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Research Interests 
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disorders; acoustic phonetics; autism spectrum disorders; prosody-semantics/pragmatics interface; 
intonational phonology; Romance linguistics; information structure. 

Academic Employment 
Assistant Professor, University of New Hampshire    2017 – present 
 Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders 
 College of Health and Human Services 

Education and Professional Experience 
Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Boston University    2016 – 2017 

Center for Autism Research Excellence (CARE)  
National Institutes of Health T32, PD: Dr. Christopher Moore 
Sponsors: Dr. Helen Tager-Flusberg and Dr. Sudha Arunachalam 

Postdoctoral Research Associate, Northeastern University    2014 – 2016 
 Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders 

Supervisor: Dr. Rupal Patel 
Ph.D., Cognitive Science, Brown University    2009 – 2015 
 The Development of Intonation and Information Structure 

Committee: Dr. James Morgan (advisor), Dr. Laura Kertz, and Dr. Pilar Prieto 
M.S., Cognitive Science, Brown University       2012 

Syllabic Organization in Children’s Early Words: Acoustic and Gestural Investigations 
Advisors: Dr. James Morgan and Dr. Katherine Demuth 

Fulbright Research Fellow & Research Associate, Prosodic Studies Group 2007 – 2009       
Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, Spain 
Supervisor: Dr. Pilar Prieto 

M.A., Linguistics, University of Rochester       2007 
A Description of Declarative Intonation Patterns in Puerto Rican Spanish 
Committee: Dr. J. McDonough (advisor), Dr. H. Danko and, Dr. C. Gunlogson 

B.A., Linguistics; Spanish, University of Rochester, Magna Cum Laude 2005 
Honors and Highest Distinction in Linguistics; High Distinction in Spanish 
Honors Thesis: Inter-Subject Variability in the Production of Contrastive Accents  

in Controlled Discourse, Advisor: Dr. Joyce McDonough 
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Publications 
* denotes student co-author 

PEER-REVIEWED JOURNAL ARTICLES 
Ramage, A. E., Cote, K.*, Thorson, J. C., Lerner, K.*, Reidel, M. C. & Laird, A. R. (2024). 

Elucidating an implicit-statistical learning brain network: Coordinate-based meta analyses 
and functional connectivity profiles of artificial grammar learning in healthy adults. 
Submitted to Imaging Neuroscience. 

Thorson, J. C., Trumbell, J. M., & Nesbitt, K. (2024). Caregiver and child question types during a 
museum interaction. Frontiers in Psychology: Psychology of Language, 15. 
doi:10.3389/fpsyg.2024.1201772 

Thorson, J. C., & Burdin, R. M. (2024). Phonetic implementation and interpretation of 
downstepping in Mainstream US English. Journal of Phonetics, 105, 101340. doi: 
10.1016/j.wocn.2024.101340 

Thorson, J. C., Franklin, L. R., & Morgan, J. L. (2023). Role of pitch in toddler looking to new and 
given referents in American English. Language, Learning, and Development, 19(1), 1-22. 

Miller, M.*, Thorson, J. C., & Robertson, P. (2022). The categorical preference of the mind: 
Assessing the proposed cognitive hierarchy of templates in CSR using pictorial 
preference. Journal for the Cognitive Science of Religion, 8(1), 2–31. doi:10.1558/jcsr.20462 

Thorson J. C., & Morgan J. L. (2021). Prosodic realizations of NEW, GIVEN, and CORRECTIVE 
referents in the spontaneous speech of toddlers. Journal of Child Language, 48, 541-568. 
doi:10.1017/S0305000920000434 

Brumberg, J. S., Thorson, J. C., & Patel, R. (2018). The Prosodic Marionette: a method to visualize 
speech prosody and assess perceptual and expressive prosodic abilities. Speech Communication. 
104, 95-105. doi:10.1016/j.specom.2018.09.009 

Thorson, J.C., Borràs-Comes, J., Crespo-Sendra, V., Vanrell, M. M., & Prieto, P. (2015). The 
acquisition of melodic form and meaning in yes-no interrogatives by Catalan and Spanish 
speaking children. Probus, International Journal of Latin and Romance Linguistics, 27(1), 73-99. 
doi:10.1515/probus-2013-0019 

Prieto, P., Estrella, E., Thorson, J. C., & Vanrell, M. M. (2012). Is prosodic development correlated 
with grammatical development? Evidence from emerging intonation in Catalan and Spanish.  
Journal of Child Language, 39(2), 221-257. doi:10.1017/S030500091100002X 

Prieto, P., Thorson, J. C., Estrella, A., and Vanrell, M. M. (2011). Early Intonational Development 
in Spanish: A Case Study. Selected Proceedings of the 13th Hispanic Linguistics Symposium (p. 
203-213). Somerville: Cascadilla Press. 

