of Sociology, 1996-1999 

Rutgers University. Assistant Professor, Department of Communication, 1991-1993 

St. Mary’s College of California. Assistant Professor, Department of Communication, 1989- 

 1991 

Economic and Social Research Institute, Dublin. Research Assistant, Survey Research Unit,  

 1982-1984 

 

HONORS/AWARDS 

Civitas Dei Medal, 2024, from Villanova University in recognition of “exemplary contributions 

to the Catholic intellectual tradition.” 

 

Nominated and elected in 2025 to the Sociological Research Association (SRA), in recognition 

of “excellence in sociological research.” The SRA is an honor society of “leading sociologists 

whose work exemplifies rigor, innovation, and relevance.”    

 

mailto:michele.dillon@unh.edu
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Named in 2020 among the world's leading 100,000 researchers, in the top 2 percent, documented 

in a citation study published in the journal, PLOS Biology. 

 

UNH Class of 1944 Professorship (awarded to “outstanding” faculty)   

 

The Michael Keenan Memorial Lecture, St. Thomas More College, University of Saskatchewan, 

Saskatoon, Canada, November 2023, “Can Postsecular Society Rekindle the Common Good?”  

 

JE and Lillian Byrne Tipton Distinguished Visiting Professor in Catholic Studies, University of 

California at Santa Barbara, 2011-2012 

 

11th Annual Anne Drummey O’Callaghan Lecture on Women in the Church, Fairfield 

University, October 2011, “Can Catholic women revitalize the church?”   

 

President, Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, 2012-2013 

 

President, Association for the Sociology of Religion, 2008-2009 

 

Chair, American Sociological Association section for the Sociology of Religion, 2002-2003 

 

Graduate Mentoring Award for Excellence in Teaching and Academic Guidance, Yale 

University, 2000  

  

Courses taught: Classical Sociological Theory; Contemporary Sociological Theory; Sociology 

of Religion; Sociology of Culture and Identity; Survey Research Methods; Qualitative Research 

Methods; Evaluation Research 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

BOOKS 

Maureen Day, James Cavendish, Paul Perl, Michele Dillon, Mary Gautier, and William 

D’Antonio. 2025. Catholicism at a Crossroads: The Present and Future of America's Largest 

Church. New York: New York University Press. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2024. Introduction to Sociological Theory: Theorists, Concepts, and their 

Applicability to the Twenty-First Century. Oxford, UK: Wiley. Revised, 4th edition. (1st ed. 

2010; 2nd ed. 2014; 3rd ed. 2020)   

 

Michele Dillon, editor. 2021. Concise Reader in Sociological Theory. Oxford, UK: Wiley. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2018. Postsecular Catholicism: Relevance and Renewal. New York: Oxford 

University Press.  

 

William D’Antonio, Michele Dillon, and Mary Gautier. 2013. American Catholics in Transition. 

Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield. 
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Michele Dillon and Paul Wink. 2007. In the Course of a Lifetime: Tracing Religious Belief, 

Practice, and Change. Berkeley: University of California Press. 

       Selected by Choice as an outstanding academic book of 2007. 

 

Michele Dillon, editor. 2003. Handbook of the Sociology of Religion. New York: Cambridge 

University Press. Turkish translation, 2014 

 

Michele Dillon. 1999. Catholic Identity: Balancing Reason, Faith, and Power. New York: 

Cambridge University Press. 

 

Michele Dillon. 1993. Debating Divorce: Moral Conflict in Ireland. Lexington: University Press 

of Kentucky. 

 

JOURNAL ARTICLES 

Michele Dillon. 2024. “Can Synodality Ferment an Inclusive Catholicism?  Journal of Law and 

Religion (September) 1-13. https://doi.org/10.1017/jlr.2024.14 

 

Amy Ai, Paul Wink, Terry Gall, Michele Dillon, & Terrence Tice. 2015. “Assessing Reverence 

in Contexts: A Positive Emotion Related to Psychological Functioning.” Journal of Humanistic 

Psychology 1-34. 

 

Amy Ai, A. Kastenmuller, T. Tice, P. Wink, M. Dillon, & D. Frey. 2014. “The Connection of 

Soul (COS) scale: An Assessment Tool for Afterlife Perspectives in Different Worldviews.” 

Psychology of Religion and Spirituality 6: 316-329. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2014. “Asynchrony in Attitudes toward Abortion and Gay Rights: The 

Challenge to Values Alignment.”  SSSR 2013 Presidential Address. Journal for the Scientific 

Study of Religion 53: 1-16. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2010. “Can Post-Secular Society Tolerate Religious Differences?” Sociology of 

Religion 71: 139-156. 

 

Paul Wink & Michele Dillon. 2008 (reprint of 2003 article). “Religiousness, Spirituality, and 

Psychosocial Functioning.” Spirituality 1:102-115. 

 

Paul Wink, Michele Dillon & Adrienne Prettyman. 2007. “Religiousness, Spiritual Seeking, and 

Authoritarianism.” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 46: 321-335. 

 

Paul Wink, Michele Dillon & Adrienne Prettyman. 2007. “Religion as Moderator of the Sense of 

Control – Health Connection: Gender Differences.” Journal of Religion, Spirituality & Aging 19: 

21-41. 

 

Paul Wink, Lucia Ciciolla, Michele Dillon, and Allison Tracy. 2007. “Religiousness, Spiritual 

Seeking, and Personality: Findings from a Longitudinal Study.” Journal of Personality 75: 1051-

1070. 

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1017%2Fjlr.2024.14&data=05%7C02%7Cmichele.dillon%40unh.edu%7Cbcd1bbdbe84a434bac7908dcdd7ddff2%7Cd6241893512d46dc8d2bbe47e25f5666%7C0%7C0%7C638628780428884302%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4qL3mpu4iWIoSAPSYF%2BpwThM1QV5Oafw9PhWQLeXUAE%3D&reserved=0
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Paul Wink, Michele Dillon & Kristen Fay. 2005. “Spirituality, Narcissism and Psychotherapy: 

How are they related?” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 44: 143-158. 

 

Paul Wink, Michele Dillon & Britta Larsen. 2005. “Religion as Moderator of the Depression-

Health Connection.” Research on Aging 27: 197-220. 

 

Michele Dillon, Paul Wink & Kristen Fay. 2003. “Is Spirituality Detrimental to Generativity?” 

Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 42: 427-442. 

 

Paul Wink & Michele Dillon. 2003. “Religiousness, Spirituality, and Psychosocial Functioning 

in Late Adulthood: Findings from a Longitudinal Study.” Psychology and Aging 18: 916-924. 

 

Paul Wink & Michele Dillon. 2002. “Spiritual Development across the Adult Life-course: 

Findings from a Longitudinal Study.” Journal of Adult Development 9: 79-94. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2001. “Pierre Bourdieu, Religion, and Cultural Production.” Cultural Studies: 

Critical Methodologies 1: 411-429. 

 

Michele Dillon. 1999. “The Authority of the Holy Revisited: Habermas, Religion, and 

Emancipatory Possibilities.” Sociological Theory 17: 290-306. 

 

Michele Dillon. 1999. “The Catholic Church and Possible “Organizational-Selves”: The 

Implications for Institutional Change.” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 38: 386-397. 

 

Michele Dillon. 1998. “Rome and American Catholics.” The ANNALS of the American Academy 

of Political and Social Science Vol. 558 (July): 122-134. 

 

Michele Dillon. 1996. "Cultural Differences in the Abortion Discourse of the Catholic Church: 

Evidence from Four Countries." Sociology of Religion 57: 25-36. 

 

Michele Dillon. 1996. "Universal Values and Interpretive Strategies: 'Wayward' Catholics Model 

the Future." Futures Research Quarterly 12: 71-83. 

 

Michele Dillon. 1996. "The Persistence of Religious Identity among College Catholics." Journal 

for the Scientific Study of Religion 35: 165-170. (Research note) 

 

Michele Dillon. 1995. "Institutional Legitimation and Abortion: Monitoring the Catholic 

Church's Discourse." Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 34: 141-151. 

 

Michele Dillon. 1995. "Religion and culture in tension: The abortion discourses of the U.S. 

Catholic bishops and the Southern Baptist Convention." Religion and American Culture. A 

Journal of Interpretation 5: 159-180. 

 

Michele Dillon. 1993. "Argumentative Complexity of Abortion Discourse." Public Opinion 

Quarterly 57: 305-314. 
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Michele Dillon. 1990. "Perceptions of the Causes of the Troubles in Northern Ireland." 

Economic and Social Review 21: 299-310. 

 

Michele Dillon. 1984. "Youth Culture in Ireland." Economic and Social Review 15:153-172.    

 

Jerry Sexton and Michele Dillon. 1984. "Recent Changes in Irish Fertility." Quarterly Economic 

Commentary (May): 21-40. 

 

 

BOOK CHAPTERS 

Michele Dillon. Under contract. “De-converting from Catholicism.” In P. Zuckerman & A. 

Zamusinski, eds. Oxford Volume on Apostasy and Religious Deconversion. New York: Oxford 

University Press. 

 

Michele Dillon. Under contract. “Generational and Life-course Dynamics of Women’s Religious 

Agency.” In. E. Ruspini & M.J. Neitz, eds. Handbook on Gender and Religion. Cheltenham, 

U.K.: Elgar. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2025. “Which Catholicism for Post-secular Society?” In Zakaria Sajir & Rafael 

Ruiz Andres, eds. Religious Diversity in Post-secular Societies. Springer. 

 

Kristine Bundschuh and Michele Dillon. 2021. “Religion and Spirituality.” Pp 341-346 in 

Leonard Kaye, ed. Handbook of Rural Aging. New York: Routledge.  

