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EDUCATION

· Ph.D., University of Pittsburgh, Department of Political Science, June 2004  
Fields:  Comparative Politics (Latin America) and American Politics
Dissertation Title:  Respect for the Law in Latin America
Dissertation Committee:  Dr. Mitchell Seligson (chair), Dr. Barry Ames, Dr. Alejandro de la Fuente, Dr. Jon Hurwitz, and Dr. Dietlind Stolle  

· M.A., University of Pittsburgh, Political Science, 2000
· B.A., St. Joseph’s University, 1995.  Majors:  International Relations and Spanish/Latin American Literature  Minors:  Latin American Studies and Gender Studies
RESEARCH INTERESTS

My research examines the rule of law in Latin America, focusing in particular on legal socialization and citizens’ evaluations of their respective justice systems.  Given the current wave of justice reform in the region, I aim to determine why such reform efforts have increased the legitimacy of the courts and police in some countries, yet languished in others.  I also gauge the impact of the current crime epidemic on citizens’ trust in the justice system and support for the rule of law.  I examine whether fear of crime and victimization undermine citizens’ willingness to rely upon legal institutions to resolve problems and redress grievances.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

· Assistant Professor, University of New Hampshire, (2006-present) 

· Graduate Level:  Introduction to Statistical Analysis; Politics of Poverty
· Undergraduate Level:  US and World Affairs; Pathways to Democracy; Comparative Government and Society; Latin American Politics; US and Latin American Relations; Women and Politics in the Developing World; Global Issues and International Affairs; Testing Michael Moore:  An Introduction to Empirical Research Methods; Introduction to the Research Process (Honors)
· Lecturer, University of New Hampshire  (2003-2005)
· Teaching Fellow, University of Pittsburgh, (2002):  Comparative Politics 
· Lecturer, Chatham College, (2001-2002):  Women and Politics; Research Design
· Adjunct Lecturer, Duquesne University, (2001):  The American Congress
AWARDS AND FELLOWSHIPS

· Humanities Center Discretionary Grant, University of New Hampshire, 2009
· Artinian Travel Award, Southern Political Science Association, 2009

· Humanities Junior Faculty Fellowship, University of New Hampshire, 2008
· Saul O Sidore Memorial Lecture Series Grant, University of New Hampshire, 2007-2008
· University of New Hampshire Graduate School Summer Research Fellowship, 2007
· Humanities Center Travel Fellowship, University of New Hampshire, 2007
· International Development Grant, University of New Hampshire, 2007
· Summer Research Grant, Dean’s Office, University of New Hampshire, 2005 and 2006  
· Mellon Fellowship, University of Pittsburgh, 2002-2003
· International Studies Fund Grant, University of Pittsburgh, Summer 2003
· Latin American Social and Public Policy Fellowship, University of Pittsburgh, 2001-02
· Center for Latin American Studies Field Research Grant, University of Pittsburgh, 2000 and 2001
· American Political Science Association Travel Grant, 2000, 2001, and 2002
· Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship (Portuguese), 2000-2001
· Teaching and Research Assistantships, Department of Political Science, University of Pittsburgh, 1998-1999 and 1999-2000
· Member of Pi Sigma Alpha, Phi Alpha Theta, and Alpha Sigma Nu Honor Societies
PUBLICATIONS