Prieto, P., Borràs-Comes, J., Crespo-Sendra, V., Thorson, J. C., & Vanrell, M. M. (2011). 
Entonación y pragmática en los enunciados interrogativos del español en habla dirigida a 
niños [Intonation and pragmatics of a set of interrogative utterances in a corpus of Spanish 
child-directed speech]. Oralia: análisis del discurso oral, 14(1), 227-255. 
doi:10.25115/oralia.v14i1.8189 

Thorson, J. C. (2007). The scaling of utterance-initial pitch peaks in Puerto Rican Spanish: 
Evidence for tonal preplanning. In L. Wolter and J. Thorson (Eds.), University of Rochester 
Working Papers in the Language Sciences, 3(1), 91-97. 
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PEER-REVIEWED BOOK CHAPTERS 

Thorson, J. C. (2023). Child prosody and approaches to assessment and intervention. In Grindrod, 
C., & Gurevich, N. (Eds.), Clinical Applications of Linguistics to Speech-Language Pathology: A Guide 
for Clinicians. Routledge. doi:10.4324/9781003045519 

Thorson, J. C. (2019). Prosody. In M. J. Ball & J. Damico (Eds.), The SAGE Encyclopedia of Human 
Communication Sciences and Disorders. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications Inc. 

Thorson, J. C. (2018). The role of prosody in early word learning: Behavioral evidence. In P. Prieto 
& N. Esteve Gibert (Eds.), Prosodic Development in First Language Acquisition (pp. 59-77). 
Amsterdam: John Benjamins. doi.org/10.1075/tilar.23.04tho 

 
PEER-REVIEWED PUBLISHED CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS 

Thorson, J. C., & Nesbitt, K. (2024). Melodies of learning: A prosodic analysis of preschool 
teachers’ language patterns in the classroom. In the proceedings of Speech Prosody 12, Leiden, 
The Netherlands. 

Thorson, J. C., & Burdin, R. (2022). The interpretation and phonetic implementation of !H* in 
American English. In the proceedings of Speech Prosody 11, Lisbon, Portugal. 

Thorson, J. C., Trumbell, J. M., & Nesbitt, K. (2022). Expressing information status through 
prosody in the spontaneous speech of American English-speaking children. In the 
proceedings of Speech Prosody 11, Lisbon, Portugal. 

Thorson, J. C., & Shattuck-Hufnagel. (2020). Phonological and phonetic realizations of 
downstepping in child speech in American English. In the proceedings of Speech Prosody 10, 
virtual conference hosted by the University of Tokyo. 

Thorson, J. C., Meyer, S., Plesa-Skwerer, D., Patel, R., & Tager-Flusberg, H. (2016). Assessing 
prosody in minimally to nonverbal children with autism. In the proceedings of Speech Prosody 
8, Boston, MA. 

Thorson, J. C., Usher, N., Patel, R., & Tager-Flusberg, H. (2016). Acoustic analysis of prosody in 
spontaneous productions of minimally verbal children and adolescents with autism. In the 
supplement to the proceedings of the 40th Annual Boston University Conference on Language 
Development (BUCLD), Boston, MA. 

Thorson, J. C., & Morgan, J. L. (2015). Acoustic correlates to information structure in child and 
adult speech. In the proceedings of the 39th Annual Boston University Conference on Language 
Development (BUCLD), Boston, MA. 

Thorson, J. C., & Morgan, J. L. (2014). The role of intonation in early word recognition and 
learning. In the proceedings of Speech Prosody 7, Dublin, Ireland. 

Thorson, J. C., & Morgan, J. L. (2014). Directing toddler attention: Intonation contours and 
information structure. In the supplement to the proceedings of the 38th Annual Boston 
University Conference on Language Development (BUCLD), Boston, MA. 

 
PEER-REVIEWED JOURNAL ARTICLES – IN PROGRESS 

UNDER REVIEW 
Trumbell, J. M., Nesbitt, K., Merchant, C., & Thorson, J. C. (Under review). Parental sensitivity as a 

predictor of preschoolers’ secure attachment during parent-child interactions in a children’s 
museum.  

Thorson, J. C., Babcock, R.*, Fisher, J., Ballard, K., & Robin, D. (Under review). Declination and 
segmentation in childhood apraxia of speech.  
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IN PREPARATION 
Thorson, J. C., Dempsey, O.*, & Courter, R.* (in preparation). Towards the development of a semi-

naturalistic assessment of lexical stress in MUSE. 
 