 

Paul Wink, Michele Dillon & Dan Farina. 2019. “Religion, Spirituality, and Personality 

Development.” In Dan McAdams et al. Handbook of Personality Development. New York: 

Guilford. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2018. “Religion, Social Policy, and Secular Culture in Ireland.” Pp. 21-44 in 

Paul Manuel, ed. Faith-Based Organizations and Social Welfare. New York: Palgrave. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2018. “Young LGBT Catholics.” In Maureen Day, ed. Young Adult American 

Catholics. New York: Paulist Press. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2015. “Christian Affiliation and Disaffiliation the United States: Generational 

and Cultural Change.” Pp. 346-365 in Stephen Dalton, ed. Handbook of Global Contemporary 

Christianity. Leiden, The Netherlands: Brill. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2015. “Secularization, Generational Change, and Ireland’s Post-Secular 

Opportunity.”  Pp. 45-64 in David Cochran & John Waldmeir, eds. The Catholic Church in 

Ireland Today. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2014. “The Difference between Irish and American Catholicism” Pp. 110-120 in 

Tom Inglis, ed. Are the Irish Different? Manchester: Manchester University Press. 
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Michele Dillon. 2014. “Multiple Belongings: The Persistence of Community amid Societal 

Differentiation.” Pp. 275-303 in William Barbieri, ed. At the Limits of the Secular: Faith and 

Public Life. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.  

 

Michele Dillon. 2014. “The Orphaned Irish: Church and State in Neo-Liberal Irish Society.” Pp. 

187-211 in Mehran Tamadonfar & Ted Jelen, eds. Religion and Regimes: Support, Separation, 

and Opposition. New York: Lexington Books. 

 

Paul Wink & Michele Dillon. 2013. “Religion, Spirituality, and Personal Wisdom.”  Pp. 165-189 

in Michel Ferrari & Nic Weststrate, eds. The Scientific Study of Personal Wisdom: From 

Contemplative Traditions to Neuroscience. New York: Springer. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2012. “Jurgen Habermas and the Post-Secular Appropriation of Religion: A 

Sociological Critique.” Pp. 249-278 in Philip Gorski, David Kim, John Torpey & Jonathan Van 

Antwerpen, eds. Probing the Post-Secular. New York: New York University Press/Social 

Science Research Council. 

 

Michele Dillon & Paul Wink. 2012. “Life Contingencies and the Psychosocial Fruits of Faith in 

Late Adulthood.”  Pp. 177-192 in Thomas Plante, ed. Religion, Spirituality, and Positive 

Psychology.  Santa Barbara, CA: Praeger. 

 

Paul Wink, Jonathan Adler & Michele Dillon. 2012. “Developmental and Narrative Perspectives 

on Religious and Spiritual Identity.” Pp. 39-68 in J. D. Aten, K.A. O’Grady, & E.L. 

Worthington, eds. The Psychology of Religion and Spirituality for Clinicians. New York: 

Brunner-Routledge. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2012. “Multifaceted and Cohesive: The Sustaining Power of the Communal 

Tradition.  In Kathleen Mulhern, ed. The Future of Religion: Traditions in Transition. 

Englewood, CO: Patheos Press. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2011. “A Sociological Approach to Questions of Religious Diversity.” Pp. 42-56 

in Chad Meister, ed. The Oxford Handbook of Religious Diversity. New York: Oxford University 

Press. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2009. “Integrating the Sacred in Successful Aging.” Pp. 51-71 in Ricca 

Edmondson and Hans-Joachim Von Kondratowitz, eds. Valuing Older People: A Humanist 

Approach. London: Policy Press. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2009. “The Sociology of Religion.” Pp. 409-427 in Bryan Turner, ed. The New 

Blackwell Companion to Social Theory. 3rd ed. Oxford: Blackwell. 

 

Paul Wink, Michele Dillon, & Adrienne Prettyman. 2009. “The buffering role of religiousness 

and spiritual seeking on sense of control among older adults in poor physical health.”  In Amy Ai 

& Monika Ardelt, eds. The Role of Faith in the Well-being of Older Adults: Linking Theories 

with Evidence in an Interdisciplinary Inquiry. New York: Nova Science Publishers. 
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Michele Dillon. 2007. “Decline and Continuity: Catholicism since 1950 in the United States, 

Ireland, and Quebec.” Pp. 239-267 in L. Tentler, ed. The Church Confronts Modernity: 

Catholicism since 1950 in the United States, Ireland, and Quebec. Washington, D.C.: The 

Catholic University of America Press. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2007. “Age, Generation, and Cohort in American Religion and Spirituality.” Pp. 

526-546 in J. Beckford and N. J. Demerath, eds. The Sage Handbook of the Sociology of 

Religion. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.  

 

Paul Wink & Michele Dillon. 2007. “Do Generative Adolescents Become Healthy Older 

Adults?” Pp. 43-55 in S. Post, ed. Altruism and Health. New York: Oxford University Press. 

 

Paul Wink & Michele Dillon. 2007. “Religiousness and Spirituality in the Adult Years.” In D. 

Wulff, ed. Handbook of the Psychology of Religion. New York: Oxford University Press. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2005. “The Struggle to Preserve Religious Capital: A Sociological Perspective 

on the Catholic Church in the United States.”  Pp. 43-56 in J. Bartunek, M. Hinsdale, & J. 

Keenan, eds. The Catholic Church in the 21st Century. New York: Ward & Sheed. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2005. “Sexuality and Religion: Negotiating Identity Differences.” Pp. 220-233 

in M. Jacobs & N. Hanrahan, eds. Blackwell Companion to the Sociology of Culture. Malden, 

Mass.: Blackwell. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2004a. “The Abortion Debate: Good for the Church and Good for American 

Society.” Pp. 71-75 in Margaret O’Brien Steinfels, ed. American Catholics, American Culture: 

Tradition and Resistance. New York: Rowman & Littlefield. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2004b. “Catholics II: In the Flux of Crisis.” Pp. 61-80 in A. Walsh & M. Silk, 

eds. Religion and Public Life in New England. Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMira Press.  

 

Michele Dillon & Paul Wink. 2004. “American Religion, Generativity, and the Therapeutic 

Culture.” Pp. 153-174 in E. de St. Aubin, D. McAdams, & T. Kim, eds. The Generative Society. 

Washington, D.C.: American Psychological Association Press. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2003. “The Sociology of Religion in Late Modernity.” Pp. 3-15 in M. Dillon, ed. 

Handbook of the Sociology of Religion. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

 

Michele Dillon & Paul Wink. 2003. “Religiousness and Spirituality: Trajectories and Vital 

Involvement in Late Adulthood.” Pp. 179-189 in M. Dillon, ed. Handbook of the Sociology of 

Religion. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2002a. “College Educators and the Maintenance of Catholic Identity.” Pp. 39-77 

in A. Cernera & O. Morgan, eds. Examining the Catholic Intellectual Tradition: Issues and 

Perspectives. Fairfield, CT: Sacred Heart University Press. 
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Michele Dillon. 2002b. “Catholicism, Politics and Culture in the Republic of Ireland.” Pp. 47-67 

in T. Jelen & C. Wilcox, eds. Religion and Politics in Comparative Perspective. New York: 

Cambridge University Press. 

 

Paul Wink & Michele Dillon. 2001. “Religious Involvement and Health Outcomes in Late 

Adulthood: Findings from a Longitudinal Study.” Pp. 75-106 in T. Plante & A. Sherman, eds. 

Faith and Health. New York: Guilford.   

 

Michele Dillon. 1997. “Divorce and Cultural Rationality.” Pp. 127-133 in M. Peillon and E. 

Slater, eds. Encounters with Modern Ireland. Dublin: Institute of Public Administration.  

 

Michele Dillon. 1995. "The American Abortion Debate: Culture War or Normal Discourse?" Pp. 

115-132 in Virginia Review of Sociology Vol. 2. (JAI Press). Also published in James Nolan, ed. 

1996. The American Culture Wars. Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 1996. 

 

RESEARCH REPORTS 

Michele Dillon. 2018. “What Do We Know about How Catholics Inform their Consciences?” 

National Catholic Reporter (June 18).   

 

Michele Dillon. 2012. Forging the Future: Community Leadership and Economic Change in 

Coös County, New Hampshire. The Carsey Institute, University of New Hampshire. Research 

Report. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2011. Stretching Ties: Social Capital in the Rebranding of Coös County, New 

Hampshire. The Carsey Institute, University of New Hampshire. New England Issue Brief # 27. 

 

Michele Dillon and Justin Young. 2011. Civic Attitudes and Community Involvement in Rural 

America. The Carsey Institute, University of New Hampshire. Issue Brief #29. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2011. “What is Core to American Catholics in 2011.” National Catholic 

Reporter, October 28-November 10, 9a-12a. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2011. “Trends in Catholic Commitment Stable over Time.” National Catholic 

Reporter, October 28-November 10, 13a-14a. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2011. “Old and New Spiritual Resources.” National Catholic Reporter, October 

28-November 10, 15a-16a. 

 

Michele Dillon and Shannon Rogers. 2009. New Hampshire Civic Health Index 2009. 

Washington, D.C.: National Conference on Citizenship. 

 

Michele Dillon and Megan Henly. 2008. Religion, Politics, and the Environment in Rural 

America. The Carsey Institute, University of New Hampshire. Issue Brief #3. 
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Michele Dillon and Sarah Savage. 2006. Values and Religion in Rural America. The Carsey 

Institute, University of New Hampshire. Issue Brief #1. 

 

B. Whelan, J. Sexton, & M. Dillon.1983. Survey of Youth Unemployment and the Transition 

from Education to Working Life. Economic and Social Research Institute, Dublin: Final Report 

to the E.E.C. Commission, Brussels.  

 

B. Hayden, B. Whelan, & M. Dillon.1983. Joint Project on Impulse Noise. Economic and Social 

Research Institute, Dublin: Final Report to the E.E.C. Commission, Brussels.  

