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Board of Directors: Suring up the  

Future of the NHOC 
By Chris Dorich 

People present at the re-creation of the BOD, from L-R, T-B: Jim Gealy, Ann Rowe (alum),  

Daniel McGarry (BOD alumni),  Dan Broman ( BOD Secretary),  Aaron Marquis (BOD 

alumni),  Laurel Flax, Neal Stacy (BOD alumni),  Natalie Heald (BOD student), Jason Gagnon 

(BOD alumni),  Thomas Swass (BOD student) 

       With any student-run organization it is easy to lose information or forget things over the years. 

With students turning around every four years (with an exception of a few), the club can have little 

consistency through time. While the Outing Club has done well with this for the most part since its 

creation, it has still run into problems over time. With a current student leadership that is very enthu-

siastic and dedicated to the club despite declining membership, it was the perfect time to address 

issues in the Outing Club and how to rework the Board of Directors (BOD). 

       So near the end of last year, the BOD started to investigate ways to fix the problem, starting 

with redefining the BOD as a whole. Over many long sessions the BOD has successfully made great 

strides and continues to secure the future of the BOD. The BOD was redefined into a new system 

containing nine members-- five of them being students and four of them being alumni. This is to 

make sure that students always maintain a majority in a club that has been and always will be stu-

dent run. The BOD is made up of old BOD members Neal Stacy andé(continued on page 2, BOD) 
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BOD cont... Aaron Marquis and has also received the addition of new alumni members Jason Gagnon 

(cabins alum) and Daniel McGarry. Meanwhile the students are made up of 

current club members: President Natalie Heald, Business Manager Tom 

Swass, Vice President Eric Gotthold, Trip Coordinator Dan Broman, and 

myself the Cabins Manager Chris Dorich. While currently the BOD holds 

monthly meetings open to anyone interested, the BOD will eventually turn 

to quarterly meetings to ensure two different things. The first objective is 

that the club is fulfilling its legal obligations like filing taxes and keeping 

insurance on the cabins. This allows the students to have this valuable 

learning experience while also making sure that it is not forgotten like the 

past has shown. The other half is learning what the club is doing and pro-

viding advice when necessary to make sure that the club itself is having a 

great time and providing valuable experiences for students. Another key 

issue is with the addition of the NHOC becoming a SAFO (see SAFC article), the BOD will own the cabins 

and the NHOC bank account. This allows the club to keep its independence as well as receive money from 

the student activity fee. At the last meeting of the BOD, the board elected officers for the BOD. The officers 

are Eric Gotthold as President, Dan Broman as secretary, and Chris Dorich as Treasurer (us three are also 

known as the TRIO). Another issue that the BOD tackled was voting in the redefined bylaws. 

       While a BOD meeting may not be the most exciting thing in the world, the BOD meetings have been 

very successful in protecting the purpose of the club and providing support and advice to the club. So if you 

want to know every last detail and the deepest inner workings of the Club, the BOD is where you should be. I 

encourage both students and alumni alike to attend a BOD meeting and give your input or learn about what 

the BOD is doing. Our next meeting is on December 9th at 6:30 PM located in Gregg Hall. Also for alumni 

who are not on the alumni email list, please donôt hesitate to send me your email (to Chris-

dorich@gmail.com). I hope all continue to provide their input and support for the club as we take huge 

strides and hope to come out with great things in these coming years as a SAFO.ƿ 

Jackson Cabin Nears Comple-

tion (For Real This Time!)  
By: Chris Dorich  

 The idea of a new cabin started out mostly as a joke, but quickly 

turned into a reality for the club. Now over five years later that new cabin is 

still under construction and the alumni who have been working so hard over 

the years received that extra energy and burst needed to finish the cabin. The 

new Jackson cabin is an absolute masterpiece and is sure to be our flagship 

cabin for decades to come. 

 This year I took on the daunting task of becoming the Cabins Man-

ager and being the privileged one who gets to cycle the outhouse. While that 

is clearly a negative to the position I was more than enthusiastic to step up to 

the job. While previously the cabin was being built by almost an entirely 

alumni group, the students have started developing an interest and a desire to 

not only help in the construction but the completion of the cabin. With the 

current group of students we have organized several trips to the cabin and have been aided by the fact that 

some students already have construction experience. Going into this year the cabin still needed a lot of 

work. Over many weekends and countless hours many things have been completed, starting with the week-

end after freshmen trips. Tar paper was removed, tyvex was put up, windows and doors were installed, the 

floor is almost completed, the outside nearly covered with cedar shakes, the stove and wood stove installed 

and other work been done at the cabin. (continued on page 3, Jackson)...  
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Jackson...While the cabin still 

needs work to be done on it the 

cabin has received a great deal of 

work and completion is to be fin-

ished this year! For real this time, as 

we hope to continue getting up to 

the cabin in freezing cold, snow, or 

whatever weather is thrown at us. 

Other tasks to be completed are 

building the interior including cabi-

nets, stairs, well and piping to the 

cabin so that we have water, and 

other tasks to make the cabin live 

able. While building the cabin has 

been a lot of work it has been some 

of my favorite times this year. 

 On behalf of all the students 

I thank the alumni who have spent 

countless hours, and put gallons of 

blood and sweat into the cabin. I especially thank Jason Gagnon who has done a tremendous job organizing 

and running the construction and pro-

viding us students with this awesome 

learning experience. I also thank stu-

dents Tyler King, John Reed, and Dan 

Broman who have helped apply their 

construction skills to allow us students 

to provide help in constructing the cabin 

this year. Stay tuned and make sure you 

are on the alumni email list as we will 

surely have a grand opening of Jackson 

cabin in the coming year! As Jackson 

cabin nears completion us students have 

also turned our eyes to Franky as we 

look into writing a grant in order to re-

store Franky to its glory. We hope to fix 

the roof, and re-insulate and re-panel the 

cabin. Tune into the cabins blog for pic-

tures and better updates about the cabin 

at http://nhoccabins.blogspot.com/. And 

as always alumni, donôt hesitate to rent 

the cabin or provide your services in 

building it. If interested in renting the 

cabin email me at 

(chrisdorich@gmail.com) . Make sure 

you come check out new Jackson, as it 

surely is a masterpiece!ƿ 

 A Note From Our Alumni Advisor  
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       Hi there!  My name is Aaron and Iôve 

been the alumni advisor for the NHOC 

since 2007.  Iôd like to reintroduce myself 

as well as define my role within the club. 

       I first joined the NHOC back in the fall 

of 2001, when I was beginning my fresh-

man year at UNH, and Iôve been involved ever since.  I 

graduated in 2006 with a BS in Outdoor Education and a 

BA in English, but whenever I think of college I think of the 

Outing Club first.  Iôve led dozens of trips with the club and 

I served as trip coordinator from 2004-2006.  Iôm also on 

the Board of Directors. 

       As alumni advisor I serve as a connection between the 

club and the alumni as well as a voice of experience for cur-

rent leaders and members.  Please donôt hesitate to e-mail 

me at AaronMarquis@gmail.com if you want to ask a ques-

tion, share some crazy NHOC memories, find out more 

about what the club has been up to recently, or just say 

hello.ƿ 
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