Fellowships 
Postdoctoral Fellowship, National Institutes of Health Training Grant  2016 – 2017 
    (T32DC013017-01A1, Sargent College, Boston University)  
Fulbright Research Fellowship (with Grant Extension) to Barcelona, Spain       2007 – 2008 
 
Research Funding 
EXTERNAL – FUNDED 

New Hampshire IDeA Networks of Biomedical Research Excellence 2024 – 2025 
 NH-INBRE Pilot Project (PI: Thorson) 
 Prosodic assessment in speech sound disorders 
 Role: PI 

Total award: $74,850 (direct cost: $49,668) 
New Hampshire Charitable Foundation 2018 – 2019 
 One Year Grant (PI: Nesbitt) 
 Promotion of Early Childhood Coalition 
 Role: Collaborator (PI: Kimberly Nesbitt) 

Total award: $20,000 
National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication Disorders  2019 

R01 DC016592 (PI: Arunachalam)  
Language processing and word learning in preschoolers with autism spectrum disorder 
Role: Consultant (PI: Sudha Arunachalam, NYU) 

 
INTERNAL – FUNDED 

UNH College of Health and Human Services 2022 – 2023 
Research Support Initiative (PI: Thorson) 
Rich linguistic environments 
Role: Lead PI (Co-PI: Kimberly Nesbitt; Advisors: Lisa Ranfos & Christina LaChance) 
Total award: $10,000 

UNH Collaborative Research Excellence (CoRE) Initiative 2017 – 2018 
Working Group (Faculty mentor: Kerry Kazura) 
Title: Promotion of Early Childhood Coalition (PECC) 
Role: Collaborator/Member 
Total award: $10,000 

 
INTERNAL – NOT FUNDED 

UNH Collaborative Research Excellence (CoRE) Initiative  2019 
Pilot Research Partnership  
Title: Promotion of Early Childhood Coalition: Research-Practice Partnerships to Support 
Early Development and Learning 
Role: Collaborator (PIs: K. Nesbitt & K. Kazura) 
Total requested: $30,000 
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EXTERNAL – SUBMITTED 

National Science Foundation (NSF) 
Research Traineeship Program (NRT) 
Title: NRT: Acoustical Use-Inspired Drivers of Innovation Orchestrated through Research and 
Education (AUDIO) 
Role: Co-PI 
Total award: $3,000,000 
 
Invited Talks 
Thorson, J.C. (2025). Towards a naturalistic assessment of speech prosody to improve diagnoses of 

speech sounds disorders. Snacking on Science Seminar, New England College, NH. 

Thorson, J. C. (2024). Prosody across populations: From theory to assessment. Linguistics and 
Cognitive Science Department Speaker Series, University of Aarhus, Denmark.  

Thorson, J. C. (2023). Minding the melody: How prosody shapes early language learning across 
populations. Linguistics Department Colloquium Series, University of Calgary, Canada. 

Thorson, J. C. (2022). It’s not WHAT you say, but HOW you say it: The role of speech acoustics in 
child language acquisition. Center for Acoustic Research and Education (CARE) and Communication 
Sciences and Disorders joint colloquium, University of New Hampshire. 

Thorson, J. C. (2020). It’s not WHAT you say, but HOW you say it: The role of prosody in child 
language acquisition. Psychology Department, University of New Hampshire. 

Thorson, J. C. (2017). Multiple lenses on prosodic development: Acquisition, autism, and 
dysarthria. Prosodic Studies Group, Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Barcelona, Spain. 

Thorson, J. C. (2016). Assessing prosody in autism. Computational Behavioral Science Laboratory Meeting, 
Northeastern University, Boston, Massachusetts.  

Thorson, J. C. (2016). Assessment of prosody. Center for Autism Research Excellence (CARE) Lab 
Meeting Series, Boston University, Boston, Massachusetts.  

Thorson, J. C. (2015). The assessment of prosodic abilities in individuals with neuromotor and 
communication impairments. MGH Institute for Health Professions PhD Seminar Series, MGH 
IHP, Boston, Massachusetts.  

Thorson, J. C., & Patel, R. (2015). Assessing prosody in individuals with congenital versus acquired 
dysarthria. Speech Motor Control Working Group, Boston University, Boston, Massachusetts.  

Thorson, J. C. (2015). Multiple perspectives on understanding prosodic development. Department of 
Linguistics Invited Speaker’s Colloquium, University of Rochester, Rochester, New York.  

Thorson, J. C. (2015). The development of intonation and information structure in early speech 
perception and production. Invited guest lecturer, University of Massachusetts at Amherst, 
Amherst, Massachusetts.  

Thorson, J. C. (2014). Labeling child speech using the ToBI transcription system. Invited guest 
lecturer, MIT, Boston, Massachusetts.  
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Thorson, J. C. (2008). Summary of the acquisition of intonation: Evidence from Spanish and 
Catalan. Department of Linguistics Invited Speaker’s Series, University of Rochester, Rochester, 
New York. 