 

ENCYCLOPEDIA ENTRIES 

Michele Dillon. 2023. “Abortion as a Social Problem.” Wiley Blackwell Encyclopedia of 

Sociology. 3rd ed. Oxford: Wiley. 

  

Michele Dillon. 2017. “The Macro-Micro Split.” The Encyclopedia of Social Theory. Oxford: 

Wiley. 

 

Michele Dillon, 2017. Sociology of Religion; Secularization; Denomination; Spirituality. Sage  

Sociology Collection – video: http://dx.doi.org/10.4135/9781473999268 

 

Michele Dillon. 2016. “Post-Secular Society.” In Wiley Blackwell Encyclopedia of Sociology, 2nd 

ed. Oxford: Wiley. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2016. “Sociology of Religion.” Wiley Blackwell Encyclopedia of Sociology, 2nd 

ed. Oxford: Wiley. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2016. “Abortion as a Social Problem.” Wiley Blackwell Encyclopedia of 

Sociology, 2nd ed. Oxford: Wiley. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2012. “Roman Catholicism.” Pp. 1092-7 in Mark Juergensmeyer and Wade 

Clark Roof, eds. Encyclopedia of Global Religion. Los Angeles: Sage. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2009. “The Catholic Church.” Pp. 74-76 in R. Chapman, ed. Culture Wars: An 

Encyclopedia of Issues, Viewpoints, and Voices. New York: M.E. Sharpe. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2008. “The Persistent Ambiguity of Faith, Religion and Spirituality.”  Pp. 41-45 

in Lukas Niederberger and Lars Muller, eds. Faith Is. The Quest for Spirituality and Religion. 

Zurich, Switzerland: Lars Muller Publishers. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2007. “The Sociology of Religion.” Pp. 3864-3869 in G. Ritzer, ed. The 

Blackwell Encyclopedia of Sociology. Malden, MA: Blackwell. 

 

Michele Dillon & Diana Dumais. 2007. “Abortion as a Social Problem.” Pp. 3-4 in G. Ritzer, ed. 

The Blackwell Encyclopedia of Sociology. Malden, MA: Blackwell. 

 

http://dx.doi.org/10.4135/9781473999268
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Michele Dillon.  2006. Entries on P. Berger; T. Luckmann; E. Troeltsch; J. Wach; 

Denomination; Secularization; Sacred and Profane; Civic religion; Cult; New Religious 

Movements; Life course. In Bryan Turner, ed. The Cambridge Dictionary of Sociology. 

Cambridge, U.K.: Cambridge University Press. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2000. Entries on “The Vatican,” “Encyclical,” “Sacraments,” “Annulment,” 

“Relic,” “Afterlife.” In Wade Clark Roof, general editor. The Encyclopedia of Contemporary 

American Religion. New York: Macmillan Reference.  

 

REVIEW ESSAYS 

Michele Dillon. 2012. “Religion Contextualized: A Critical-Retrospective Essay.” Contemporary 

Sociology 41:561-570. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2008. “Balancing acts: Two reports cite shifts among U.S. Catholics in attitudes 

and demographics.” Boston College Magazine 68: 44-47. 

 

Michele Dillon. 2007. “Expectations defied: Church in a time of social change.”  Contemporary 

Sociology 36: 12-15. 

 

BOOK REVIEWS 

Contemporary Sociology. 2025. Review of H. Reckwitz & H. Rosa, Late Modernity in Crisis  

(Polity 2023).  

Sociology of Religion. 2023. Review of A. Day, Why Baby Boomers Turned from Religion:  

Shaping Belief and Belonging, 1945-2021 (Oxford, 2022). 

American Journal of Sociology. 2021. Review of P. Ewick & M. Steinberg, Beyond Betrayal: 

The Priest Sex Abuse Crisis, the Voice of the Faithful, and the Process of Collective 

Identity (Chicago, 2019). 

Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion. 2018. Review of L. Beaman, Deep Equality in an  

 Era of Religious Diversity (Oxford 2017).  

Politics and Religion. 2018. Review of W. Gin, Minorities and Reconstructive Coalitions: The  

 Catholic Question (Routledge 2017). 

Sociology of Religion. 2018. Review of G. Zubrzycki, Beheading the Saint: Nationalism, 

Religion, and Secularism in Quebec (University of Chicago Press, 2016). 

Contemporary Sociology. 2015. Review of K. Jenkins, Sacred Divorce (Rutgers University 

Press, 2014). 

American Journal of Sociology. 2015. Review of C. Smith et al., Young Catholic America. 

(Oxford University Press, 2014). 

Religion and Gender. 2015. Review of A. Coco, Catholics, Conflicts, and Choices (Acumen, 

2013).  

Contexts. 2012. Review of C. Bender, The New Metaphysicals: Spirituality and the American 

Religious Imagination (University of Chicago Press, 2010), & M. Goldman, The 

American Soul Rush: Esalen and the Rise of Spiritual Privilege (New York University 

Press, 2012). 

Sociology of Religion. 2012. Review of T. Bruce, Faithful Revolution: How Voice of the Faithful 

is Changing the Church (Oxford University Press, 2011). 
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Journal of Church and State. 2011. Review of P. Froese and C. Bader, America’s Four Gods 

(Oxford University Press, 2010). 

International Review of Modern Sociology. 2011. Review of W. Outhwaite, Habermas: A 

Critical Introduction (Stanford University Press, 2009). 

American Journal of Sociology. 2009. Review of M. McGuire, Lived Religion (Oxford 

University Press, 2008). 

Contemporary Sociology. 2008. Review of M. Carroll, American Catholics in the Protestant 

Imagination (Johns Hopkins University Press, 2007). 

Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion. 2008. Review of R. Wuthnow, After the Baby 

Boomers (Princeton University Press, 2007). 

Conscience. 2008. Review of C. Cochran and D. Cochran, The Catholic Vote (Orbis, 2008). 

American Catholic Studies. 2008. Review of W. D’Antonio et al., American Catholics Today: 

New Realities of their Faith and their Church. (Rowman & Littlefield, 2007). 

Journal of Church and State. 2006. Review of R. Wuthnow, America and the Challenges of 

Religious Diversity (Princeton University Press, 2005). 

The Wilson Quarterly. 2005 (Autumn). Review of L. Witham, Who Shall Lead Them? The 

Future of Ministry in America (Oxford University Press, 2005). 

Conscience. 2005. Review of P. Carey, Catholics in America: A History (Praeger, 2004). 

Journal of Church and State. 2005. Review of J. McGreevy, Catholicism and American Freedom 

(Norton, 2003).  

Contemporary Sociology. 2004. Review of R. Wallace, They Call Him Pastor (AltaMira 2003). 

Commonweal. June 18, 2004. “Summer Reading Selections.” 

Commonweal. May 21, 2004. Review of R. Wuthnow, Saving America? (Princeton University 

Press, 2004). 

American Journal of Sociology. 2003. Review of M. Peillon, Welfare in Ireland (Praeger, 2001). 

Contemporary Sociology. 2001. Review of A. Greeley, The Catholic Imagination (University of 

California Press, 2000). 

Journal of Church and State. 2000. Review of M. J. Weaver, ed. What’s Left?: Liberal American 

Catholics (University of Indiana Press, 2000). 

Contemporary Sociology. 2000. Review of J. Brewer, Anti-Catholicism in Northern Ireland, 

1600-1998 (Macmillan, 1998). 

Sociology of Religion. 2000. Review of S. Bruce, Conservative Protestant Politics (Oxford, 

1998). 

Social Forces. 1999. Review of F. Kniss, Disquiet in the Land (Rutgers, 1997). 

Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion. 1999. Review of R. Madsen, China’s Catholics 

(University of California Press, 1998). 

Review of Religious Research. 1998. Review of M. Carroll, Veiled Threats. The Logic of 

Popular Catholicism in Italy (Johns Hopkins University Press, 1996). 

Contemporary Sociology. 1996. Review of L. Taylor, Occasions of Faith. An Anthropology of 

Irish Catholics (University of Pennsylvania Press, 1995). 

Social Forces. 1996. Review of W. Swatos, ed., Politics and Religion in Central and Eastern 

Europe (Praeger, 1994). 

Review of Religious Research. 1996. Review of V. McNally, Reform, Revolution and Reaction: 

The Catholic Church in Ireland 1787-1817 (University Press of America, 1995). 
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Commonweal 1996 (March 8): Review of C. McDannell, Material Christianity: Religion and 

Popular Culture in America (Yale University Press, 1995), & L. Schmidt, Consumer 

Rites: The Buying and Selling of American Holidays (Princeton University Press, 1995). 

America 1995 (Oct. 14): Review of T. O'Connor, The Boston Irish. A Political History 

(Northeastern University Press). 

America 1995 (July 29-August 5): Review of R. Scally, The End of Hidden Ireland (Oxford 

University Press, 1994). 

Irish Journal of Business and Administrative Research, 1993. Review of J.H. Goldthorpe & C. 

Whelan, The Development of Industrial Society in Ireland (Oxford University Press, 

1992). 

American Journal of Sociology. March. Review of F. Powell, The Politics of Irish Social Policy 

(Edwin Mellen Press, 1992).  

Contemporary Sociology. 1991. Review of R. Williams, Hierarchical Structures and Social 

Value (Cambridge University Press, 1990).  

Irish Journal of Business and Administrative Research. 1990. Review of J. Sexton et al., 

Transition from School to Work and Early Labour Market Experience (ESRI: Dublin, 

1988).  

Journal of the Sociological Association of Ireland. 1986. Review of P. Bourdieu, Distinction. A 

Social Critique of the Judgement of Taste (Harvard University Press, 1984). 

