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Where We Tutor:

The Department of Education has supported Seacoast Reads, a local

implementation of America Reads, for twelve years. The schools engaged in

Seacoast Reads range from those in small town and to those in cities.

Economic need varies across the sites with a significant percentage of children in

many schools being eligible for free or reduced lunch. The five schools with the

highest economic need have free or reduced lunch rates from 31 to 67 percent.

(Data are from the 2005-2006 academic year. The state average, grades 1-8, is 21

percent.) Five of the schools are in towns ranked in the lowest quintile of the

“Child-Well-Being Index” (Kids Count New Hampshire Data Book, 2007). In

addition to these school sites, Seacoast Reads has maintained after-school

programs in local libraries and, depending on the year, in one or two community

centers.

The Results:

When we asked children to name “the best part” of their work with the tutor, 

reading and reading games were the most frequent responses.  Fifty-seven percent 

identified reading, and 35 percent named both reading and reading games.  Other 

common responses included talking and spending time with the tutor. 

Students also reported learning about how to read. About half said that they had

learned “words” or how to “read” or “sound out words.” Others said they had

learned “reading is fun” (or some variation such as “books rule!”). Many had

aspirations to read harder books or harder words, and virtually all but one could

name a favorite book. (One girl said that she liked “all kinds.”)

Seacoast Reads has been an important part of campus life. UNH tutors have come

from programs as diverse as Entrepreneurship, Psychology, English and Family

Studies. Many have gone on to careers in education; others have pursued careers

in business, science, government, social services, or the arts.

Each semester UNH students tutor at over a dozen different sites (schools,

libraries, and after-school programs). Since its inception in 1998, UNH students

have tutored in literacy well over 1,000 elementary school children.
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