Thorson, J. C. (2007). Tonal preplanning in Puerto Rican Spanish. Center for Linguistic Theory 
Colloquium, Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, Barcelona, Spain. 

 
Peer Reviewed Oral Conference Presentations 
Smorenburg, L., Thorson, J. C., Chen, A., & Hinzen, W. (2024). Prosodic characteristics of non-

verbal vocalisations by non- or minimally verbal children and adolescents with autism: a 
cross-linguistic perspective. Speech Prosody Conference Workshop, Beyond words: Exploring prosody in 
non-verbal vocalisations across diverse groups, July 6, Leiden, the Netherlands. 

Thorson, J. C., & Burdin, R. (2022). The interpretation and phonetic implementation of !H* in 
American English. Speech Prosody 11, Lisbon, Portugal. 

Burdin, R., & Thorson, J. C. (2022). Acoustic cues to downstep and accessibility in American 
English. The Linguistics Society of America conference, hybrid virtual/Washington, D. C. 

Thorson, J. C., & Shattuck-Hufnagel. (2020). Phonological and phonetic realization of 
downstepping in child speech in American English. Speech Prosody 10, virtual conference 
hosted by the University of Tokyo. 

Thorson, J. C., & Tager-Flusberg, H. (2017). Vocalizations of minimally verbal children and 
adolescents with autism: A prosodic and acoustic analysis. International Meeting for Autism 
Research (IMFAR), San Francisco, CA. 

Thorson, J. C., Morgan, J. L., & Patel, R. (2015). The issue of methodology in prosodic 
development. At the Workshop on Prosodic Development at Phonetics and Phonology in Europe 
(PaPE), Cambridge, England.  

Thorson, J. C., & Morgan, J. L. (2014). Acoustic correlates of information structure in child and 
adult speech. At the 39th Annual Boston University Conference on Language Development (BUCLD), 
Boston, MA. 

Thorson, J. C., & Morgan, J. L. (2014). The role of intonation in early word recognition and 
learning.  At the Speech Prosody 7 Conference, Dublin, Ireland. 

Thorson, J. C., & Morgan, J. L. (2014). Differences in the acoustic correlates of intonation in child 
and adult speech. At the Acoustical Society of America (ASA) Conference, Providence, Rhode 
Island. 

Thorson, J. C., & Demuth, K. (2012). Acoustic and Articulatory Explorations of Children’s Early 
Syllables. At the Linguistic Society of America (LSA) Annual Meeting, Portland, Oregon, USA. 

Thorson, J. C., & Demuth, K. (2011). Early syllable coordination in American English children’s 
speech: Acoustic and gestural investigations. At the Phonetics and Phonology in Iberia Conference 
(PaPI), Tarragona, Spain. 

Thorson, J. C., & Demuth, K. (2011). Syllable coordination in children’s early American English: 
Acoustic evidence. At the Acoustical Society of America (ASA) Conference, Seattle, Washington. 

Thorson, J. C., Borràs-Comes, J., Crespo-Sendra, V., Vanrell, M. M., & Prieto, P. (2009). The 
acquisition of melodic form and meaning by Catalan and Spanish speaking children. At the 
Phonetics and Phonology in Iberia Conference (PaPI), Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, Spain. 

Borràs-Comes, J., Crespo-Sendra, V., Thorson, J. C., Vanrell, M. M., & Prieto, P. (2009). Phon-Cat 
& Phon-Esp. At the Workshop on Phon, Barcelona, Spain. 
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Thorson, J. C., Borràs-Comes, J., Crespo-Sendra, V., Vanrell, M. M., & Prieto, P. (2009). The 
acquisition of melodic form and meaning by Catalan and Spanish speaking children. At the 
Workshop on Phon, Barcelona, Spain. 

Vanrell, M. M., Prieto, P., & Thorson, J. C. (2009). El desarrollo gramatical y prosódico en la 
adquisición del catalán y del español. At the XXXVIII Conference of the Sociedad Española de 
Lingüística (SEL), Madrid, Spain. 

Prieto, P., Estrella, E., Thorson, J. C., & Vanrell, M. M. (2008). Is prosodic development correlated 
with grammatical development? Evidence from emerging intonation in Catalan and Spanish. 
Paper presented at the Symposium at the XI International Congress for the Study of Child Language 
(IASCL), Edinburgh, Scotland.  

 
Peer Reviewed Poster Conference Presentations 
* denotes student co-author 

MacLean*, P., & Thorson, J. C. (2025). Development of ecologically valid prosody tasks. New 
England Acoustics Symposium, Durham, NH. 

Courter*, R., & Thorson, J. C. (2024). Naturalistic prosodic assessment in children. The American 
Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) Convention, Seattle, WA. 

