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Professional Summary

Building on my leadership experience serving as Chair of the University Faculty Senate, I
transitioned to the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs in the College of Health and
Human Services. Entering my fifth year in this role, I support the Dean in advancing
academic excellence by providing leadership in academic policy, curriculum
development, faculty development, and student success initiatives.
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Social Science Research Center Faculty Fellow

Pennsylvania State University, University Park, PA
Teaching Faculty, Human Development & Family Studies (2005-2007)

Education

Ph.D., Pennsylvania State University (2006)

Human Development and Family Studies

Specializations: Adolescent Development and Prevention Research

M.S., Pennsylvania State University (2003)
Human Development and Family Studies

B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University (1999)
Psychology (major), Sociology (minor)
Magna Cum Laude
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Program of Research

My research aims to improve the lives of adolescents and emerging adults by identifying
how supportive environments foster identity development, purpose, and future
orientation. I focus on the role of families, communities, and youth-serving systems in
promoting positive developmental outcomes. Through applied and prevention-focused
research, I generate evidence to inform policy, enhance practice, and expand equitable
opportunities for thriving across diverse rural and underserved populations.
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Tucker, C. J., Van Gundy, K. T., Wiesen-Martin. D., Sharp, E. H., Rebellon, C., &
Stracuzzi, N. (2014). Proactive and reactive sibling aggression and adjustment in
adolescence. Poster presentation at the American Psychological Association Annual
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Meeting: Transitions from Adolescence to Adulthood, Tampa, FL.

Sharp, E. H., Tucker, C. J., Baril, M., Van Gundy, K, & Rebellon, C. (2012). Patterns of
participation in structured and unstructured activities among rural youth across time: A
Latent Trajectory analysis. Poster presentation at the Biennial Meeting of the Society for
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presentation at the Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research on Child Development,
Montreal, Canada.

Sharp, E. H., & Shapley, D. (2009). Adolescents’ subjective social status: More
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of the Society for Research on Child Development, Denver, CO.

Sharp, E. H., & Coatsworth, J.D. (2007). Preliminary validation of a new measure of
adolescent future perspective: The Future Perspective Questionnaire. Poster presentation
at the Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research on Child Development, Boston, MA.

Palen, L., Coatsworth, J.D., & Sharp, E. H. (2006). Parenting for identity exploration:
Development and Properties of a new measure. Poster presentation at the Biennial
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Sharp, E. H., Caldwell, L., & Ridenour, T. (2005). Individual motivation and parental
influence on adolescents’ experiences of interest in the free time context: A longitudinal
examination. Poster presentation at the Annual Meeting of the Society for Prevention
Research, Washington, DC.

Palen, L., Coatsworth, J.D., Sharp, E. H., & Gayles, J.G. (2005). Activity-based
interventions for youth: A viable approach? Poster presentation at the Annual Meeting of
the Society for Prevention Research, Washington, DC.

Sharp, E. H., & Caldwell, L. (2005). Understanding adolescent boredom in leisure: A
longitudinal analysis of the roles of parents and motivation. Poster presentation at the
Eleventh Canadian Congress on Leisure Research, Nanaimo, BC.



Sharp, E. H., Coatsworth, J.D., & Palen, L. (2005). Developing a future perspective in
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presentation at the Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research on Child Development,
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Sharp, E. H., & Coatsworth, J.D. (2003). Personally expressive activities: Identity
elements and parenting correlates. Poster presentation at the Biennial Meeting for The
Society for Research on Child Development, Tampa, FL.

Sharp, E. H., & Coatsworth, J.D. (2002). Competence, adversity, and parenting as
predictors of identity exploration. Poster presentation at the Biennial Meeting for The
Society for Research on Adolescence, New Orleans, LA.
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Sharp, E. H. (May, 2019). Co06s youths’ future aspirations, expectations and attainment:
Implications for Education. Metallak Retired Educators. Gorham, NH.

Sharp, E. H. (Nov, 2018). The relationship between rurality, social class identity, and
college access and affordability. Invited Panel Member. Plymouth State University,
Plymouth, NH.

Sharp, E. H. (Oct, 2018). Cods youths’ future aspirations, expectations and attainment.
Co0s County Mini Conference: Mountain View Grand Hotel, Whitefield, NH.

Sharp, E. H. (Nov, 2016). Perceptions of Cods County youth adults: How well do they
think their high school prepared them for post-secondary education and work? Cods
County Mini Conference: AMC Highland Center, Bretton Woods, NH.

Sharp, E. H. (Oct, 2016). Support discovery of positive identities and futures in out-of-
school activities. UNH Department of Education’s Research and Practice Brown Bag.
University of New Hampshire, Durham, NH.

Sharp, E. H. (Jun, 2016). Supporting discovery of positive identities and futures in out-of-
school activities. New Hampshire Department of Education Summer Summit. Expanded
Learning Time Strand. University of New Hampshire, Durham, NH.