Berkeley Journal of Sociology, 1985, Vol. 30. (Co-authored.) 

"Individualism and Commitment in American Life: An interview with Robert Bellah."  

Irish Journal of Business and Administrative Research. 1984. Review of E. Kane, Doing your 

own research (Dublin: Turoe Press, 1983).  

Journal of the Sociological Association of Ireland. 1983. Review of F. Litton, (ed.), Unequal 

Achievement. The Irish Experience (Dublin: I.P.A., 1982).  

 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS & INVITED TALKS 

August 21, 2025. “Theology’s Postsecular Task,” Paper presentation, European Society for 

Catholic Theology Congress, Dublin. 

 

August 10-11, 2025. Future of Catholicism Symposium, Association for the Sociology of 

Religion, Annual Meeting, Chicago.  

(1) Synodality; (2) Secularization in Ireland; (3) Case studies in doctrinal development: 

Same-sex relationships, and Jewish-Catholic Relations; (4) Catholicism at a Crossroads. 

 

August 10, 2025. Organizer/Convener, Author/Critics panel on Tia Pratt’s, Black and Catholic 

(University of Notre Dame Press, 2025). Association for the Sociology of Religion, Annual 

Meeting, Chicago.  

 

February 13, 2025. “’God is in the Secular’: Navigating Doctrinal Ideas and Secular Realities.” 

Civitas Dei Medal address, Villanova University.  

 

July 4, 2024. Invited plenary. “Deconstructing Catholic Discourse on Sex and Gender.” Gender 

and the Bible Interdisciplinary Research Project, University of Graz, Austria (online) 
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May 22, 2024. “Post-Vatican II Jewish-Catholic Relations and Changing Context in the U.S.” 

Paper presentation, European Academy of Religion Conference, Palermo, Sicily. 

 

February 1, 2024. Inaugural St. Brigid’s Day Invited Lecture, “Can Synodality Advance Vatican 

II’s Understanding of an Inclusive Catholicism? Or, is There Room for Everyone Under St. 

Brigid’s Cloak?” Old St. Patrick’s Church, Chicago (webinar). 

 

January 31, 2024. Invited presentation. “Catholicism and Social Justice Since Vatican II: An 

International Perspective.”  Social Justice Ireland 50th Anniversary Conference, Dublin. 

 

November 2, 2023. The Michael Keenan Memorial Lecture, “Can Postsecular Society Rekindle 

the Common Good?”  St. Thomas More College, University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, 

Canada. 

 

June 20-23, 2022. European Academy of Religion Conference, Bologna, Italy. 

(1) Paper presentation/panelist: “The Multilayered Reception of Vatican II in the U.S.”  

(2) Paper presentation/panelist: “How Synodality Advances Vatican II Principles.”  

(3) Chair/Discussant, Authors Meet Critics Panel, Amy Ai et al. (eds). Assessing Spirituality 

in a Diverse World. 

 

November 15, 2021. Invited keynote. “Lived Catholicism and Postsecular Society.” 2nd 

International Conference on Lived Catholicism, Durham University, U.K. (virtual) 

 

May 13, 2021. Invited comments. “Sustainable Faith.” Center for Christian Thought, Biola 

University. (virtual) 

 

November 15, 2019. Invited keynote. “Formative Education in Postsecular Society.” Boston 

College Conference on Formative Education: Mapping the Terrain. Boston College. 

 

August 11-12, 2019. Association for the Sociology of Religion, Annual Meeting, New York 

City.  

(1) Invited panelist, lifetime achievement award to N.J. Demerath. 

(2) Organizer/Panelist, Author Meets Critics panel, R. Cipriani, Diffused Religion (Palgrave). 

(3) Paper, “Age cohort patterns over time in what it means to be a ‘good Catholic.”’ 

 

March 30, 2019. Invited Participant. “Beyond the Sex Abuse Scandal: What’s Next for the 

Catholic Church?” Center for Catholic Studies, Fairfield University. 

 

November 8. 2018. “The Euphemization of Power in the Catholic Church.” Invited workshop 

presentation. Church Organizations for Renewal (COR). San Antonio. 

 

October 27-28, 2018. Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Annual Meeting, Las Vegas. 

(1) Respondent. Author Meets Critics panel, M. Dillon, Postsecular Catholicism.  

(2) Invited convener, panel on “Religious Ecologies.”  

 

August 12-13, 2018. Association for the Sociology of Religion, Annual Meeting, Philadelphia. 
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(1) Invited critic. Author Meets Critics panel, M. Goldman & S. Pfaff, The Spiritual 

Virtuoso.  

(2) Respondent. Author Meets Critics panel, M. Dillon, Postsecular Catholicism.  

(3) Invited panelist. The Pew Center Report on “The Age Gap in Religion around the 

World.”  

 

April 12, 2018: “Using Catholicism to Build an Inclusive Church.” Invited public lecture, St. 

Joseph’s College, Beamish, Maine. 

 

March 22, 2018. “Assessing Five Years of Francis’s Papacy.” Public lecture, Maynooth 

University, Ireland. 

 

March 6-7, 2018. European Academy of Religion Conference, Bologna, Italy. 

(1) Book presentation, Postsecular Catholicism. 

(2) Panelist, “Contextualizing the ‘Ecumenism of Hate.’” 

  

August 14, 2017: “The liberal politicization of Pope Francis’s discourse on climate change.” 

Thematic session, Annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, Montreal.  

 

August 13, 2017. Invited critic. Author/critics panel, session on C. Zech et al. Catholic Parishes 

of the 21st Century, Annual meeting of the Association for the Sociology of Religion, Montreal.  

 

July 9, 2017. Invited presentation. “Table of plenty: Catholicism with Francis.” Dignity USA 

Biennial Conference, Boston.  

 

July 4-5, 2017. International Society for the Sociology of Religion, Biennial meeting Lausanne, 

Switzerland. 

      (1)  Presentation, “A postsecular assessment of Pope Francis’s societal engagement.” 

      (2)  Invited panelist. Author/critics panel on I. Furseth, ed. Public Religion in the Nordic 

Countries.  

      (3)  Organizer/Convener. Panel on “Postsecular Catholicism.”   

 

April 21-22, 2017. Invited presentation. “Catholicism in the public sphere.” Symposium on 

Religious Conviction and Intellectual Humility, University of Connecticut. 

 

April 18, 2017. Invited presentation. “How to (Dis)Agree: A Southern Baptist and UNH 

Sociologist Talk Evangelicals, Race, and Politics.” Veritas Forum, University of New 

Hampshire. 

 

October 25, 2016. “A post-secular analysis of the Synod on the Family.” Symposium on Amoris 

Laetitia, Catholic University, Leuven, Belgium. 

 

October 7, 2016. “A post-secular analysis of Pope Francis’s political engagement.” Symposium 

on Pope Francis, Politics, and Theology. St. Anselm’s College, Manchester, New Hampshire. 
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April 16, 2016. Invited keynote. “Comparative perspectives on religion in Ireland and the U.S.”  

Faith in the Future, Symposium, Boston College. 

 

March 16, 2016. Invited keynote. “Family structure and cultural change in the U.S.” Catholic 

Health Association, Theology and Ethics Colloquium. St. Louis, MO. 

 

October 7, 2015. Public lecture. “Religious and cultural change in the U.S.” American University 

of Rome, Rome, Italy. 

 

August 22, 2015. American Sociological Association, Annual Meeting, Chicago,  

(1) Organizer, presider & discussant. Sociology of religion regular session.  

(2) Organizer and presider, panel on “Global Islam.”  

 

August 21, 2015. Invited Mentor, Religion and Culture - Graduate Student Lunch, Annual 

meeting of the Association for the Sociology of Religion, Chicago. 

 

June 15, 2015. Invited keynote. “Whose freedom? Whose culture? Post-secularity in practice.” 

Expert-meeting on “Beyond Post-secularity,” Abo Akademi, Turku, Finland. 

 

October 31-November 1, 2014. Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Indianapolis.  

(1) “Compressed secularization: The case of Ireland.”  

(2) Invited panelist, Author meets critics session on V. Bengtson, Families and Faith. 

  

June 30-July 1, 2014. Invited participant, Youth and Religion in Global Perspective, Expert 

workshop, London, UK (organized by Abo Akademi University, Turku) 

 

May 22, 2014. “Community leadership and the challenges of economic sustainability.”  Invited 

presentation, 2014 Tillotson Learning Community, Berlin, New Hampshire. 

 

March 29, 2014. “Secularism and generational divides in Irish Catholicism.” Invited 

presentation, Symposium on Irish Catholicism Today, Loras College, Dubuque, Iowa. 

 

November 8-10, 2013. Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Annual Meeting, Boston. 

(1) Panel Organizer/Moderator. “Building a scholarly life and maintaining work/life balance: 

Challenges and strategies.”  

(2) Presidential address. “Asynchrony in attitudes toward abortion and gay rights: The 

challenge to values alignment.”  

(3) Panel Organizer/Moderator. “Is secularism working?”  

(4) “Catholic millennials: Diversity and commonalities by gender and ethnicity.” Paper.  

(5) Panel Organizer. “How religion works: Disciplinary perspectives and bridges.”  

 

August 12, 2013. “Gender inequality, sexual morality, and American Catholics’ declining 

commitment to the Church.”  Paper presented to annual meeting of the American Sociological 

Association, New York City. 

 

August 11, 2013. Association for the Sociology of Religion, Annual Meeting, New York City. 
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(1) Invited critic, Author/Critics Session on R. Wuthnow, Red State Religion.  

(2) Respondent. Authors/Critics Session on D’Antonio, Dillon & Gautier, American 

Catholics in Transition.   

(3) Invited panelist, “Reflections on the ASR’s 75th Anniversary.”  

 

November 9-10, 2012. Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Annual Meeting, Phoenix. 