Pride*, O., & Thorson, J. C. (2024). Exploring lexical stress perception: An investigation across 
varied listener experience with prosody. The American Speech-Language-Hearing Association 
(ASHA) Convention, Seattle, WA. 

Thorson, J. C., & Nesbitt, K. (2024). Melodies of learning: A prosodic analysis of preschool 
teachers’ language patterns in the classroom. Speech Prosody 12, Leiden, The Netherlands. 

Courter*, R., & Thorson, J. C. (2024). Melody of Speech Assessment in Children. Northeast Acoustics 
Symposium, Durham, NH. 

Dempsey*, O., & Thorson, J. C. (2023). Prosodic assessment of language and speech. The American 
Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) Convention, Boston, MA. 

Gould*, M., Greenslade, K., & Thorson, J. C. (2023). Assessing conversational overlap in a 
naturalistic museum setting and its correlation with child language skills. The American Speech-
Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) Convention, Boston, MA. 

Stariknok*, K., Morgan, M., & Thorson, J. C. (2023). Impact of accent receptive language 
assessments for bilingual children. The American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) 
Convention, Boston, MA. 

Thorson, J. C., & Nesbitt, K. (2023). Prosodic variation and rich linguistic environments in a 
preschool setting. The 184th Meeting of the Acoustical Society of America, Chicago, IL.  

Dempsey*, O., & Thorson, J. C. (2023). Prosodic assessment of language and speech. Presented at 
the Northeast Acoustics Symposium, Durham, NH. 

Stariknok*, K., Morgan, M., and Thorson, J. C. (2023). Impact of accent on receptive language 
assessment for bilingual children. Presented at the Northeast Acoustics Symposium, Durham, 
NH. 

Courter*, R., & Thorson, J. C. (2022). Assessing how adults produce and understand the melody 
and rhythm of speech in English. The American Speech and Hearing Association (ASHA) 
Convention, New Orleans, Louisiana. 

Thorson, J. C., Trumbell, J. M., & Nesbitt, K. (2022). Expressing information status through 
prosody in the spontaneous speech of American English-speaking children. Speech Prosody 11, 
Lisbon, Portugal. 
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Murphy, A.*, Trumbell, J. M., Nesbitt, K., & Thorson, J. C. (2021). The impact of child-directed 
speech during parent-child interactions in a children’s museum. The American Speech and 
Hearing Association (ASHA) Convention, Washington, D. C. 

Mueller, S.*, Trumbell, J. M., Nesbitt, K., & Thorson, J. C. (2021; cancelled 2020 due to COVID-
19). The role of socio-economic status on the language output of 3-6-year old’s during a 
naturalistic museum study. The American Speech and Hearing Association (ASHA) Convention, 
Washington, D. C. 

Mannesto, J.*, Trumbell, J. M., Nesbitt, K., & Thorson, J. C. (2021). Play behavior at a children’s 
museum:  The role of parental sensitivity and child gender. To be virtually presented at the 
Society for Research in Child Development (SRCD). 

Thorson, J. C., Trumbell, J., & Nesbitt, K. (December, 2020, postponed from May 2020 due to 
COVID-19). The impact of question prosody during parent-child interactions in a museum 
setting. The 179th Meeting of the Acoustical Society of America, virtual. 

Platt, R.*, Robin, D., Ballard, K., & Thorson, J. C. (2019). Segmentation and intonation in 
childhood apraxia of speech. The American Speech and Hearing Association (ASHA) Convention, 
Orlando, FL. 

Pepe, S.*, & Thorson, J. C. (2019). Storytelling study: The impact of prosody on visual-attention 
levels during read-alouds in preschoolers. The American Speech and Hearing Association (ASHA) 
Convention, Orlando, FL. 

Platt, R.*, Robin, D., Ballard, K., & Thorson, J. C. (2019). Segmentation and intonation in 
childhood apraxia of speech. Boston Speech Motor Control Symposium, Boston, MA. 

Thorson, J. C. (2019). Perception of prosody: How toddlers harness intonation to guide early 
attention. The 177th Meeting of the Acoustical Society of America, Louisville, KY. 

Thorson, J. C., & Shattuck-Hufnagel, S. (2018). Towards an inventory of prosodic contours 
produced by English-acquiring 2-year-olds: The use of H* and H+!H*. The 175th Meeting of the 
Acoustical Society of America, Minneapolis, MN. 

Thorson, J. C., Meyer, S., Plesa-Skwerer, D., Patel, R., & Tager-Flusberg, H. (2016). Prosodic 
assessment for minimally verbal and nonverbal children and adolescents with autism. The 
American Speech and Hearing Association (ASHA) Convention, Philadelphia, PA. 

