
BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 
 

FOR THE SLATE FOR THE 2015/16 AGENDA COMMITTEE OF THE SENATE 
 
FACULTY SENATE CHAIR 
 
Deborah A. Kinghorn (Deb) is a Professor in Theatre and Dance, teaching acting, movement and voice 
courses for the department. She has worked as a professional actress and director.  She holds degrees 
from SUNY at Fredonia (BA, Theatre) and Trinity University through the Dallas Theatre Center (MFA, 
Theatre, with emphasis in Acting). She is a Master Teacher of Lessac Kinesensic Voice and Body 
Training and currently serves on the Master Teacher Council of the Lessac Training and Research 
Institute, where she regularly teaches and conducts research at the Lessac Summer Intensive Workshop. 
She received the University of Houston Teaching Excellence Award in 1995, the Lessac Institute 
Leadership Award in 2009, the UNH Teaching Excellence Award for 2011-12, and in 2013 was a 
Fulbright Scholar in the Acting, Media and Culture Post-Masters Program at the University of Rijeka in 
Croatia. She is co-author of the new book, “Essential Lessac: Honoring the Familiar in Body, Mind, 
Spirit”, recently published by RJM Donald Publishers, Inc. Her current research interests include 
exploring Kinesensic training applications for health and wellness and cross-cultural relations. 
 
FACULTY SENATE VICE CHAIR 
 
Dante J. Scala is an associate professor of political science who arrived at UNH in 2007. In his 
department, he teaches various American politics and research methods courses. He has published articles 
and book chapters on campaigns and elections, campaign finance, and political demography. His second 
book, The Four Faces of the Republican Party, will be published this fall by Palgrave Macmillan. At 
UNH, Dante has served as chairman of his department. Outside the department, his service includes 
membership on the University Curriculum and Academic Policy Committee; the search committee for the 
first director of the Carsey School of Public Policy; and the University Senate’s committee on promotion 
and tenure. He also serves on UNH Pre-Law Advisement; the Hamel Center for Undergraduate Research; 
and as an officer for the UNH chapter of Phi Beta Kappa. 2014-2015 has been his first term in the Faculty 
Senate.  
 
AT-LARGE AGENDA COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 
James J. Connell (Jim) received his Ph.D. from Washington University in St. Louis.  From graduate 
school he went to the Enrico Fermi Institute at the University of Chicago as academic research staff.  His 
main work involved the High Energy Telescope (HET) on the Ulysses deep-space mission.  In 2002 he 
moved to the University of New Hampshire as an Associate Professor with a joint appointment in the 
Department of Physics and the Space Science Center.  Since coming to UNH, Professor Connell has 
taught a variety of graduate and undergraduate physics courses.  He developed and taught an 
interdisciplinary Inquiry Course, PHYS-444, "Myths and Misconceptions about Nuclear Science," which 
addresses nuclear physics, technology, policy and society.  This course was in the first group of 444 
courses taught.  At UNH, Dr. Connell has continued his research on high-energy space radiation.  He 
developed a new technique known as ADIS (Angle Detecting Inclined Sensors) which is the basis of the 
Energetic Heavy Ion Sensor (EHIS) for the GOES-R series of weather satellites (first of four launchs 
expected in March 2016).  He is also developing a new positron (antimatter electron) telescope concept 
known as PICAP.  Professor Connell has served on a range of departmental and university committees 
and became a faculty senator in 2011.  He has served three terms on the Agenda Committee and acted as 
Parliamentarian for the 2013-2014 and 2014-2015 Faculty Senates.    
 



Sharon McCrone is a professor of Mathematics Education in the Department of Mathematics and 
Statistics. She earned her PhD in Mathematics Education and her MS in Mathematics from the University 
of New Hampshire and a BA in Mathematics from Dartmouth College. After spending ten years at 
Illinois State University, Dr. McCrone returned to UNH. She teaches a wide range of course in 
mathematics and mathematics education at the undergraduate and graduate levels. Dr. McCrone’s 
research interests include investigating pre-service teachers’ mathematical knowledge for teaching, and 
how pedagogical practices impact classroom discourse and the development of students’ mathematical 
argumentation. Dr. McCrone has served as Principal Investigator of several National Science Foundation 
grants, currently serving as director of the NSF-funded UNH Noyce Teacher Scholarship Program. Dr. 
McCrone has served on a range or departmental, college, and university committees, and has been on the 
faculty senate since 2014. 
 
Albert E. Scherr (Buzz) received his B.A. from Yale University and his J.D. from Vermont Law 
School.  From law school, he worked at the NH Public Defender Program, one of the top statewide public 
defender programs in the country for thirteen years.  He began as the managing attorney and co-founder 
of the Keene, NH public defender office and moved to managing the Dover, NH public defender’s office 
in 1984. In 1988, he moved to the central office of the Public Defender Program in Concord where he 
joined the NHPD’s homicide defense unit. In 1992, he joined the NH Appellate Defender’s office at then 
Franklin Pierce Law Center.  He then joined Franklin Pierce Law Center as a professor in 1994. From 
1989 to the present, Professor Scherr has developed an expertise in forensic DNA evidence, litigating, 
from the defense perspective, virtually all the DNA issues arising in NH state and federal courts for the 
first 8 years of its use in NH courts.  In 1997, he became the co-founder and co-designer of a program at 
Dartmouth College with a Dartmouth moral philosopher and a professor at Dartmouth Medical 
School.  In 2006, Professor Scherr, as principal investigator, received a two-year NIH ELSI grant to 
conduct research on genetics, police investigation and the Constitution.  Professor Scherr also co-directed 
a US State Department Rule-of-Law project with Professor Cathy Frierson of UNH for three years.  At 
UNH Law, he currently is the director of the Trial Advocacy Program; chair of its International Criminal 
Law & Justice Program and the first Faculty Coordinator for Online Initiatives at the school.  He is a 
member of the national working group on Distance Learning in Legal Education.  He has also chaired the 
Admissions Committee for many years; was the chair of the Appointments Committee for one year; 
served on one Dean search committee and was one of two faculty members of FPLC merger-with-UNH 
committee. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
FACULTY SENATE PAST CHAIR (as per the Faculty Senate Constitution) 
 
Alberto B. Manalo is an associate professor of Environmental and Resource Economics in the 
Department of Natural Resources and the Environment.  He earned his Ph.D. and M.S. in Agricultural 
Economics from Kansas State University and B.S. in Agribusiness from the University of the Philippines 
Los Banos.  He teaches courses in introductory environmental and resource economics, economics of 
travel and tourism, and agricultural and food policy and has taught courses in marketing of agricultural 
and natural resource products, statistical methods and applications, and approach to research. His current 
research interest is in the area of local agriculture.  He served for five years as chair of the Department of 
Resource Economics and Development and five years as Associate Dean for Academic Programs of the 
College of Life Sciences and Agriculture.  He has also served as chair of the President’s Commission on 
the Status of People of Color and chair or member of many other university and COLSA committees. 
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