
 

    

 

Linguistic Field Methods LING 779/879 (Fall 2007) 

Instructor | Informant 

Course description | Course expectations | Reading | Grading  

Syllabus (rough outline) 

  

  

Professor: Naomi Nagy 
Office: Hamilton Smith Hall 209 
e-mail: ngn@unh.edu
Office hours Tuesdays & Thursdays, 1:30-3:00, and by appt. 
Phone: 862-2783

Language informant: Basak Sahin, speaker of Turkish

Please feel free to contact the instructor outside of class any time there is something you want to
discuss, or if there is anything you don't understand. If you will miss class, tell me AHEAD OF
TIME. 

Course description 
We will investigate the phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics of Turkish. You will 
learn how to acquire information about the structure of a language that is foreign to you, by collecting oral data from 
a native speaker. You'll figure out what kinds of patterns children learning the language as a native speaker must 
extract from the speech they hear. This is a course which, more than most, requires your active participation. You 
create the course by finding questions that you would like to explore, carrying out the investigation, and sharing your 
results with your classmates. Each student will lead at least three class sessions. The final project for this course, 
which will be completed by the whole class together, will be to put together a grammar of Turkish, which we will 
"publish" at the end of the term. Each student is responsible for writing up the points investigated during the 
classes that they lead. I am here to assist you by providing guidelines, background information, suggestions, and 
feedback. You should also do that for each other. 

Course expectations 

e-mail: sahinbasak@hotmail.com
Office hours: 
Phone:    969-0169
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Day to day 

In preparation for each aspect of your investigation, examine at least three grammars of other 
languages in order to determine what points will be relevant, interesting, and necessary to 
consider. An outline of the points to be investigated and your techniques (at least 3) of doing so 
must be approved by me before the day of your in-class elicitation session. Give each student a 
work-sheet showing what you plan to investigate the day of your session. A first draft of each 
write-up will be due one week after your elicitation session. Bring first drafts to me during office 
hours (during the week that they are due) and we'll go over them. Second drafts will be presented 
to the class on the day that they are due, one week after the first draft. Absolute final versions of 
all sections will be accepted until the last day of class. There will also sometimes be weekly 
assignments to help you familiarize yourselves with the topics under investigation. 

Cultural component 

We'll be discussing the interaction of language and culture. Several chapters of a wonderful new 
book about the interaction of endangered languages and endangered species, Vanishing Voices, 
will be distributed, read, and discussed throughout the semester. In addition, read at least one 
book (any type) about the region where the language is spoken (except a book about the 
language-- that's cheating!). Tere is some information about Turkey's culture in Blackboard.  
For more, ask the language informant. Start locating it NOW, because it may take a while to find 
and read.  You may need to use Inter-library Loan, which takes time. At the end of the course, we 
will have a meal from that culture. Each of you will prepare a typical dish, so start thinking about 
what you'd like to make. 

Exams 

There will be a final exam on the structure of Turkish and field methodology. For the final exam, 
all students will be counting on the information presented by each student. If I get the sense that 
people are not keeping up with the material during the course, I'll give pop quizzes. 

Required texts 

1. BUY Introduction to Linguistic Field Methods, by Bert Vaux, Justine Cooper & Emily 
Tucker. It's available from the Durham Book Exchange and the UNH Bookstore.  

2. Vanishing Voices, by D. Nettle & S. Romaine, is available at the Dimond Library Reserve 
Desk for 1-day loans. You may also buy this book at either the Durham Book Exchange or 
the UNH Bookstore. It's required reading but optional buying. If you plan to read it on 
reserve, remember that several of you will be trying to read it for the same day.   

3. In addition, a book called Describing Morphosyntax: A guide for field linguists, by Thomas 
Payne, is also at the reserve desk. You'll want to consult it in selecting your topics and 
preparing your elicitations.  