(1) Panel organizer/discussant. “Religion, spirituality, and the life course.”  

(2) “The changing contours of Catholic identity and commitment.”  Paper. 

  

October 23, 2012. “The 2012 American Values Survey.” Invited panelist, The Brookings 

Institution, Washington D.C. 

 

October 9, 2012. “Latino Catholics in a fermenting Church.” Invited lecture, Elizabeth and 

Robert Plumleigh Lecture Series, The Institute for Advanced Catholic Studies, University of 

Southern California, Los Angeles, CA. 

 

September 21, 2012. “Are Irish Catholics different?” Invited presentation, School of Sociology, 

University College Dublin, Ireland. 

 

August 8, 2012. “Is it good to do good?” Keynote speech, Indian Stream Health Center Annual 

Meeting, Pittsburg, NH. 

 

May 17, 2012.  “Evaluation research and Coös community leadership.” Invited presentation to 

the Neil and Louise Tillotson 2012 Learning Community, Berlin, NH. 

  

May 15, 2012. “Leadership, commitment, and community change.”  Presentation to the New 

Hampshire Governor’s Conference on Volunteerism, Concord, NH.  

 

May 3, 2012: “Conceptualization and measurement dilemmas in studying religion.” Invited 

presentation, Research Methods Workshop, City University of New York Graduate Center, New 

York. 

 

March 29, 2012: “Personal autonomy in American religion.” Invited presentation, Faculty 

Seminar, The Catholic University of America, Washington, D.C. 

 

January 19, 2012. “American Catholics in the Twenty-first Century.” The JE & Lillian Byrne 

Tipton Distinguished Visiting Professor Lecture, University of California, Santa Barbara. 

 

November 9, 2011. “Social capital: A two-edged sword in rural America.” Carsey Institute, 

University of New Hampshire. 

 

November 2, 2011. “Doctrinal belief and discernment among American Catholics in the 21st 

Century.” The Church in the 21st Century Center, Symposium, Boston College. 

 

November 2, 2011. “Are Hispanics changing the character of American Catholicism?” The 

Church in the 21st Century Center, Symposium, Boston College. 
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October 24, 2011. “American Catholics: Persistence and Change.” Press Conference, National 

Press Club, Washington, D.C. 

 

October 5, 2011. “Can Catholic women revitalize the church?”  The 11th Annual Anne Drummey 

O’Callaghan Lecture on Women in the Church, Fairfield University. 

 

August 21-22, 2011. American Sociological Association, Annual Meeting, Las Vegas. 

(1) Discussant. “Narrative in institutions.”  

(2) Panelist. “Religious dimensions and arenas of social conflict.” August 4, 2011. “Doing 

good and doing well: Altruism and health.” Invited presentation, New Hampshire 

Hospital, Concord, NH. 

 

May 19, 2011. “Civic engagement in New Hampshire and the U.S.” Invited presentation to 

AmeriCorps Conference, Concord, NH. 

 

May 17, 2011. “Is it good to do good? Research findings from a longitudinal study.” Workshop, 

NH Governor’s Conference on Volunteerism, Concord, NH. 

 

February 27, 2011. “Social capital in action: The place rebranding of a rural community.” Paper 

presented to the Annual meeting of the Eastern Sociological Society, Philadelphia. 

 

February 18, 2011. “The resilience of community, and the post-secular challenge.” Invited paper, 

Center for the Study of Culture and Values, Catholic University of America.  

 

November 2, 2010. “The changing religious landscape in the United States.” Invited lecture, Saul 

O. Sidore Lecture Series, University of New Hampshire-Manchester. 

 

February 25, 2010. “Civic health in New Hampshire.” Colloquium, University of New 

Hampshire. 

 

November 16, 2009. “Civic Health in New Hampshire.” Research presentation to an invited 

audience of civic leaders, Concord, New Hampshire. Organized by the Carsey Institute, 

University of New Hampshire. 

 

November 8, 2009. “Altruism and Health.” Invited presentation to Sunday Morning Forum, St. 

George’s Episcopal Church, Durham, New Hampshire. 

 

November 8, 2009. “Americans’ Changing Attitudes Toward Same-Sex Relationships.” Invited 

presentation to the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, Durham, New Hampshire. 

 

October 2, 2009. “Americans’ Changing Attitudes Toward Same-Sex Relationships.” Invited 

presentation to the Active Retirement Association, Durham, New Hampshire. 
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August 9, 2009. “Religion in the Reshaping of Political Community: Comparative Perspectives.” 

Organizer and Presider, Thematic Session, American Sociological Association, Annual Meeting, 

San Francisco. 

 

August 8, 2009. “Post-Secular Tensions in Politics and Culture.” Presidential Address, 

Association for the Sociology of Religion, Annual Meeting, San Francisco. 

 

May 16, 2009. “Diverse Spiritualities.” Invited panelist. Intentional Eucharistic Communities 

conference, Washington, D.C. 

 

April 4, 2009. “Probing the Post-Secular Turn” Invited paper, Conference on Exploring the Post-

Secular. Yale University. 

 

March 16, 2009. Invited discussant. “Mapping the spirit: Are there institutional patterns in 

American talk about spirituality?” by Nancy Ammerman.  Culture and Social Analysis 

Workshop, Department of Sociology, Harvard University. 

 

October 3, 2008. “The sociological and cultural context of rural Americans’ abortion attitudes.” 

Invited panelist. Conference on Rural Women’s Health, Boston.  

 

August 3, 2008. “Religion and Socio-economic Inequality.”  Panel Discussant, Annual meeting 

of the American Sociological Association, Boston. 

 

August 1, 2008. “Re-conceptualizing the boundaries between religion and spirituality.” Paper, 

Annual meeting of the Association for the Sociology of Religion, Boston. 

 

June 16, 2008, “American Catholics in Transition,” Invited presentation, Voice of the Faithful, 

Nashua, New Hampshire 

 

February 28, 2008. Invited participant. Symposium on Melissa Wilde’s Vatican II: A 

Sociological Analysis. Center for the Study of American Religion, Princeton University. 

 

October 15, 2007. “Can the Catholic Laity Redeem the Church?” Invited presentation, School of 

Sociology, University College Dublin. 

 

September 16, 2007. Seeking the Sacred.” Invited talk, Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, 

Durham, New Hampshire. 

 

August 11, 2007.  Invited Discussant. “Religion and Health.”  Annual meeting of the American 

Sociological Association, New York City. 

 

August 10, 2007. Invited Critic. Author/Critics Session on M. Wilde’s Vatican II. Annual 

meeting of the Association for the Sociology of Religion, New York City. 

 

August 12, 2007. Invited Mentor. Graduate Student Mentoring Session. Annual meeting of the 

Association for the Sociology of Religion, New York. 
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November, 2, 2006. “Mixing Politics and Religion: The Catholic Church and the World.” Invited 

commentator. Department of Political Science/College of Liberal Arts, University of New 

Hampshire.  

 

October 20, 2006. “Religion, Spirituality, and Positive Aging.” Invited plenary address, 

International Association of Gerontology, European Behavioral and Social Science Research 

Section. Galway, Ireland. 

 

August 13, 2006. “Church Participation as Cultural Divider.” Paper presentation, Annual 

meetings of the American Sociological Association, Montreal.  

  

February 25, 2006. “Religious Individualism as Cultural Tool.” Paper presentation, Annual 

meeting of the Eastern Sociological Society, Boston. 

 

December 7, 2005. “Catholic Women in a Changing Church.” Invited Lecture, Department of 

Sociology, The Catholic University of America.  

  

December 2-4, 2005. Invited Consultation, “U.S. Catholicism in a New Century,” The Curran 

Center for American Catholic Studies, Fordham University Conference, Rye, New York. 

  

October 23, 2005. Invited Discussant, Symposium on “Voice of the Faithful: A Social 

Movement Three Years and Counting.” Boston College. 

 

October 12, 2005. “Values and Social Change in America.” Carsey Center, University of New 

Hampshire. 

 

August 14, 2005. “Religion and Civic Culture.” Roundtable Discussion, Sociology of Culture. 

Annual meetings of the American Sociological Association, Philadelphia.  

 

July 26, 2005. “Religion in American History: Puritan and Catholic Influences.” Presentation to 

the Chautauqua Teacher Workshop, New Hampshire Humanities Council. Portsmouth, NH.  

 

April 1-2, 2005: Invited Consultation, “Passing on the Faith, Passing on the Church.”  Planning 

Conference, Curran Center for American Catholic Studies, Fordham University. 

 

March 30, 2005: “Religion and Aging: Findings from a Sixty-year Longitudinal Study.” Boisi 

Center for Religion and Public Life, Boston College. 

 

March 17, 2005: “Catholicism and Public Policy.” Invited Discussant, Annual meeting of the 

Eastern Sociological Society, Washington, D.C. 

 

February 27, 2005: “Catholic Imagination.” Invited Presentation, Symposium in Honor of 

Andrew Greeley’s Contributions to the Sociology of Catholicism. Tucson, Arizona. 
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November 12, 2004: “New England Catholics: A Dynamic of Stability and Change.” Media 

Workshop, Religion and Public Life in New England, Boston College. 

 

October 22-23, 2004. Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Annual Meeting, Kansas City. 

(1) “De-reifying historical boundaries: Continuities in American lived religion.” Paper. 

(2) Invited critic, Author/Critics session on Ruth Wallace, They Call her Pastor.  

(3) Organizer and Presider, Authors/Critics session, on Nancy Ammerman, Pillars of Faith, 

and Mark Chaves, Congregations in America.  

 

May 6, 2004. “The culture of religious autonomy in individual lives.” Paper presented to the 

annual meeting of the Cultural Studies Association, Boston. 

 

February 13, 2004. Invited panelist, “The Church in the Twenty First Century,” Boston College. 