Brumberg, J., Thorson, J. C., Pitt, K., & Patel, R. (2016). Speech and nonspeech motor control of 
prosody by individuals with congenital and acquired dysarthria. The American Speech and 
Hearing Association (ASHA) Convention, Philadelphia, PA.                                       
*Meritorious Poster Submission Winner* 

Thorson, J. C. (2016). Methodological considerations in prosodic development. Presented at 
Laboratory Phonology Satellite Workshop: Exploring speech planning and production in children, Ithaca, 
NY. 

Thorson, J. C., Meyer, S., Plesa-Skwerer, D., Patel, R., & Tager-Flusberg, H. (2016). Assessing 
prosody in minimally to nonverbal children with autism. Presented at Speech Prosody 8, 
Boston, MA. 

Thorson, J. C. (2016). Analyzing the prosody of young children. Presented at Speech Prosody 8, 
Framing Speech: Celebrating 40 years of inquiry with Stefanie Shattuck-Hufnagel, Boston, MA. 

Thorson, J. C., Brumberg, J., & Patel, R. (2016). Prosodic abilities in individuals with congenital 
versus acquired dysarthria. Presented at the Conference on Motor Speech, Newport Beach, CA. 

Thorson, J. C., Usher, N., Patel, R., & Tager-Flusberg, H. (2015). Acoustic analysis of prosody in 
spontaneous productions of minimally verbal children and adolescents with autism. 
Presented at the 40th Annual Boston University Conference on Language Development (BUCLD), 
Boston, MA. 
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Thorson, J., & Morgan, J. L. (2014). Effects of pitch accent type and contrastiveness on a novel 
word learning task. At the International Conference on Infant Studies (ICIS), Berlin, Germany. 

Thorson, J. C., Kertz, L., & Morgan., J. L. (2014). How information structure and intonation guide 
toddler attention in discourse. At the Linguistic Society of America (LSA) conference, 
Minneapolis, MN. 

Thorson, J. C., & Morgan, J. L. (2013). Directing toddler attention: Intonation contours and 
information structure. At the 38th Annual Boston University Conference on Language Development 
(BUCLD), Boston, MA. 

Thorson, J. C., & Morgan, J. L. (2013). “Now there is a cat and a BALL over there” How 
information structure and intonation direct toddler attention. At the Phonetics and Phonology in 
Iberia Conference (PaPI), Lisbon, Portugal.  

Miles, K. M., Thorson, J. C., & Demuth, K. (2011). Exploring syllabification in early speech. At the 
Annual Conference for the Australian Linguistic Society (ALS), Canberra, Australia.  

Thorson, J. C., & Demuth, K. (2010). Gestural and Acoustic Investigations of Syllabic 
Organization of Children’s Early Words. At the São Paolo School for the Advanced Study of Speech 
Dynamics, São Paolo, Brazil. 

Vanrell, M. M., Borràs-Comes, J., Crespo-Sendra, V., Thorson, J. C., & Prieto, P. (2010). Between 
form and meaning: Early acquisition of yes-no questions by Spanish and Catalan children. At 
the VI Congrés Internacional d’Adquisició del Llenguatge, Barcelona, Spain. 

 
Teaching Experience 
EOS 808: Fundamentals in Acoustics 2022 – present 

Annual guest lecturer; Certificate in Acoustics Program 
INCO 590 & 790: (Advanced) Research Experience       2018 – present 

Dept. of Communication Sciences & Disorders & Hamel Center, UNH 
COMM 522: Language Acquisition      2017 – present 

Dept. of Communication Sciences & Disorders, UNH 
COMM 524: Clinical Phonetics       2018 – present 

Dept. of Communication Sciences & Disorders, UNH 
COMM 798/895: Special Topics in Child Language Acquisition       2018 – present 

Dept. of Communication Sciences & Disorders, UNH 
COMM 795.10: Independent Study in Speech Science            2017 – 2018 

Dept. of Communication Sciences & Disorders, UNH 
COMM 799.H07: Honor’s Thesis            2018 – present 

Dept. of Communication Sciences & Disorders, UNH 
COMM 842: Autism Spectrum Disorders       2018 – present 

Dept. of Communication Sciences & Disorders, UNH 
COMM 899: Master’s Thesis       2018 – present 

Dept. of Communication Sciences & Disorders, UNH 
COMM 905: Motor Speech Disorders       2017 – 2018 