· “Does Dirty Harry Have the Answer?  Citizen Support for the Rule of Law in Central America,” Public Integrity (forthcoming).
· “Responding to Kosovo’s Call for Humanitarian Intervention:  Public Opinion, Partisanship, and Policy Objectives,” with Alynna Lyon, in Kosovo and the International Community: Intervention, Statebuilding and Independence, Aidan Hehir (ed.), Routledge Press (forthcoming).  
· Book Review, Judicial Reform as Political Insurance:  Argentina, Peru, and Mexico in the 1990s, by Jodi Finkel, (Notre Dame, IN:  University of Notre Dame Press, 2008), The Justice System Journal (forthcoming).
· “Invasion of Guatemala (1954),” in Encyclopedia of United States-Latin American Relations, Thomas Leonard (ed.), CQ Press (forthcoming).
· “United Nations Mission to Haiti (MINUSTAH),” in Encyclopedia of United States-Latin American Relations, Thomas Leonard (ed.), CQ Press (forthcoming).
· “The Tenth International Conference of American States at Caracas in 1954,” in Encyclopedia of United States-Latin American Relations, Thomas Leonard (ed.), CQ Press (forthcoming).
· “National Opposition Union (UNO)” in Encyclopedia of United States-Latin American Relations, Thomas Leonard (ed.), CQ Press (forthcoming).
· “Where are the Good Samaritans?  Assessing Cross-National Support for Peacekeeping Operations,” with Alynna Lyon, Journal of International Peacekeeping 13 (2009).
· “Was Woodrow Wilson Right? Assessing American Attitudes towards Humanitarian Intervention,” with Alynna Lyon, Journal of Peace, Conflict and Development 13 (2009).
· Book Review, Presidential Impeachment and the New Political Instability in Latin America, by Aníbal Pérez-Liñán, (New York:  Cambridge University Press, 2007), Comparative Political Studies 41: 8 (2008).

· “Does It Take a Village?  Policing Strategies and Fear of Crime in Latin America,” with Lucia Dammert, Latin American Politics and Society 48: 4 (2006).  
· “The Chilean Church:  Declining Hegemony?” with William Lies, in The Catholic Church and the Nation-state: Comparative Perspectives, Paul Christopher Manuel, Clyde Wilcox, and Lawrence C. Reardon (eds.), Georgetown University Press (2006).  

· “Costa Rica,” in World Police Encyclopedia, Dilip K. Das (ed.), Routledge (2006).
· “What Democracy Means to Citizens – And Why It Matters,” with Siddhartha Baviskar, European Review of Latin American and Caribbean Studies, 76 (2004).
·  “Fear of Crime or Fear of Life?  Public Insecurities in Chile,” with Lucia Dammert, Bulletin of Latin American Research, 22: 1 (2003).
· “Inseguridad y temor en Argentina: El impacto de la confianza en la policía y la corrupción sobre la percepción ciudadana del crimen,” with Lucia Dammert, Desarrollo Económico, 166: 42 (July-September, 2002).
WORKS IN PROGRESS

· “Beyond Elections:  Citizens and the Law in Central America,” book monograph, currently under contract with Continuum Books for publication in 2011.
·  “Democratization in Theory and Practice,” edited book volume, currently under contract with Continuum Books for publication in 2011.
· “The Verdict Is In:  Public Trust in the Judiciary in Central America,” currently under review with the European Review of Latin American and Caribbean Studies (revise and resubmit).
· “Crime and Its Political Consequences:  Citizens’ Reactions to the Current Crime Crisis in Mexico,” currently under review with International Studies Perspectives. 

· “Libertad, Libertinaje, and Linchamientos:  Citizens’ Support for Vigilante Justice in Central America,” to be submitted for review with Comparative Politics in September 2009.
· “A Convenient Scapegoat?  The Impact of Economic Insecurities on Fear of Crime,” with Lucia Dammert. 

· "How Much State? Perceptions on the Role of the State in the Americas," with Dinorah Azpuru.

PAPERS AND CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
· “Crime and Its Political Consequences:  Citizens’ Reactions to the Current Crime Crisis in Mexico,” to be presented at the 2009 meeting of the Northeast Political Science Association, Philadelphia, PA.
· "How Much State? Perceptions on the Role of the State in the Americas," with Dinorah Azpuru, presented at the 2009 meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, IL.