 

August 17, 2003.  “Religious individualism.” Organizer and presider, invited paper session, 

annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, Atlanta. 

 

August 16, 2003: “Institutional and cultural pressures on the realization of the idea of a Catholic 

university.” Paper, Annual meeting of the Association for the Sociology of Religion, Atlanta. 

 

April 26, 2003: Invited participant, “Inculturation and the Church in North America,” Jesuit 

Institute, Boston College. 

 

April 11, 2003: Invited panelist, “Nature and American religion.” University of New Hampshire, 

Religious Lecture Series Program. 

 

April 3, 2003: Invited lecture, “The spirit of America: A look at American spirituality.” 

University of New Hampshire, Religious Lecture Series Program. 

 

March 21-22, 2003: Invited panelist, “Roman Catholicism since 1950 in the U.S., Ireland, and 

Quebec: The comparative perspective.” Catholic University of America, Washington, D.C. 

 

August 2002. “Religion, cultural change and altruism.” Paper, annual meeting of the American 

Sociological Association, Chicago. 

 

August 2002: Association for the Sociology of Religion, Annual Meeting, Chicago. 

(1) Invited panelist, “Freedom and control: Sexuality and authority in the Catholic Church.”  

(2) “Catholicism as lived practice.” Regular paper session.   

 

July 20, 2002: “Vatican II and the Promise of Lay Activism in the Church.” Invited presentation, 

Voice of the Faithful Conference, Boston.  

 

August 2001. Invited panelist, Author meets critics session on Andrew Greeley’s, The Catholic 

Imagination. Annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, Anaheim, CA. 
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November 2000. “Maintaining the Catholic Intellectual Tradition.” Plenary address to the Sacred 

Heart University conference, Examining the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, Fairfield, CT. 

 

October 2000. Author-meets-critics seminar on Catholic Identity: Balancing Reason, Faith, and 

Power (Dillon, Cambridge, 1999), Center for Religion and American Public Life, Boston 

College. 

 

October 2000. Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Annual Meeting, Houston. 

(1) “The differential implications of religiosity and spirituality on self and other-

orientations.” Paper.  

(2) “Divine imagery as an emancipatory resource.” Paper. 

 

August 2000. “Religious involvement over the life-course: Findings from a longitudinal study.” 

Regular paper session, annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, Washington, 

D.C.  

 

August 2000. Invited panelist, Author-meets-critics session, on R. Cipriani’s, Sociology of 

Religion: An historical introduction. Association for the Sociology of Religion, annual meeting, 

Washington, D.C. 

 

June 2000. “American Catholicism and the Public Sphere.” Commonweal Foundation Joint 

Consultation, The patterns of Catholic civic engagement: Change and continuity. Annapolis, 

MD. 

 

February 3, 2000: “Catholic options: Creating equality in the Catholic Church.” University 

College, Dublin, Ireland. 

 

November 1999: “Scripts and institutional change” Invited participant, conference on Culture 

and Cognition, Rutgers University. 

 

October 1999: “The possibilities for a pluralistic Catholicism,” Invited paper, Cushwa Center for 

the Study of American Catholicism, University of Notre Dame. 

 

August 1999: “Religion, rationality, and critical theory.” Regular session, annual meeting of the 

American Sociological Association, Chicago. 

 

April 1999: “Catholicism as an emancipatory resource.” Invited panelist, Symposium on 

Religion and Politics, Loyola University, Chicago. 

 

February 1999: “The changing Catholic landscape in New England.” Invited panelist, Meeting of 

the New England Religious Discussion Group, Hartford. 

 

September 1998: “Religion and politics in Ireland.” Regular session, annual meeting of the 

American Political Science Association, Boston. 

 

August 1998: American Sociological Association, Annual Meeting, San Francisco. 
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(1) “The future of identity studies in sociology.” Thematic session.  

(2) “Religion in institutional and historical transformation.” Invited panel discussant. 

 

April 1998: Panel discussant, “Culture and law.” Works in Progress Conference, Department of 

Sociology, Yale University. 

 

November 1997: “Shifting the boundaries of Catholic identity.” Paper, Annual meeting of the 

Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, San Diego. 

 

February 1997: "Pluralism, diversity, and community." Invited panelist at a conference 

sponsored by The Communitarian Network on Community and Morality in a Democratic 

Society, New York University. 

 

November 1996: "Transforming the sacred with rational critical discourse." Paper, Annual 

meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Nashville. 

 

August 1996: "Divergent standpoints, common meanings: A comparison of pro-change and 

conservative Catholics." Regular paper session, annual meeting of the American Sociological 

Association, New York. 

 

July 1996: "Creating an inclusive theology from below." Paper, Britain and Ireland School of 

Feminist Theology, Summer School, Dublin. 

 

May 1996: "Vibrant Catholicism: Marginal Catholics who are changing the church," Lecture to 

Newman Hall Faculty Dinner, University of California, Berkeley. 

 

January 1996: Invited respondent to presentation by Robert Bellah, "Values in Community and 

Society," Saint Mary's College of California, Winter Colloquium on Values. 

 

November 1995: "Equal but different: Contesting the role of women in the Catholic Church." 

Paper, Annual meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, St. Louis. 

 

August 1995: Annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, Washington, D.C.  

(1) "The world as a moral community." Plenary Session Discussant.  

(2) "Cultural differences in the abortion discourse of the Catholic Church." Paper. 

 

April 1995: "Preliminary analyses of the Yale Class of 1946 survey." Works in Progress 

conference, Department of Sociology, Yale University.  

 

March 1995: "Reproductive politics in Ireland." Yale University Women's Center series on 

Global Voices of Women. 

 

December 1994: "Culture, the Catholic Church, and the normative politics of abortion: Evidence 

from four countries." Religion and Society Workshop, Yale University. 

 

November 1994: Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Annual Meeting, Albuquerque. 
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(1) "Religion and culture in tension: The abortion discourses of the U.S. Catholic bishops 

and the SBC."   

(2) "The Catholic Church and shifts in U.S. abortion policy."  

 

August 1994. "Religious Institutions and Democratic Participation." Thematic Session Organizer 

and Presider. Annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, Los Angeles. 

 

September 1994: "Culture and the politics of abortion in the U.S." Psychology Dept. 

Colloquium, Yale University. 

 

April 1994: "The Catholic Church and abortion: A cross-cultural study of legitimation 

strategies.” Paper, Ninth International Conference of Europeanists, Chicago. 

 

April 1993: "Gender inequality in Ireland." Paper, Annual meeting of the American Conference 

of Irish Studies, Villanova. 

 

August 1992: "Abortion discourse and argumentative complexity." Roundtable, annual meeting 

of the American Sociological Association, Pittsburgh. 

 

July 1992: "Complex issues, simple arguments? Abortion discourse in America." Paper, Annual 

meeting of the International Society of Political Psychology, San Francisco. 

 

March 1992: "Abortion and Irish women." Invited Speaker, University of Michigan, Women's 

Studies Program. 

 

August 1990: "Religion and ethnic identity: Catholics and Protestants in Northern Ireland." 

Regular paper session, annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, Washington, 

D.C. 

 

August 1990: "Church/State relations in post-Vatican II Ireland." Paper, Annual meeting of the 

Association for the Sociology of Religion, Washington D.C. 

 

June 1990: "Broadcasting and controversial moral issues." Paper, Annual meeting of the 

International Communication Association, Dublin. 

 

April 1989: "The socio-cultural power of the Catholic Church in contemporary Irish society." 

Paper, Annual meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association, Reno.  

 

August 1988: "Research in youth culture." Roundtable, annual meeting of the American 

Sociological Association, Atlanta.  

 

July 1985: "Current affairs broadcasting." European University Institute, Summer School on 

Comparative Politics and the Mass Media, Florence, Italy. 

 

June 1984: "The practicalities of sampling in Ireland." Paper, ILIAM Conference (Information 

Linkage between Industry and the Universities), NIHE, Dublin. 
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July 1981: Participant, the European Consortium for Political Research 14th Summer School, 

University of Essex, England. 

 

RESEARCH GRANTS  

Internal UNH: Awarded 

Center for the Humanities, Discretionary grant, Summer 2017 

Faculty Development Grant, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017 

CIE International Development Grant, 2015 

Small research grant, Office of the Vice Provost for Research, Fall 2014 

UNH/NSF ADVANCE Professional leadership development award, 2011-2013 

 

External 

2017: Susan Thompson Buffett Foundation. “Measurement of Attitudes and Opinions toward 

Abortion.” Co-PI (PI Temple University). One of three finalists; declined. 

2017: The Louisville Institute; & Anonymous donors, Catholic University of America. “The 

sixth national survey of American Catholics.” (William D’Antonio, Michele Dillon, & 

Mary Gautier, Co-PIs.) Awarded $61,000. 

2010-2011: Anonymous Donors, Catholic University of America. “A national survey of 

American Catholics.” (William D’Antonio, Michele Dillon, & Mary Gautier, Co-PIs.) 

Awarded $40,000. 

2009-2011: The Neil and Louise Tillotson Fund of the New Hampshire Charitable Foundation, 

“A qualitative study of rural economic development and community change.” (Michele 

Dillon PI.) Awarded $65,000. 

2005-06:  The Kellogg Foundation, “Family, faith, and politics in rural America.” (Michele 

Dillon, Mil Duncan and Lawrence Hamilton, Co-PIs.) Awarded $35,000. 

2003-05: The John Templeton Foundation, “Religiousness and spirituality: Life course 

trajectories and psychosocial implications." (Michele Dillon & Paul Wink, Co-PIs). 

Awarded $250,000. 

2002-03: The Fetzer Institute, “The development and implications of altruism in late adulthood.” 

