
24th Annual Pancake Breakfast:  The Middle Sexualities 
 
Participants at the 24th Annual Pancake Breakfast celebrated progress for the 
LGBTQ+ community in gains toward a safer, more inclusive campus.  The Kidder 
Faculty Award was presented to Assistant Prof. John Berst of Theater and Dance for 
producing a theatrical event in support the World AIDS Day project.  Casey O’Dea 
won the Kidder Undergraduate Student Award for providing educational 
opportunities, affinity spaces and action projects for a more inclusive UNH 
community. Ike Leslie won the Kidder Graduate Student Award for his work as a 
role model and dedication to the cause of equity and inclusion at UNH. 
 
Pink Triangle Awards for groups and organizations, were given to Trans UNH in 
support of a safe, welcoming campus and The Preferred Name Initiative with its 
mission to provide people with an option for self-identification when their names 
are entered onto class rosters, residential hall assignments, health services check-
ins and more. 
 
Keynote speaker Robyn Ochs focused on the issues for people who identify in the 
middle sexualities, for example, bi-sexual and fluid. 
 
She delivered The Changing Landscape of Identity, saying, “We’re all on this journey 
of identity. People change, and our culture is offering us ways to use descriptive 
words, not labels! Gender identity is fluid, not binary. It’s also about 
intersectionality,” she said, as she encouraged UNH faculty, staff, students and 
community members in the audience to see the person across the table in their 
many identities. “We need to see the whole person, not just the woman or the Black 
person, but see the Black woman.” 
 
Ochs practices patience with those who label rather than ask a person’s identity first 
before assuming. “I realize that those who label are making that mistake because 
they’ve come to college without an education around sexuality, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, gender expression, race and so on. As we educate more people, we 
improve the campus living/ learning environment.” 
 
She promotes multi-cultural, sustained conversations, encouraging people to tell 
their stories and re-frame sexuality as an unranked spectrum of identities. “The 
more training of counselors, service providers and medical people, the safer the 
world will be for all of us.” 
 
Later in the day, at the Kidder Lecture, Ochs explained ways people complicate the 
concept of bisexuality through fear of sex or negative attitudes, oversimplification -- 
making a complicated concept seem foolish--, and the tendency for people who have 
been hurt to then hurt other people. 
 
Her work involving more than 500 visits to colleges across the nation has helped 
build campus climates to become increasingly more accepting and respectful of each 
individual’s identities of gender, sexuality and romance. 
 
 


