Spring 2012
Humanities Course Offerings

HUMA 401: Slavery & Freedom in Literature & Philosophy
Curtis.  Gen. Ed. 8/Disc. Humanities. TR, 9:40-11:00. HS 216
The New Hampshire state motto is “Live Free or Die.” But what does it mean to be free? What forces prevent us from being free? Do we really have control over these forces? During which moments in history has the freedom of the individual been most violated? How does that history influence us today?

In this course, we will study philosophical texts, films, and literature about freedom and work to answer these questions. This course is designed for students who are new to the humanities and who will benefit from the emphasis on critical analysis that only the study of the humanities can provide.
HUMA 513A-D: Modern World: An Interdisciplinary Introduction

Karo; Ferber; Golinski; Armstrong. Gen Ed. 6, 8, 4, or 7 (see below). INQ. WI.
Discovery: Arts, Foreign Cultures, Historical Perspectives, Humanities (see below).
MWF, 1:10-2:00, PCAC A218
A team-taught course designed to introduce students to the full scope of forces that defined our world, and continue to influence it today – not merely with one vantage point (literary, or philosophical, or historical, or artistic), but with an interdisciplinary, holistic approach that takes into account the complex, organic nature of humans in the world. HUMA 513 takes advantage of the expertise of four of UNH’s eminent professors from different fields, and brings them together in one course to offer students a dynamic way to understand the world and our place in it.
What kind of material does HUMA 513 cover?

“The Modern World, an Interdisciplinary Introduction” examines selected topics in the arts, philosophy, literature, and science in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.  The course takes an interdisciplinary approach to understanding the ideas and creative works that have contributed to making the modern world. Specifically, we study the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and consider outstanding works of science, philosophy, art, and literature in that period. This was the age of Newton, Voltaire, Diderot, Dickens, Marx, and Darwin. It was the age of the Enlightenment, of political and industrial revolutions, and of the rise of Romanticism. It gave us our belief in science and progress, our experience of modern technology and social change, and our ideas about the role of the artist and the creative thinker in modern society.
HOW HUMA 513 WORKS:
This Inquiry course is team-taught by four professors who are experts in art history (section A), literature (section B), history (section C), and philosophy (section D). Regardless of which section a student signs up for, she or he attends the same lecture as students in the other sections. Occasionally, students will be divided into their specific sections for additional discussions. Lectures are taught by each of the four professors in rotation. Because the professors leading each section emphasize different disciplinary approaches to the material, students earn a different General Education/Discovery credit depending on which section they’re in. 

Section A: Gen Ed 6/Disc. Arts

Section C: Gen Ed 4/Disc. Historical Persps.
Section B: Gen Ed 8/Disc. For. Cult.
Section D: Gen Ed 7/Disc. Humanities
HUMA 592 (01):  Special Topics/ Nature and Norms
deVries. MWF, 2:10-3:00, HamSmith 18
Is science authoritative concerning our knowledge of the basic nature of the empirical world? And is science the only form of knowledge? We know, for instance, that we ought to treat our students with respect, and this is not knowledge gained by scientific investigation. Can we find a view that grants science sovereignty concerning what there is while also granting that there are norms we arrive at through routes other than the scientific? These issues come to a head in our understanding of persons, for persons are both material things available to scientific investigation and value-laden, norm-constituted things that have, as Immanuel Kant said, ‘infinite worth.’ In this course, such questions will inform our exploration of Science, Norms, and Nature.

HUMA 592 (02):  Special Topics/ Lust & Love; Knowledge & Power

Stiefel. TR, 2:10-3:30, Murk G04

What would you be willing to do in order to experience the ultimate thrill, the fullness of ecstasy? How much are you willing to give to gain knowledge of the innermost secrets of the universe? What would you do to obtain all the wealth you could desire? How much power do you want, and how much are you willing to pay for it? Wouldn’t you like to be young and sexy and successful and very, very famous, too? Would you be willing to inflict pain upon others to get what you want? Would you be willing to submit yourself to another’s will in exchange for fulfillment of your greatest desire? Would you amass wealth to the impoverishment of others? Don’t answer too quickly…
Come and join seminar colleagues on a journey through history to trace the development of the great story of Faust, the lonely lover, frustrated scholar and scientist and well-intending man who barters away his soul to the forces of evil in exchange for love, knowledge, fame and power.  We will take note of how Faust’s story undergoes variation and transformation in response to social and cultural changes in Europe and the United States.

HUMA 651: Humanities & Science

LeBlanc. WI. TR, 11:10-12:30. Murk G17
Modern literature and cinema provide us with some memorable examples of the perceived threat posed to the traditional humanities by science, technology, and their zealous advocates. A deep concern over the dangerous ramifications of “social engineering” (i.e., the attempt to shape human life according to scientific principles, methods, and knowledge) is particularly evident during the late nineteenth century and early twentieth century, when scientific empiricism forcefully replaced idealism and romanticism in such spheres of Western cultural life as ethics and aesthetics. In this course, we will examine some literary and cinematic works written during the modern period by creative artists in America, Russia, and Europe who either shared the dream of a radiant future life promised by the scientific advances that accompanied modernization or warned apocalyptically of the dire consequences that would inevitably result from the attempt to construct the brave new world that many of the advocates of modernization envisioned.
HUMA 730:  Seminar: Symbols of Islam in America
Wolper. W, 10:10-1:00. Hort 301 
This seminar examines the construction and reception of symbols of Islam in American life. It will pay particular attention to such recent controversies as the protests over the Islamic center at ground zero, legislation against the adoption of sharia law, and Koran burning.  The course examines these issues as a way to study what these controversies can tell us about American reactions to the growth of Muslim communities in this country and our perceptions of America's role in the Middle East.