(Michele Dillon & Paul Wink, Co-PIs). Awarded $40,000. 

1998-2000: The Louisville Institute, “The meaning of religion in American lives: Findings from 

a longitudinal study.” (Michele Dillon & Paul Wink, Co-PIs). Awarded $40,000. 

Sacred Heart University, Grant to conduct and analyze a national survey of faculty and 

administrators in Catholic colleges and universities, 1998   

Whitney Humanities Center, Yale University, Research Grants, Summer 1997 & 1998. 

Yale University Social Science Faculty Research Grants, Fall 1993, Fall 1995, Fall 1998. 

Yale University, Junior Faculty Fellowship, 1995-1996. 

Yale University Institute for Social and Policy Studies, Summer Research Grant, 1995. 

Yale University Program on Non-Profit Organizations (PONPO), Mini-Fellowship, Spring 1994. 

Fellowship for graduate study abroad, The Economic and Social Research Institute, Dublin, 

1984-1987. 

Research Fellowship (Media Studies), Department of Sociology, University College Dublin, 

1980-1982. 
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

American Sociological Association (ASA) 

Chair, Section on Sociology of Religion, 2002-03 

Organizer, Thematic session on “Secularism and religion in the public sphere: Unintended 

cultural consequences.” Annual meeting, Montreal, August 2017. 

Invited Organizer, Two regular sessions on religion, Annual Meeting, Chicago 2015. 

Member, Dissertation Award Selection Committee, 2007-09 

Member, Nominations Committee, Section on Sociology of Religion, 2008-09; 2011-12. 

Member, Conference Program Committee, Section on Sociology of Religion, 2007-08. 

Chair, Conference Program, Section on Sociology of Religion, 2002-03 

Chair, Nominations Committee, Section on Sociology of Religion, 2003-04 

Council Member, Section on Sociology of Religion, 1999-2002 

Book Award Committee, Section on Sociology of Culture, 1996. 

 

Society for the Scientific Study of Religion 

President, 2012-2013 

President-elect, 2011-2012 

Member, Ad hoc Sexual Harassment Policy Committee, 2018 

Chair, Nominations Committee, 2013-14 

Past-President/Council member, 2013-14 

Chair, Student Research Awards Committee, 2010-11 

Member, Student Research Awards Committee, 2009-10 

Member, Ad Hoc Committee on Inter-Organizational Relationships, 1999-2000. 

Conference Program Chair, Annual Meeting, 1998, Montreal. 

Member, Best Student Paper Award Committee, 1996. 

 

Association for the Sociology of Religion 

President, 2008-09 

President-elect, 2007-08 

Finance Committee, 2018-2021 

Nominations Committee, 2021-2022 

Committee for Lifetime Achievement Award, 2014-2018 

Chair, Nominations Committee, 2009-2010  

Executive Council Member, 1998-2001  

 

Eastern Sociological Society 

Executive Secretary, 2004-07 

Chair, Oversight Committee, 2004-07 

 

Editorial 

Editorial Board, Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, 2018-2020 

Editorial Board, Sociological Forum, 2007-present 

Associate Editor, Irish Journal of Sociology, 2014-2019 

Editorial Board, Brill, Religion and the Social Order book series, 2014-present 

Editorial Board, Journal of Religion and Politics, 2007-present 
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Editorial Board, Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, 2008-2011 

Book Review Editor, Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, 1999-2003 

Editorial Board, Sociological Theory 2000-2003 

Editorial Board, Berkeley Journal of Sociology, 1984-1986 

 

Article Reviewer: [ad hoc/ongoing]American Sociological Review; American Journal of 

Sociology; Sociological Theory; Law and Society; Gender and Society; Qualitative Sociology; 

Social Forces; Social Problems; Gender Issues; Review of Religious Research; Journal for the 

Scientific Study of Religion; Sociology of Religion; Religion and American Culture; 

Sociological Forum; Sociological Quarterly; Journal of Adult Development; Research in 

Political Sociology; Journal of Contemporary Religion; Australian Religion Studies Review; 

Quebec Studies; Social Science Research; Social Movements Research; Sociological 

Perspectives; Social Science History Review; International Journal of Comparative Sociology; 

Journal of the American Academy of Religion; Sociology Compass 

 

Book manuscript reviewer: [ad hoc/ongoing] California, Cambridge, Chicago, Georgetown, 

Illinois, Indiana, New York, North Carolina, Oxford, Princeton, Rutgers, New York, Wilfrid 

Laurier University Presses; Wiley-Blackwell; Greenwood; Pearson; Prentice Hall; Routledge; 

Sage; Westview; Rowman & Littlefield 

 

External grants and competitions reviewer  

National Science Foundation (U.S.) 

European Science Foundation 

Research Council, Louvain University 

National Science Center, Poland 

Austrian Science Fund  

Fulbright Program, Czech Republic 

Fulbright National Screening Committee (Ireland) 

Academy of Finland: Research Council for Culture and Society 

Smith Richardson Foundation 

Government of Hong Kong  

The Louisville Institute 

 

Ad Hoc External Ph.D. Examiner  

University of Sydney, Australia 

Flinders University, Adelaide, Australia 

University of Newcastle, Australia 

Aarhus University, Denmark 

University of Wellington, New Zealand 

Griffith University, Queensland, Australia 

Australian National University 

University College Dublin, Ireland  

National University of Singapore 

 

ADVISORY/CONSULTATION 

New Hampshire-Ireland Trade Council, 2024 - 



  27 

Pew Research Center, Catholic Survey Advisory Panel, Fall 2024  

Research Advisory Board, Gender and the Bible, University of Graz, Austria, 2023-2026 

Research Advisory Committee, Youth and Religion in Global Perspective (YARG), Abo  

 Akademi, Turku, Finland, 2014-2019 

The Urban Institute, Expert Panel, June 24, 2013 

The Institute for Advanced Catholic Studies (IACS), University of Southern California, Research  

Agenda Review, New York City, April 5, 2013 

University of New Hampshire, Research and Engagement Academy - Scholarly Coach: 2011,  

 2012, 2013, 2014, 2016 

Carsey Institute, University of New Hampshire, Senior Faculty Advisor, 2010-11 

Carsey Institute, University of New Hampshire, Senior Fellow, 2006-12 

Consultant, Research Development Working Group, Carsey Institute, University of New  

 Hampshire, 2007-12 

Social Science Research Council, Working Group, Post-Secular Society, 2007-08.  

The Curran Center for American Catholic Studies, Fordham University, 2005-07 

Advisory Board, Hartford Institute for Religion Research, 2003-07 

Consultation, The Cohen Center for Modern Jewish Studies, Brandeis University, Project on  

 American College Students’ Orientation to Religion, June 11, 2002 

Consultation, Greenberg Center for the Study of Religion, Trinity College, Hartford, Project on  

 New England Catholics, 2002-03 

Planning committee for the NORC General Social Survey Module on Religion, 1996-98.  

 

UNIVERSITY SERVICE 

University of New Hampshire 

Departmental 

Chair, Department of Sociology, 2009-2015 

Chair, Graduate Committee, Department of Sociology, 2004-07 

Chair, Ph.D. Theory Exam Committee, 2001-2018  

Chair, Ph.D. Ad hoc Exam Committee on Race, Culture and Community, Fall 2012 

Member: Promotion and Tenure Committee, 2003-2018; Undergraduate Committee, 2017-2018; 

Graduate Committee, 2004-15; Ph.D. Methods Exam Committee, 2001-2018; Ph.D. 

Stratification Exam Committee, 2009-13 

November 15, 2011. “Preparing for and presenting a job talk.” Graduate Student Professional  

 Development Colloquium. 

August 20, 2011, Graduate School Information Poster, American Sociological Association, Las  

 Vegas 

March 30, 2010. “Balancing work and family.” Graduate Student Professional Development  

 Colloquium. 

August 11, 2006: Graduate School Information Poster, American Sociological Association,  

 Montreal  

August 2005: Graduate School Information Poster, American Sociological Association,  

 Philadelphia 

April 25, 2005. Organized and presented a workshop on sociology graduate student professional  

  development (co-sponsored by the Graduate School Dean’s Office).  

2003-2004: Departmental Representative, Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program  

 (UROP) Committee 
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University-wide 

Member, Carsey School, Research Publications Committee, 2013-2019 

Member, Search Committee for COLA Associate Dean, Spring 2017 

Member, ADVANCE Internal Steering Committee, 2014-2017 

Member, Graduate Council, 2013-2016 

Member, Search Committee for Vice Provost and Dean of Students, Spring 2015 

Review Committee, Vice Provost for Research, Initiative on Research Centers/Institutes, 2014 

Invited panelist, “Pathways to Tenure” Workshop, February 5, 2016 

COLA Open House Department Representative, 3/27/15; 4/3/15; 4/17/15  

Faculty Marshal, Commencement, 2014, 2017 

Co-Chair, Carsey School of Public Policy, Director Search Committee, October 2013-May 2014 

Member, Planning Committee, Carsey School of Public Policy, 2013-2014  

Invited Panelist, “Life after grant submission.” Research and Engagement Academy, 5/2/14 

COLA Open House Department Representative, 4/11/14; 4/18/14  

Invited Panelist, “Building a Scholarly Life.” Research and Engagement Academy, 1/25/13;  

 1/24/14; 1/23/15; 1/29/16 

Invited Panelist, “Why still so few? Removing barriers to women in STEM.” UNH Chapter of  

 the Association for Women in Science/UNH Women in Science Student Organization,  

 11/21/13. 

Invited respondent to presentation by Hedrick Smith, “Who stole the American Dream?” UNH  

 Extension/Carsey Institute, 10/23/13.  