Dept. of Communication Sciences & Disorders, UNH 
 
Other Teaching Experience 
Guest Lecturer. Survey of CSD. Instructor: Dr. Allan Smith                  2017 – 2018
 University of New Hampshire 
Guest Lecturer. Speech Sound Disorders. Instructor: Dr. Lisa Wisman Weil          2016 
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 Boston University 
Guest Lecturer. Prosody. Instructor: Dr. Stefanie Shattuck-Hufnagel 2014 – 2016 
 Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Guest Lecture Series. Language Acquisition. Instructor: Dr. Emily Zimmerman 2015 
 Northeastern University 
Invited Guest Lecturer. Interdisciplinary Research Seminar Series 2015 
 PhD in Rehabilitation Sciences Program, MGH Institute of Health Professions 
Workshop Leader. Intro. to TAing, Grading Strategies, & Interactive Classrooms        2012 – 2014 

 Sheridan Center for Teaching, Brown University 
Discussion Leader. Sheridan Center Certificate I: Teaching Seminar       2012 – 2014  

Sheridan Center for Teaching, Brown University 
Substitute Teacher. Newport School District, SAU #43, NH 2008 – 2009 
Human Cognition, Teaching Assistant, Instructor: Dr. David M. Sobel           2012 

Dept. of Cognitive, Linguistic and Psychological Sciences, Brown University 
Introduction to Linguistic Theory, Teaching Assistant, Instructor: Dr. Laura Kertz      2011 

Dept. of Cognitive, Linguistic and Psychological Sciences, Brown University 
Language and the Mind, Teaching Assistant, Instructor: Dr. James Morgan       2011 

Dept. of Cognitive, Linguistic and Psychological Sciences, Brown University 
Introduction to Linguistic Theory, Teaching Assistant, Instructor: Dr. Pauline Jacobson       2010 

Dept. of Cognitive, Linguistic and Psychological Sciences, Brown University 
Intro. to Language Sound Systems, Teaching Assistant, Instructor: Dr. Joyce McDonough 2006 

Linguistics Department, University of Rochester 
Introduction to Linguistics, Teaching Assistant, Instructor: Dr. Joyce McDonough  2005 

Linguistics Department, University of Rochester 
Teaching Intern. Antonio Machado High School, Salamanca, Spain       2004 
 

Additional Academic Training 
Linguistic Society of America (LSA) Summer Linguistic Institute 2011: Language in the World   2011 

University of Colorado at Boulder 
São Paolo School of Advanced Study in Speech Dynamics (SPSASSD), Brazil   2010 
 
Additional Research Experience 

Working Team Member. Coordinators: Dr. Lourdes Aguilar, Dr. Carme de-la-Mota,           2007 – 2009  
and Dr. Pilar Prieto, Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona & ICREA- 
Universitat Pompeu Fabra. Spanish and Catalan ToBI Training Materials 

Research Fellow. Supervisor: Dr. Pilar Prieto, Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona.            2007 – 2009  
Prosodic Structure and Acquisition of Prosodic Structure in Catalan and Spanish 

Research Assistant. Supervisor: Dr. Duane Watson, Department of Brain and Cognitive     2003 – 2007 
Sciences, University of Rochester, New York. (Currently of the  
Psychology Department, Vanderbilt University) 

Summer Research Assistant. Supervisor: Dr. Ioana Chitoran, Linguistics Department,  2004 
Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH 
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Awards 

UNH College of Health and Human Services Teaching Excellence Award 2024 
American Speech and Hearing Association (ASHA) Meritorious Poster Submission 2016 
International Speech Communication Association (ISCA) Travel Grant 2014 
Linguistic Society of America Summer Institute Tuition Fellowship       2011 
Graduate School Additional Support for LSA Summer Institute, Brown University 2011 
First Year Fellowship, Brown University 2009 
Acoustical Society of America Student Travel Award       2011 
Fellowship to attend the São Paolo School of Advanced Study       2010  
 in Speech Dynamics (SPSASSD) 
Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society 2005 
Summer Reach Funding, University of Rochester  2004 
Dean's List, University of Rochester 2001 – 2005 
Bausch & Lomb Science Award, University of Rochester       2001 
Rush Rhees Scholarship, University of Rochester 2001 
 
Service 
UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
UNIVERSITY 
 Dissertation Fellowship Committee  2022 – 2025 
 Center for Acoustics Research and Education (CARE)  2019 – present 
 Education Committee  
 CoRE Grant Reviewer 2020 
 Undergraduate Research Conference Judge 2018 – 2019 

COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
 PhD Task Force 2023 – present 
 Research Council 2020 – 2024 
 Committee on Ethnicity and Race Equity (CERE); Co-Chair 2021-2022 2019 – 2022 
 Associate Dean Search Committee 2021 
 Grime’s Competition Judge 2021 
 Teaching Conference Committee 2018 

DEPARTMENT – COMMUNICATION SCIENCES & DISORDERS 
 Undergraduate Curriculum Committee 2023 – present 
 Research Coordinating Committee 2017 – present 
 Peer Teaching Evaluation Coordinator 2017 – 2022 
 CSD Chair Search Committee, Committee Chair 2021 – 2023 
 Tenure-track Search Committee 2020 – 2021 
 Graduate Admissions Committee, Co-Chair (2020 – 2022) 2017 – 2022 