· “Is Feminine Power Turning Left?  Women’s Ideological Orientation in Chile,” presented at the 2009 meeting of the Southern Political Science Association, New Orleans, LA.
· “Libertad, Libertinaje, and Linchamientos:  Citizens’ Support for Vigilante Justice in Central America,” presented at the 2009 meeting of the Southern Political Science Association, New Orleans, LA.
· “Where’s Dirty Harry When You Need Him?  Citizens’ Support for the Rule of Law in Central America,” presented at the 2008 meeting of the New England Political Science Association, Providence, RI.  
· “Beyond Elections:  Establishing the Rule of Law in Central America,” presented at the 2007 meeting of the Latin American Studies Association, Montreal, Canada.
· “Public Support for Quota Systems in Nicaragua:  Preliminary Results,” presented at the 2007 meeting of the American Political Science Association, Chicago, IL.
· “The Verdict Is in:  Public Support for the High Courts in Central America” presented at the 2007 meeting of the International Law and Society Association, Berlin, Germany.
· “Assessing the Determinants of Public Support for Peacekeeping: A Cross National Comparison of Transatlantic Attitudes,” with Alynna Lyon and Don Puchala, presented at the 2007 meeting of the International Studies Association, Chicago IL.  
· “Citizens and the Law in Central America,” presented at the 2007 meeting of the Southern Political Science Association, New Orleans, LA.  
· “Law and Order?  Assessing Judicial Reform in Costa Rica and Nicaragua” presented at the 2006 meeting of the New England Political Science Association, Portsmouth, NH.
· “The Barriers between the Kitchen and the Campaign:  Women’s Political Participation in Costa Rica and Nicaragua,” with Virginia de Freitas-Battersby, presented at the 2006 meeting of the New England Political Science Association, Portsmouth, NH.
· “The Public and the Peacekeepers:  Assessing the Role of Public Attitudes towards Peacekeeping in Kosovo,” with Alynna Lyon, presented at the 2006 International Conference on European & International Political and Economic Affairs, Athens, Greece.
· “The Public and the Peacekeepers:  Exploring Public Attitudes towards Peacekeepers in Kosovo,” with Alynna Lyon, presented at the 2005 meeting of the Northeast International Studies Association, Philadelphia, PA.  
· “Democratization and Judicial Reform” presented at the 2004 meeting of the Southern Political Science Association, New Orleans, LA.
· “An Uneasy Partnership? Democratization and the Rule of Law in Latin America,” presented at the 2003 meeting of the American Political Science Association, Philadelphia, PA.
· “Democratization and the Rule of Law:  Lessons from Chile,” presented at the 2003 meeting of the Latin American Studies Association, Dallas, TX.
· “The State and Inequality in Latin America,” 2002, Background Paper for World Bank Report, Inequality in Latin American and the Caribbean:  Breaking with History.
· “What Satisfaction with Democracy Means and Measures – and Why It Matters,” with Siddhartha Baviskar, presented at the 2002 meeting of the American Political Science Association, Boston, MA.
· “As Good As It Gets?  Citizens Expectations of Democracy in Latin America,” with Siddhartha Baviskar, presented at the 2002 meeting of the American Political Science Association, Boston, MA.
·  “From Mothers to Soldiers:  the Impact of Women’s Military Mobilization on Political Attitudes,” presented at the 2002 University of Pittsburgh Graduate Student Conference on Latin American Social and Public Policy.  
· “Does It Take a Village?  The Efficacy of Chilean Crime Control Policy,” with Lucia Dammert, presented at the 2002 University of Pittsburgh Graduate Student Conference on Latin American Social and Public Policy
· “Just Can’t Get No Satisfaction?  Unpacking the Multidimensional Construct of Satisfaction with Democracy,” with Stephanie Muraca, Siddhartha Baviskar, and William Lies, presented at the 2001 meeting of the American Political Science Association, San Francisco, CA.
· “When Crime Fighters Don’t Fight Crime:  Trust in Police and Public Insecurity in Argentina,” with Lucia Dammert, presented at the 2001 University of Pittsburgh Graduate Student Conference on Latin American Social and Public Policy.
· “Crime and Democratic Consolidation:  The Impact of Public Trust in the Criminal Justice System,” presented at the 2001 meeting of the Latin American Studies Association, Washington, DC.
· “Institutions Matter:  The Effect of Political Institutions on Citizens’ Satisfaction with Democracy,” with Barry Ames, Siddhartha Baviskar, and Mitchell Seligson, presented at the 2001 meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, IL.
· “Great Expectations:  The Effect of Expectations on Citizens’ Satisfaction with Democratic Performance,” with Bill Lies, presented at the 2001 meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, IL.
· “Determinants of Public Support for the Judiciary in Latin America,” presented at the 2000 meeting of the American Political Science Association, Washington, D.C.
· “Determinants of Political Patronage in Latin America,” with Siddhartha Baviskar, Jorge Gordin, and Lucio Renno, presented at the 2000 meeting of the Latin American Studies Association Conference, Miami, FL.