Sharp, E. H. (Jun, 2015). Pathways for boys: Finding involvement in out-of-school
activities. North Country Listens Community Presentation and Panel Discussion. Berlin
& Colebrook, NH.

Sharp, E. H. (Jul, 2014). Helping adolescents make the most of their out-of-school time.

Young People in Cods: The Latest Research from UNH that Health and Human Service
Providers Need to Know. White Mountains Community College, Berlin, NH.
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Sharp, E. H. (Apr, 2014). Lessons learned from the Coos Youth Study. Conference on
Community-University Partnerships: Working together to support Coos County youth
development in the outdoors. AMC Highland Center, Bretton Woods, NH. Conference
organizer.

Sharp, E. H. (Mar, 2013). Introduction to the Carsey Institute’s Coos Youth Study.
Conference: Issues of Proximity and Access to Positive Youth Development
Opportunities for Rural Youth, MUB, University of New Hampshire.

Sharp, E. H. (Dec, 2012). Rural Youth Study: Tracking changes in the North Country.
Winter Professional Development Conference MSAD 60. Noble High School, North
Berwick, ME.

Sharp, E. H., & Jaffee, E. M. (Dec, 2012). Understanding the less engaged: Students’ and
young adults’ participation in education, recreation, and occupation. North Country
Education Services Professional Development. Gorham, NH.

Sharp, E. H. (Oct, 2012). Rural Youth Study: Tracking changes in the North Country.
UNH Noyce Teacher Scholarship Workshop: Working with Rural and High Needs
Schools. Durham, NH.

Sharp, E. H., Cox, G., Rebellon, C., Tucker, C.J., & Van Gundy, K. (Nov, 2011). The
power of rural youth: Findings from the Coos youth study. Keynote presentation at the
New Hampshire Annual Celebration of National Rural Health Day. Meredith, NH.

Sharp, E. H. (Oct, 2011). Patterns of time use and perceived barriers to activity
participation among adolescents in two rural communities: A clear need for better
communication. Department of Communication Fall 2011 Colloquium, University of
New Hampshire, Durham, NH.

Sharp, E. H. (Nov, 2010). The Coos County Youth Study: Out-of-school activities and
youth outcomes. Carsey Institute Research Brown Bag.

Rebellon, C., Sharp, E. H., Stracuzzi, N., Tucker, C. J., & Van Gundy, K. (Oct, 2010).
Lessons from the Coos county youth study: Positive Youth Development and the impact
of caring and connectedness on adolescent health and well-being. North Country
Educators meeting.

Presentations: Community Engagement

Delivered over two dozen invited presentations to community organizations, school
districts, state agencies, and parent groups across New England. Topics include
adolescent brain development, sleep and school start times, substance use prevention,
stress and mental health, youth decision-making, and sexuality education. Partner
organizations include the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI-NH), Division for
Children, Youth and Families (DCYF), Seacoast Youth Services, 21st Century
Community Learning Centers, and multiple public-school systems.
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External Research Funding (Received)

2021-2023

Rural First-Generation College Students: Transcending the Home—School Divide
Spencer Foundation, Small Grant Program — $49,886

Principal Investigator: A. Coppens

Role: Supporting Researcher

20102019

Tracking Change in the North Country: Panel Study of Cods County Youth

Neil and Louise Tillotson Fund, New Hampshire Charitable Foundation — $1,232,000
Co-Principal Investigators: C. Rebellon, E. H. Sharp, C. J. Tucker, & K. Van Gundy
Role: Co-Principal Investigator (Investigators listed alphabetically)

20122014

Perceived Integration, Youth Aspirations, and the Stress Process in Emerging
Adulthood: The Rural Youth Panel Study

National Science Foundation — $200,000

Principal Investigator: K. Van Gundy

Role: Co-Investigator

Internal Research Funding (Received)

2020-2021

The Youth Retention Initiative

UNH Collaborative Research Excellence (CoRE) Interdisciplinary Working Group —
$12,716

Co-Principal Investigators: E. H. Sharp & A. Coppens

20142015

Enhancing Positive Youth Development in Changing Rural Ecologies: Advancing
Engaged Scholarship through Collective Impact in Coos County, NH

UNH CHHS Research Support Initiative — $19,982

Co-Principal Investigators: J. Seaman, E. H. Sharp, & R. Barcelona

2014

Youth Development Affinity Group: Youth Development Conference
UNH CHHS Internal Research Funding — $4,000

Co-Principal Investigators: J. Seaman, E. H. Sharp, & R. Barcelona

Consulting

e Adapt, Inc. — Evaluation Specialist (2018-2020)
e (CASA NH - Volunteer Retention Study (2017-2018)
e NH Dept. of Education — E* Teen Fathering Program Consultant (2016-2017)
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Awards & Fellowships