COLA Open House Department Representative: 3/29/13, 4/12/13, 4/19/13  

Invited Panelist, “Life after Grant Submission,” Research and Engagement Academy, 5/4/12  

COLA Open House Department Representative: 3/30/12, 4/6/12, 4/13/12, 4/20/12  

Invited Panelist, NSF STEM Disciplines, ADVANCE PAID Workshop on Faculty Negotiation,  

 October 14, 2011 

Chair, COLA Committee to Study Staff Reorganization, Summer 2011 

Invited Panelist, “Life after Grant Submission,” Research and Engagement Academy, 5/6/11  

Member, University Dialogue Committee, 2009-2010 

Moderator/Discussant, “Religion and Politics,” Undergraduate Research Conference, 4/23/10 

Judge, Graduate Research Conference, 4/13/10; 4/26/11 

Presenter, College of Liberal Arts Open House, 4/2/10; 3/25/11; 4/8/11; 4/15/11 

Member, College of Liberal Arts, Ad Hoc Committee on the Status of Lecturers, Spring 2010 

Office of Sustainability, Invited Discussion Participant, Culture and Sustainability, 3/10/10 

“Veterans as Homecoming Strangers.” University Dialogue Presentation, 11/12/09 

“Not just a paycheck.” University Dialogue Facilitator, 11/10/09 

Member, College of Liberal Arts, Dean Search Committee, Fall 2008 

Chair, University Task Force on Academic Expectations and Student Behavior, 2003-04 

Research Presentation to the Faculty Senate of the Task Force Report on Academic Expectations  

and Student Behavior, April 2004 

Presenter, College of Liberal Arts Open House, 4/16/04 

Presentation, UNH/St. Thomas More faculty/staff lunch meeting, 11/18/03 

Faculty Observer, Student Summit: Promoting Responsible Celebrations, September 19-21, 2003 

Faculty Senator, Fall 2002-Spring 2004 
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Proxy Senator, Faculty Senate; Member of Senate Committee for Academic Research and  

 Service, Spring 2002 

Member, Senate Committee on Student Affairs 2002-03 

Member, Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program (UROP) Committee, 2001-04 

Conducted a research interviewing workshop for UROP/IROP, March 2002 

Panelist, Graduate School Preparing Future Faculty (PFF) Program, December 2001 
 

UNH Graduate and Undergraduate Student Supervision/Mentoring  

Ph. D. Dissertation Committees 

Amanda Fontaine (member) completed 2021 

Jordan Burke (member), completed 2020 

Kirsten Kemmerer (member), completed 2020 

Melissa Day (member), completed 2019 

Erica Jablonski (member), completed 2019 

Michael Staley (member), completed 2019 

Elizabeth Moschella, Dept. of Psychology (member), completed 2019 

Andrew Schaefer (chair), completed 2017 

Patrick Lacroix, Dept. of History (member), completed 2017 

Justin Young (chair) completed 2015 

Alex Parkhouse (member) completed 2015 

Casey Clevenger, (member), Dept. of Sociology, Brandeis University, completed 2015 

Amy Barr Redman (chair), completed 2013 

David Starbuck (member), Recreational Management, completed 2013 

Jennifer Esala (chair) completed Spring 2012 

Genevieve Cox (chair) completed Spring 2012 

May Delaney (member) completed 2012 

Jean Dawson (chair), completed 2010 

Rose Medeiros (member) completed 2010 

Nena Stracuzzi (member), completed 2005 

Melissa Wells (member) completed 2003 

 

MA Thesis Committees 

Whitney O’Connell (member), completed 2021  

Political Science student (member) completed 2020 

Emily Mason (member) completed 2018 

Della Burke (member) completed 2018 

Braxton Jones (chair), completed 2017 

Jean Bessette (member), completed 2017 

Emily Harvey (member), completed 2017 

Alli Puchlopek (chair), completed 2016  

Dan Boches (member), completed 2016 

Amber Swindell (member) completed 2014 

Justine Bulgar-Medina (member) completed 2014 

Amanda Fontaine (member) completed 2013 

Andrew Schaefer (chair) completed 2011 

Michael Staley (member) completed 2011 

Sarah Gibb (chair), completed 2007 
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Amy Barr (chair), completed 2007 

Michelle Stransky (member) completed 2007 

Anne Shattuck (member), completed 2007 

Diana Dumais (chair) completed 2006 

Maura Kelly (member) completed 2005 

Tim Carpenter (member), completed 2004 

Jim Callaghan (member) completed 2003 

 

Graduate Student Independent Studies:  

2002-03: College Teaching Mentorship (Grad 952), Elizabeth Caffrey  

Fall 2002: Soc 995, Tim Carpenter & Amanda Howerton  

Spring 2010: Soc 995, Jennifer Esala, Spirituality and health 

Fall 2011: Soc 995, Andrew Schaefer, Matt Cutler, & Justin Young: Sociology of American 

culture 

Fall 2013: Soc 995, Michael Staunton, Sociology of knowledge/philosophy of science 

Spring 2014: Advising Michelle Renk (visiting Brazilian student) on thematic data analysis 

Fall 2017: Advising Cecilia Johnson, Visting Fulbright Graduate Student, on her Ph.D. thesis 

conceptualization and data analysis 

Spring 2024: Teaching Soc 911, Sociological Theory (4 students) 

 

Undergraduate Student Independent Studies; Honors theses; and INCO/Student Research 

Experience 

2001-2002: Advisor to one honors sociology student 

Fall 2003: Mentor to one INCO 590 student 

Spring 2004: Mentor to one INCO 590 student 

2001-2002: Advisor to one honors sociology student 

Fall 2007: Adam Knoll, Soc 595 

Spring 2008: Ann Dippold, Soc 595 

2009-10: Alexi Corbett, Soc 595; Alexi Corbett, INCO; Eric Haugh, INCO 

Spring 2009: Joshua Lampkin, Honors thesis 

Fall 2012: 1 student, Soc 595  

Summer 2014: Eric Stys, Soc 595  

Spring & Summer 2015: Emily Hu, SURF Advisor (poster received a URC 2016 Award of 

Excellence) 

Spring 2016: Sarah Unruh, preparatory work for SURF Summer 2016 application (award granted 

but declined for personal reasons) 

Spring 2018: Matt Cook, INCO 

Spring 2020: I supervised one-credit independent studies for 3 undergraduate students whose 

study-abroad plans were disrupted by Covid. 

Fall 2022: Lauren Ainscow, Soc 611 

J-term 2023: Ginger Schoff, Catholic Integralism, Undergraduate Research Award 

Summer 2023: Niko McPherson, McNair Scholar 
 

Yale University Service 

Director of Undergraduate Studies, Sociology, 1996-99 

Member, Women's Studies Council, 1994-99 

Member, NEASC Re-accreditation Subcommittee on Programs and Instructions, 1998-99 
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Member, Dean’s Ad Hoc Committee on Classroom Space, 1997-98  

Parents' Weekend Panel Discussion: "Education in Yale College," October 1996 

Member, Yale College Executive Committee, 1994-95 

Co-chair of the Religion and Society Workshop, 1994-95 

Director of Survey Research Project, “Yale Class of 1946,” 1994-95 

"A Survey of the Yale Class of 1946 Fifty Years Later." In R. Schwartz et al., (eds.). 1995.  

     Through Memory's Haze. Yale '46 Reviews 50 Years. Yale University Alumni Relations. 

Yale Class of 1946 Survey research project (data preparation and analysis; research report; oral  

     presentation of findings to the Class on the occasion of their 50th reunion). 

Invited participant, Faculty seminar on "Redistributive and Ethical Issues in Health Policy," 

Summer 1994. 

 

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT: INVITED SCHOLARLY COMMENTARY 

Podcasts 

Michele Dillon, January 10, 2024. Faith and the Public Sphere. Beliefs and Ballots. Saint 

Anselm’s College, New Hampshire. Podcast. https://www.anselm.edu/campus-

life/spiritual-life/campus-ministry/learn/belief-and-ballots-podcast 

Michele Dillon, June 18, 2023. Pope Paul VI. Since the World’s Been Turning. Podcast. NZpodz, 

Episode 90. https://www.buzzsprout.com/1764676 

 

Media interviews: Frequently interviewed by regional, national, and international media 

Outlets include: Newsweek, USA Today, New England Cable News, Boston Globe, Huffington 

Post, Christian Science Monitor, New York Times, Washington Post, Voice of America, WBGH, 

New Hampshire Public Radio, National Catholic Reporter, America, BBC, CBC Radio, AP, 

Financial Times, Business Insider, Veja (Brazil), Correio Braziliense (Brazil), El Correo (Spain) 

 

Social Science Research Council: “The Immanent Frame” blog  

Pope Francis and intellectual humility. March 6, 2018. 

Expectations and challenges regarding the papacy of Francis. May 10, 2013.  

After Sandy: Presidential rhetoric and visions of solidarity. November 6, 2012. 

The post-secular in question. August 20, 2012. 

The naked public square. March 5, 2012. 

What’s religious knowledge got to do with it? October 12, 2010.  

Toward a new sociology of religion. February 22, 2010. 

The new spiritual gurus. September 27, 2009. 

Christianity, the prosperity gospel, and the economic crash. December 23, 2009. 

The new spiritual gurus. September 27, 2009. 

President Obama’s Catholic sensibility, May 18, 2009. 

Georgetown University, Berkley Center forum blog: “Continuity amid change: American 

Catholicism in 2017,” December 11, 2017 

University of Notre Dame, Center for the Study of Social Movements, Mobilizing Ideas blog, 

"Roe at 40: Long-Term Trajectories of Reproductive Movements," March 4, 2013.    

https://www.anselm.edu/campus-life/spiritual-life/campus-ministry/learn/belief-and-ballots-podcast
https://www.anselm.edu/campus-life/spiritual-life/campus-ministry/learn/belief-and-ballots-podcast
https://www.buzzsprout.com/1764676