UNIVERSITY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
· Peer Review of Manuscripts:  CQ Press, W.W. Norton, Choice, Political Behavior, Comparative Political Studies, Political Research Quarterly, Young:  Nordic Journal of Youth Research, The Justice System Journal, Latin American Politics and Society.
· Comparative Politics Section Chair, New England Political Science Association, 2008
· Coordinator, Sidore Lecture Series, University of New Hampshire, 2007-2008

· Discovery Author, University of New Hampshire 2007-2008 University Dialogue

· Current Committee Membership, University of New Hampshire:

· Student Designed Majors Committee

· Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program (UROP)

· Discovery Program Advisory Committee
· Department of Political Science Colloquia, Executive, Graduate Program, Junior Faculty, Scheduling, and MPA Committees
· Justice Studies Faculty and Undergraduate Curriculum committees

· Prior Committee Membership, University of New Hampshire:
· Library Committee (2005-2007)
· Undergraduate Research Conference Committee (2005-2006)
· Discussant:
· Southern Political Science Association’s 2007 Meeting, New Orleans, LA  

· Latin American Studies Association’s 2006 Meeting, San Juan, Puerto Rico

· New England Political Science Association’s 2004 Meeting, Portsmouth, NH

· Co-Advisor, Model United Nations, University of New Hampshire, 2003-2006
· Editorial Board, Journal of Social Science History:  Fall 2001 to Spring 2003.  Referred submitted manuscripts to outside specialists; formatted content of journal for subsequent publication; designed, implemented and analyzed a survey for the journal.
· Graduate Student Representative, University of Pittsburgh:  Fall 2001 - Fall 2002.  Represented University of Pittsburgh Political Science graduate students to department administration.
· Public Law Search Committee, University of Pittsburgh:  Fall 2001-Spring 2002.  Evaluated applications for tenure track appointment to the Department of Political Science; arranged meetings between job candidates and students; represented the views of graduate students in departmental meetings.
· Graduate Curriculum Committee, University of Pittsburgh:  1999.  Reviewed graduate curriculum requirements; represented graduate students in faculty meetings.  

RESEARCH AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

· Participant, George Mason University Program on Law and Economics, 2007.

· Consultant, World Bank:  Summer, 2002 and Spring, 2003.  Authored papers assessing the role of the state in perpetuating inequality in Latin America.

· Translator, United States Agency for International Development: Spring, 2002.  Translated a Democracy Audit Report conducted in Ecuador from Spanish into English.
· Consultant, Baker & McKenzie:  November 2001.  Assessed the impact of corruption on public opinion towards the judiciary in Honduras for this law firm.
· Consultant, International Resources Group:  November 2001.  Determined the impact of canal expansion on Panamanian farmers for the Panama Canal Authority.

· Translator, United States Agency for International Development: Spring, 2000.  Translated Democracy Audit Report conducted in El Salvador from Spanish into English.

· Teaching and Research Assistant, Department of Political Science, University of Pittsburgh:  1998-2000.  Advised undergraduate political science students regarding their academic requirements; provided research assistance to Prof. Barry Ames, particularly through collecting and analyzing budgetary data of Central American nations; assisted Prof. Barry Ames in teaching a course on Latin American Politics; assisted Prof. Mitchell Seligson by preparing the Latinbarometer Surveys for statistical analyses and by proofreading manuscripts.
· Credentials Analyst, Educational Commission for Foreign Medical Graduates: 1997-1998.  Evaluated and authenticated documents of foreign medical graduates applying for residency programs in the United States; monitored changes in national medical school requirements in Latin America; monitored the status of medical schools in Latin America through their respective Ministries of Health.

· Volunteer, Casa del Niño, Córdoba, Argentina: 1995-1997.  Managed one of fourteen houses in this orphanage as a foster mother of twelve former street children.

OUTREACH

· Presentation to the Active Retirement Association of Durham, NH, 2008, “Democratic after All These Years: Mexico’s Long Road to Democratization.”
· Presentation to the Canadian Forces College, Toronto, Canada, 2009, “The Implications of Latin America’s Turn to the Left.”    
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