University Faculty Award for Excellence in Public Service, University of New
Hampshire (Spring 2020)

University Participant, Advancing Academic Leaders Program, UNH (2020—
2021)

University Fellowship, HERS Management Institute for Women in Higher
Education, Wellesley College (2017-2018)

Faculty Excellence in Teaching Award, College of Health and Human Services,
University of New Hampshire (Spring 2015)

Faculty Scholar, Research and Engagement Academy, University of New
Hampshire (2014)

Predoctoral Fellowship Award, The Prevention Research Center, Pennsylvania
State University (2003—2004)

Professional Activities & Service
Editorial Roles, Associate Editor, Emerging Adulthood (2021-2024)

Ad Hoc Reviewer

Child Development, Identity International Journal of Behavioral Development, Journal
of Adolescence, Journal of Adolescent Health, Journal of Early Adolescence, Journal of
Leisure Research, Journal of Research on Adolescence, Journal of Youth & Adolescence

Professional Memberships

Society for Research in Child Development (SRCD)
o Panel Co-Chair, Biennial Conference (2023)
o Reviewer, Biennial Conference (2012—present)
o Teaching Mentor (2018-2020)

Society for Research on Adolescence (SRA)
o Reviewer, Biennial Conference (201 1—present)

University Service — University of New Hampshire

University Faculty Senate (2009-2012; 2015-2021)
Chair (2020-2021)
Vice-Chair (2019-2020)
Agenda Committee Member (2017-2021)
Chair, Finance & Administration Committee (2016-2017)
Co-Chair, Finance & Administration Committee (2015-2016)
o Chair, Campus Planning Committee (2011-2012)
University Search Committees
o Member, Senior Vice Provost for Student Life Search (2020)
o Member, Chief Financial Officer Search (2019-2020)
o Member, Carsey Institute Director Search (2012)
University & College Committees
o Member, UNH Academic Standards and Advising Committee (2021-
present)
o Member, UNH Academic Strategy Group (2021-present)

o O O O O
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Member, CHHS Executive Committee (202 1-present)
Member, CHHS Chairs and Academic Leaders Committee (2021-present)
Chair, UNH Professional Standards Committee (2019-2020)
Member, UNH Responsible Conduct of Research Committee (2019-2020)
Member, UNH Budget Advisory Committee (2016—-2017)
Member, CHHS COVID-19 Emergency Response Team (2020)
Member, UNH COVID-19 Academic Planning Taskforce (2020)
Student Development
e Success, Fellowship & Award Committees
o Member, Student Retention Committee — Sophomore Experience (2018—
2020)
o CHHS Representative, Graduate School Dissertation Fellowship
Committee (2014-2016)
o Faculty Judge, URC Parents Association Undergraduate Research
Symposium (2011-2016; 2019)
o Member, Carsey Institute Winant Fellowship Committee (2010—present)
e Office of Community Standards
o Title IX Hearing Officer & Investigator (2018-2021)
o Hearing Officer & Advisor (2018-2021)
e Program Coordination
o Undergraduate Coordinator, HDFS (2018-2020)
o Lead Author, HDFS Undergraduate Program Review Self-Study (2019)
o Coordinator, Interdisciplinary Adolescent & Youth Development Minor
(2009—present)
o Interim Graduate Program Coordinator, HDFS (2013-2014)
Faculty Development
e Faculty Development Roles
o Member, UNH Faculty Search and Hiring Manual Working Group (2023-
2024)
Scholarly Coach, UNH Writing Academy (2021)
Faculty Fellow, ADVANCE Pathways to Tenure Program (2020-2021)
Committee Member, ADVANCE Pathways to Tenure Program (2017—
2020)
o Member, CHHS Promotion & Tenure Committee (2020-2021)
o Member, HDFS Promotion & Tenure Committee (2016-2021)
Curriculum Development
e Member, University Undergraduate Education Committee (202 1-present)
Ex Officio Member, CHHS Academic Affairs Committee (2021-present)
Member, CHHS PhD Proposal Committee (2015-2017)
Member, CHHS Academic Affairs Council (2012-2014)
Chair, HDFS Family Support CFLE Specialization Committee (2011-2017;
Member 2009—present)

O O O O 0O O O

Community Service — State of New Hampshire
e Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA), Guardian Ad Litem
CASA New Hampshire (2014-2021)
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Teaching at University of New Hampshire

HDFS 624: Developmental Perspectives on Adolescence and Early Adulthood
HDFS 625: Adult Development

HDFS 707: Practicum in HDFS (Y outh-Focused)

HDFS 746/846: Human Sexuality

HDFS 950: Contemporary Issues in Adolescent Development

HDEFS 993: Theoretical Approaches to Family Studies

HDFS 994: Research Methods
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