4. Finally, a book of interesting essays called Linguistic Fieldwork, by Newman & Ratliff, is 
also on reserve.  

Grading 

Leading discussions/preparation 30% A 92-100 C+ 78-79

Writing chapters (3) 30% A- 90-91 C 72-77
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Coarse Course schedule 
Please note that this is just a rough outline of how we will go about our investigation. The 
unknown quality of the material makes it impossible to set a strict time-line in advance. Part of 
your first assignment is to help design the syllabus by figuring out what topics we need to cover in 
the course. You will each pick three topics to investigate on three different days. Some items 
listed in one line may be explored by more than one student. We will readjust and fill in the blank 
days as new topics come to our attention. 

Other weekly assignments 10% B+ 88-89 C- 70-71

Class participation 20% B 82-87 D 65-69

Quizzes/Exam 10% B- 80-81 F < 65

NN 
  Date Tentative topics Leader Reading 

1 T 9/4  Introduction 

 Th 9/6  Endangered Languages NN Ch. 1; 
N&R 
Chapter 
1 

2 T 9/11  Transcription Ch. 2; 
HW 1 
due 

 Th 9/13  Basic vocabulary; Endangered languages   Ch. 3 & 
4;  

3 T 9/18  Articulatory phonetics    

Ch. 6.1, 
Praat 
guide  

HW 2 
due  

 Th 9/20  More phonetics (link to Praat)  Ch. 6.2 

4 T 9/25  Endangered languages / Top 15 Words  N&R 
Chapter 
2 

Swadesh 
list due  

 Th 9/27  Nouns  Tanya Ch. 8.1, 
8.2, 8.4 

 T  10/2 Verbs Sarah Ch. 8.5-
8.8

Th  10/4 Negation Ch. 8.5
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 Ashley

5 T 10/9  Pronouns Angie Ch. 8.3 

 Th 10/11 NO CLASS (NN to NWAV)   

6 T 10/16  Adjectives Courtney Ch. 5 
(review) 

 Th 10/18  Major constituents  Kalynda Ch. 9  

7 T 10/23 Vowel phonology  Dae-Sung Ch. 7 

 Th 10/25  Case Tanya Ch. 10

8 T 10/30  Questions Angie Ch. 11

 Th  11/1 Adverbs // Endangered Lgs.  Ashley // NN N&R 
Chapter 
3 

9 T 11/6  Verbs, cont. Sarah  

 Th 11/8  Prepositional phrases Courtney  

10 T 11/13  NO CLASS (UNH holiday)   

 Th 11/15  Indigenous languages field methods workshop 
with Barb Meek  

Endangered Languages 

 N&R 
Chs. 7 & 
8

11 T 11/20  Reports on where we are so far / / Other types 
of Field Methodology  

everyone//NN  Ch. 12

 Th 11/22  NO CLASS (UNH holiday)   

From here on out, you choose the topics and match up the readings.  Choose from Chs. 12-15 OR 
topics covered in Payne's Describing Morphosyntax OR present a report on (an) endangered language, 
using the Nettle & Romaine book for guidance.

12 T 11/27   Kalynda  

 Th 11/29    Dae-Sung  

13 T 12/4     

 Th 12/6    

14 T 12/11    

 Th 12/13  In class editing session / recipes swap  all  

15 F  12/14  Turkish dinner 6:00 pm, 8 Maple St., Newmarket  
Final write-ups due. 

16 Wed.  12/19  Final exam 10:30 am -12:30 pm   
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Abbreviations 

Back to top  

Readings are from Introduction to Linguistic Field Methods (Vaux, Cooper & Tucker) unless 
otherwise noted.
N&R = Daniel Nettle and Suzanne Romaine. 2000. Vanishing voices: the extinction of the 
world's languages. Oxford; New York: Oxford University Press. (required reading-- but 
you are not required to purchase the book; it's on reserve at Dimond)

This page was last updated by Naomi Nagy on October 18, 2007 .  
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