NATIONAL/INTERNATIONAL 
 American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) 2023 – present 
 Speech & Language Science Committee 
 SIG 19: Speech Science  
 Acoustical Society of America Women in Acoustics Committee 2019 – present
 Acoustical Society of America Speech Communication Technical Committee 2019 – present 
 Speech Prosody Scientific Committee Member and Volunteer Coordinator 2016 – present 
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 Experimental and Theoretical Approaches to Prosody Session Chair, UMass 2018 
 Laboratory Phonology Satellite Workshop Organizing Committee 2016 
 Workshop on Exploring Speech Planning and Production in Children 
 Reach Out and Read Young Literacy Council Volunteer Member  2014 – 2015 

BROWN UNIVERSITY 
 International House of Rhode Island Friendship Program Student Host       2013 – 2014 
 Graduate Student Council VP of Social and Student Life; Executive Committee  2012 – 2013 
 Graduate Student Council Representative for CLPS 2010 – 2013 
 Graduate Student Liaison to the Faculty 2010 – 2011  
 Department of Cognitive, Linguistic, and Psychological Sciences 

OTHER 
 Volunteer with the Dover Mounted Police Unit, Dover, NH 2017 – 2019 
 Volunteer at the Cerdanyola de Vallès Animal Shelter  2007 – 2008 
 Cerdanyola de Vallès, Spain 
 Social Co-Chair of the Graduate Organizing Group      2005 – 2007 

 University of Rochester, Rochester, NY 
 
Peer Review 
AD HOC GRANT REVIEWER  
 National Science Foundation 
 A*STAR Biomedical Engineering Programme by Consortia for  
      Improving Medicine with Innovation and Technology (CIMIT) 
AD HOC JOURNAL REVIEWER 
 American Journal of Speech-Language Pathology  
 Applied Psycholinguistics 
 Clinical Linguistics and Phonetics 
 First Language 
 Frontiers in Language 
 Journal of the Acoustical Society of America, Express Letters 
 Journal of Child Language 
 Journal of Communication Disorders 
 Journal of Speech, Language, and Hearing Research 
 Languages 
 Language and Speech 
 Revista Española de Lingüística Aplicada/Spanish Journal of Applied Linguistics  
CONFERENCE REVIEWER  
 American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) – Speech & Language Science  
 Boston University Conference on Language Development (BUCLD) 
 Experimental and Theoretical Approaches to Prosody (ETAP) 
 International Conference on Acoustics, Speech and Signal Processing  
 Interspeech Technical Committee 
 Phonetics and Phonology in Europe (PaPE)  
 Speech Prosody (Prosody Special Interest Group, Interspeech) 
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Professional Development 
National Center for Faculty Development and Diversity – Writing Challenges (x7) 2023 – present 
UNH CSDC: Building an anti-racist community in early childhood education 2024 
Center for Excellence in Teaching and Learning, University of New Hampshire 2017 – 2024 
 Certificate Series Seminars & Workshops 
UNH Faculty Instructional Technology Strategies Institute (FITSI; awarded $2000) 2023 
UNH Up-2-NIH Program 2021 – 2022 
Association for College and University Educators (ACUE) Teaching Certification 2020 – 2021 
UNH Writing Academy 2019 
UNH Research and Engagement Academy 2019 
Safe Zone Training  2019 
UNH Pathway to Tenure 2018 
NIH Regional Seminar: Program Funding and Grants Administration 2018 
CHHS Learning Exchange on Race and Equity Series 2017 – 2018 
Sheridan Center Teaching Certificate III: Professional Development Program,  Brown Univ.  2013 
Sheridan Center Teaching Certificate IV: Teaching Consultant Program, Brown University       2012 
Sheridan Center Teaching Certificate II: Classroom Tools Seminar, Brown University       2012 
Sheridan Center Teaching Certificate I: Sheridan Teaching Seminar, Brown University 2011 
Editor. University of Rochester Working Papers in the Language Sciences        2007 
 
Teaching Certifications 
Association for College and University Educators (ACUE) Teaching Certification 2021 
 
Clinical Certifications 
Autism Diagnostic Observation Schedule, 2nd Edition (ADOS-2):        

Clinical and Research Certification. October 10, 2017. 
Professional Associations 

Acoustical Society of America (ASA) – Full Member 
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) 
International Society for Autism Research (INSAR) 
International Society on Infant Studies (ISIS)  
Linguistic Society of America (LSA) 
  
Languages 

Primary fluency in English  
Professional working proficiency in Spanish 
Limited working proficiency in Catalan 
Elementary proficiency in French and Portuguese 


